1nc Solvency

Bahrain says no to US mediation - most recent and conclusive evidence

Toumi 11-29-11 (Habib, Bureau Chief, Gulf News, “Bahrain turns down US diplomat's mediation offer” http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/bahrain/bahrain-turns-down-us-diplomat-s-mediation-offer-1.939412, jj)

Manama: Bahrain's foreign minister has turned down 

AND 

published by the Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry.

Hamad says no – ruling family are anti-concessions and Saudi blocks

Henderson 11-21-11 (Simon, Baker fellow and director of the Gulf and Energy Policy Program at The Washington Institute, the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, “Riot Report Will Force Bahrain to Choose a Direction” http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/templateC05.php?CID=3424, jj)

The report affords King Hamad an opportunity to 

AND 

sons married a daughter of Saudi King Abdullah. 

Nothing the US can do to spark dialogue in Bahrain – only risks Sunni backlash which undermines the opposition and reconciliation 

Emile Hokayem, Bahrain-based Middle East analyst for Int’l Inst. For Stat. Studies, 10-19-2011, “U.S. Has Few Options to Curb Crackdown in Bahrain,” The Atlantic, http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2011/10/us-has-options-to-curb-crackdown-in-bahrain-an-ally/246942/

At this time, however, direct U

AND 

includes the anxious and often overlooked Sunni community.

Plan causes massive backlash from the Sunnis and the regime – any US involvement stokes regime change fears – this blocks meaningful dialogue and causes more sectarianism

Justin Gengler, 7-15-2011, is a Ph.D. candidate in Political Science at the University in Michigan and former Fulbright Fellow to Bahrain, "The other side of radicalization in Bahrain," mideast.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/07/15/the_other_side_of_radicalization_in_bahrain 

In a July 6 interview with Egyptian journalists 

AND 

Khalifa: God Save Bahrain from the Traitors." 

Concessions by the King trigger massive blow-back from the hardliners – impact is milita violence and escalation that turn the whole case-also short-circuits solvency

Gengler 11 PhD in Political Science from the University of Michigan – Bahrain Expert A Parliament Without Opposition, http://bahrainipolitics.blogspot.com/

The ultimate question, however, is what 

AND 

Slogans!!" So this is a heartening development.. 

1nc Shia

No Saudi Iran war

Vatutin 10-10-11 (Alexander, Voice of Russia, “Saudi Arabia-Iran tensions posing threat to global oil market” http://english.ruvr.ru/2011/10/10/58461134.html, jj)

Trying to predict the consequences of confrontation between 

AND 

it will have to deal with the alliance."
Zero risk of civil war in Bahrain---regime too strong

Micah N. Levinson 11 is a Junior Fellow at the American Foreign Policy Council in Washington, D.C. "What Makes Jordan and Bahrain Different" 3/7 spectator.org/archives/2011/03/07/what-makes-jordan-and-bahrain#

The good news is that the Bahraini and 

AND 

the armed forces are not eager to contemplate.

Saudi monarchy resilient

Obaid, March 11th, 2011 (Nawaf, senior fellow at the King Faisal Center for Research and Islamic Studies and is pursuing a doctorate on the rise of Saudi nationalism at the Department of War Studies at King's College, London, Washington Post, “Saudi Arabia’s Strengths” lexis, jj)

Uprisings in Tunisia and Egypt have toppled their 

AND 

remain a bulwark of regional stability and security. 

No impact to Saudi collapse

Bandow ’03 (Doug, senior fellow @ Cato Institute, Ideas on Liberty, Vol. 53, Iss. 3; pg. 20, “Terrorism: The price of bad energy economics” proquest, jj)

Yet contrary to popular wisdom, the Saudis' 

AND 

, before rising over the next two years. 

Alt causes to Saudi/Iran tension:

Lebanon – also proves no escalation

Jayedanfar, 2011

Meir Javedanfar,  Iranian-Israeli Middle East analyst, 3-24-2011, “Iran and Saundi Arabia cold war has entered a new era,” The Guardian, http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2011/mar/24/iran-saudi-arabia-bahrain-cold-war

It is unlikely that Iran would send its 

AND 

its much-desired veto in Lebanon's cabinet.

Yemen – Iran and Saudi are fighting multiple proxy wars – aff doesn’t solve

Kinzer 10-20-11 (Stephen, teaches international relations at Boston University and is the author of “Reset: Iran, Turkey, and America’s Future, the New York Times, “Iran, the Saudis and the New 'Great Game'” http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/21/opinion/21iht-edkinzer21.html, jj)

Washington will continue to project power in the 

AND 

on which the larger conflict is playing out. 

1nc Fleet

Heg resilient

Tufts Daily 2-23-11 (Prashanth Parameswaran, master's candidate at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, writer for the New Strait Times, Strait Times and China Post, and former CSIS intern, “America is not in decline” http://www.tuftsdaily.com/op-ed/prashanth-parameswaran-the-asianist-1.2478466, jj)

I don't. Very little about "American 

AND 

world order that many seem to reflexively accept.

5) Heg collapse doesn’t cause global nuclear war – conflicts would be small and managable

Richard Haas (president of the Council on Foreign Relations, former director of policy planning for the Department of State, former vice president and director of foreign policy studies at the Brookings Institution, the Sol M. Linowitz visiting professor of international studies at Hamilton College, a senior associate at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, a lecturer in public policy at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government, and a research associate at the International Institute for Strategic Studies) April 2008 “Ask the Expert: What Comes After Unipolarity?” http://www.cfr.org/publication/16063/ask_the_expert.html

Does a non polar world increase or reduce 

AND 

groups, militias, rogue states, etc. 

6) Transition is smooth – decline in power causes global cooperation

Carla Norrlof (an Associate Professor in the Department of Political Science at the University of Toronto) 2010 “America’s Global Advantage US Hegemony and International Cooperation”  p. 50

Keohane and Snidal’s predictions – that the waning 

AND 

the literature and cast decline as inescapable and continuous 

2) Gulf presence not key to power projection

Jones 12-22-11 (Toby C. Jones is assistant professor of history at Rutgers University. He is author of Desert Kingdom: How Oil and Water Forged Modern Saudi Arabia and an editor at Middle East Report. 

The atlantic, Don't Stop at Iraq: Why the U.S. Should Withdraw From the Entire Persian Gulf

http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2011/12/dont-stop-at-iraq-why-the-us-should-withdraw-from-the-entire-persian-gulf/250389/, jj)

This would not mean abandoning the region altogether
AND 

failed three-decade experiment in the Gulf.

3) Plan freaks out the GCC monarchies their CBS news card talks about---turns heg

Thomas Fuller 11 Bahrainis Fear the U.S. Isn’t Behind Their Fight for Democracy, THReuters, March 4, 2011, James Lawler Duggan/Reuters, http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/05/world/middleeast/05bahrain.html
Justin Gengler, a former Fulbright scholar in 

AND 

abandoning the idea of monarchies in the gulf.” 

That turns heg, Iran, stability and causes prolif

Nick Ottens 10 is an historian from the Netherlands who researched Muslim revivalist movements and terrorism in nineteenth century Arabia, British India and the Sudan for his Master's thesis. He also studied the history of transatlantic relations and is currently a contributing analyst with Wikistrat, "How To Contain Iran" Oct 2 2010 atlanticsentinel.com/2010/10/how-to-contain-iran/

Writing for The Daily Star, Ramzy Mardini 

AND 

and in order to prepare for the unthinkable.

A2: Obama Add On
Scholarships refutes credibility as a factor in IR

Fettweis 10 [Christopher J., fifth year doctoral student in the University of Maryland's Department of Government and Politics. His primary interests include US foreign and national security policies. His dissertation, currently titled The Geopolitics of Energy and the Obsolescence of Major War, focuses on the relationship between oil and conflict. Mr. Fettweis has a BA in History from the University of Notre Dame, Threat and Anxiety in US Foreign Policy, April 2010 Survival, 52:2, 59 - 82]

For individuals as well as states, pathologies 
AND 

how small the issue or large the odds.
1nr Case
The foreign minister already shot the aff down – 100% solvency takeout – vote neg on presumption

BNA 11-28-11 (Bahrain News Agency,” Foreign Minister Shaikh Khalid in an interview with Al Arabiya”, http://www.bna.bh/portal/en/news/482206, jj)

Shaikh Khalid pointed out when asked on the 

AND 

which detailed torture and made for harrowing reading.

We’ve already offered to mediate a dialogue and the regime said no---the plan changes nothing

Kenneth Katzman 10-18, Specialist in Middle Eastern Affairs at the Congressional Research Service, October 18, 2011, “Bahrain: Reform, Security, and U.S. Policy,” online: http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/mideast/95-1013.pdf

At the same time, the Administration has 

AND 

to try to start dialogue with the opposition.

Say no net link turns US cred

Lustick ’98 (Ian S. Lustick, Professor of Political Science, University of Pennsylvania, What Are the Costs of No Peace? Capitol Hill Conference, Middle East Policy Council, October 2, 1998 http://www.mepc.org/forums/chcs/16.html)

Another consequence is the systematic "de-

AND 

the Cuban lobby on our policy toward Cuba. 

Say No gets blamed on US weakness – causes massive anti-American backlash

Hamid, 11  (Shadi Hamid, Director of Research, Brookings Doha Center, 4/26, http://www.brookings.edu/articles/2011/0426_middle_east_hamid.aspx)

It may have been the case that America’s 

AND 

time, hating it for falling so short.

No internal link to broader heg impacts

Dawn 11 "Mideast unrest puts US military access in jeopardy" 2/19 www.dawn.com/2011/02/19/mideast-unrest-puts-us-military-access-in-jeopardy.html

Former officials say losing the headquarters in Bahrain 

AND 

senior fellow at the Rand Corporation think tank.

No country can take over the Gulf --- US presence not key

Eugene Gholz 10 Associate Professor of Public Affairs, UT. PhD in pol sci from MIT—and—Daryl Press—Associate Professor of Government, Dartmouth. PhD in pol sci from MIT, Footprints in the Sand,

For decades, the cornerstone of U.

AND 

, this would not be a significant factor. 

Gulf presence doesn’t deter Iran – it emboldens them

Jones 12-22-11 (Toby C. Jones is assistant professor of history at Rutgers University. He is author of Desert Kingdom: How Oil and Water Forged Modern Saudi Arabia and an editor at Middle East Report. 

The atlantic, Don't Stop at Iraq: Why the U.S. Should Withdraw From the Entire Persian Gulf

http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2011/12/dont-stop-at-iraq-why-the-us-should-withdraw-from-the-entire-persian-gulf/250389/, jj)

Led by Saudi Arabia, the Arab Gulf 

AND 

one that could easily spin out of control.

