Observation I: The Status Quo

Human rights abuses abound in Bahrain—activists marching for rights are met with bullets and tear gas. 

BBC News. “Bahrain protests: Police use tear gas to break up march,” (12 January 2012), o/l: <http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-16529578>. 

Security police have used tear gas and stun grenades to … 40 people were killed during the violence..  
The Bahraini government admits torture takes place, but has only paid lip service to abuses by security forces. Without an international signal of disapproval abuses will continue.
Lowe, Rebecca, 11/29/2011 (Senior Reporter at the International Bar Association, “Bahrain Regime Won’t Reform Says Protesters,” http://www.ibanet.org/Article/Detail.aspx?ArticleUid=3980DFC8-DBDE-4674-8DE8-B239260EACFD, Access 12/6/2011)

‘If we take to heart the findings of this … to know they are accountable.’
Therefore we propose the following plan:  
The United States Federal Government should substantially increase political party development programs for all opposition parties in Bahrain.

Observation II: The Advantages
Advantage I: Human Rights

Silence towards the Bahraini regime about abuses is a gross moral failing and a crime against humanity. 

Bahrain Freedom Movement 1/6/12 <http://www.vob.org/en/index.php?show=news&action=article&id=1089>.

The regime’s own investigation commission had ….basis of consensus of its people.
The best way to advance humanity and collective security is the continued advancement of the framework of human rights.  This is a moral imperative.
Copelan, 99. (Rhonda Copeland, law professor, NYU, NEW YORK CITY LAW REVIEW, 1999, p. 71-2.)
The indivisible human rights framework survived the Cold War …. and foreign policy.

Advantage II: The Saudi Spring

The Arab Spring is quickly moving to the heart of the Middle East.  Saudi Arabia is providing just enough support to keep the Bahraini monarchy in power—this draws out Bahraini instability as a decoy strategy to buy themselves more time to crack down on domestic protests. 

Jacobs, Joshua. “The quiet war in Saudi Arabia,” Open Democracy (15 January 2012), <http://www.opendemocracy.net/joshua-jacobs/quiet-war-in-saudi-arabia>. [Joshua Jacobs is a Gulf Policy Analyst and published columnist at the Institute for Gulf Affairs.]

While western powers have been happy to use Saudi Arabia as an ally to ratchet up …against the protest movement. 
The crackdowns will fail.  Western collusion in a media-blackout on the Saudi Spring is part of a concerted effort to contain the inevitable, at the expense of whitewashing human rights violations.

Jacobs, Joshua. “The quiet war in Saudi Arabia,” Open Democracy (15 January 2012), <http://www.opendemocracy.net/joshua-jacobs/quiet-war-in-saudi-arabia>. [Joshua Jacobs is a Gulf Policy Analyst and published columnist at the Institute for Gulf Affairs.]

Despite this attack and others like it, the rumblings and tremors of protest and .. warm spring in Saudi Arabia.

Observation III: Solvency

Direct U.S. support for opposition groups is key to sending a clear message that human rights abuses are unacceptable.  The monarchy continues the crackdown because the U.S. fence-sits.

Rogin, Josh and Nabeel Rajab. “Is the U.S. on the wrong side of history in Bahrain?” Foreign Policy, 6 December 2011, o/l: <http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/12/06/is_the_us_on_the_wrong_side_of_history_in_bahrain>. [Josh Rogin reports on national security and foreign policy from the Pentagon to Foggy Bottom, the White House to Embassy Row, for The Cable. Nabeel Rajab is the president of the Bahrain Center for Human Rights and received the Woodrow Wilson Center's 2011 Ion Ratiu Democracy Award for his work documenting human rights abuses conducted by the Bahraini ruling family.]
President Barack Obama's administration …. and that's what we are fighting for.


Solvency is empirically proven—the more the U.S. vocalizes opposition to the Bahraini government and support for the demands of the protestors, the more the government caves to pressures to adhere to international norms.

Diwan, ’11 [Kristin Smith Diwan, Assistant Professor, School of International Service, American University, Interviewer: Bernard Gwertzman, Consulting Editor, CFR.org, “Un-Unified Oppositions in Bahrain and Yemen”, March 23, http://www.cfr.org/middle-east/un-unified-oppositions-bahrain-yemen/p24464, CMR]
There were statements after the initial crackdown….of what's taking place. 
Human  rights are critical to resist  multifarious forms of oppression - human  rights seeks to embolden
activists against repressive state-based policies. 
Brown, professor of political science at UC Berkeley, Spring/Summer 2k4
(Wendy."The Most We can Hope For,'' The South Atlantic Quarterly I 03:213 p. pro-quest)
<Hum an rights activism is a moral-political  project and if it displaces, competes with, … beliefs that they live by. (56, 57)>
Human rights discourse is key to emancipatory politics
Baxi, Professor of Law at the University of Warwick, Fall1998
(Upendra, "Voices of Suffering and the Future of human rights," 8 Transnat'l L. & Co ntemp. Probs. 125)
Much of the Twentieth Century. especially its later half,  will be recalled as an "Age of Human R ights." No ….. the barbaric practices of politics.
Rights discourse is key to self-determination. It inists that every person  has a right to bear witness to
violations and opens up sites of resistance  to hegemonic oppression
Baxi, Professor of Law at the University of Warwick, Fall l998
(Upendra, "Voices of Suffering and the Future of human rights," 8 Transnat'I L. & Contemp. Probs. 125)
<The languages of human rights often are integral to tasks … open up sites of resistance.>
stuff

HUMAN RIGHTS ARE  UNIVERSAL; VIOLATIONS ARE ALW-AYS WRONG AND
THERE ARE NO ROOM  FOR EXCEPTIONS
William F. Schulz (Executive Director, Amnesty  International  USA) In Our Own Best Interest: How Defending
Human Rights Benefits Us All   Beacon Press, Boston; 2001 nlr.
'The fact is that human rights, as articulated in the …. common life together.
We have a responsibility to act morally in international relations.
Lumsdaine·'93 (David Halioran,Moral Vision in International Politics Princeton University Press
1993, brw)
CAN MORAL factors make a difference in .. but of justice and mercy.
