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AT: Failed States

Conflict from failed states won’t escalate – not a major threat to the US.

Logan, Cato Institute foreign policy studies associate director, and Preble, Cato Institute foreign policy studies director, 2008

[Justin and Logan, 3-15-08, “Fixing Failed States A Cure Worse than the Disease?” http://hir.harvard.edu/failed-states/fixing-failed-states, p.1, accessed 3-19-11, TP]

The fetish for fixing failed states … United States, and attempting to “fix” them portends serious problems for US policy. 

Failed states are not a threat – empirically proven.

Logan, Cato Institute foreign policy studies associate director, and Preble, Cato Institute foreign policy studies director, 2008

[Justin and Logan, 3-15-08, “Fixing Failed States A Cure Worse than the Disease?” http://hir.harvard.edu/failed-states/fixing-failed-states, p.2, accessed 3-19-11, TP]

Anti-sovereignty … have demonstrated, however, terrorism is a response to political grievances, not a consequence of poverty. Accordingly, using the threat of terrorism to justify nation building in failed states is inappropriate. 

2NC Overview

The DA outweighs and turns case –

A) Magnitude – US Russian relations are key to prevent nuclear war – that’s the only scenario for nuclear extinction. 

Bostrom, Oxford philosophy faculty, 2 

[Nick, “Existential Risks Analyzing Human Extinction Scenarios and Related Hazards,” Published in the Journal of Evolution and Technology, Vol. 9, March, http://www.nickbostrom.com/existential/risks.html]
A much greater existential … for instance, is not an existential risk, since it would not destroy or thwart humankind’s potential permanently.

This always outweighs
Bostrom, Oxford philosophy professor, July 5
[Nick, Transcribed by Matt Struth, 4:38-6:12 of the talk at http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/view/id/44, accessed 2-2-8]

Now if we think about what … even the tiniest decrease in existential risk would just overwhelm every other benefit you could hope to achieve.  

AT: Magnitsky Attachment Turn Relations

Obama will water it down
Butler, AP, 3-27-12

(Desmond, “US trade upgrade may worsen relations with Russia,” http://www.ocala.com/article/20120327/APW/1203270577?template=printart, accessed 3-27-12, CMM)

Prospects were uncertain for … already face about whether they are on a U.S. blacklist.

Washington Post, 2-23-12

(“Baucus meets Medvedev ahead of Russia trade debate,” http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/baucus-meets-medvedev-ahead-of-russia-trade-debate/2012/02/22/gIQAeM2EVR_story.html, accessed 2-23-12, CMM)

These Republicans — … the Russians to take retaliatory measures against the United States in other areas of bilateral cooperation. 
Kerry blocks
WSJ, 2-14-12

(“Our Friends the Russians,” http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203646004577215363604491448.html?mod=googlenews_wsj, accessed 2-24-12, CMM)

A Russian government committee found that Magnitsky … a second Obama Administration. So his committee calendar fills up with items like the Haiti 
Reforestation Act.
AT: Relations Resilient

Relations are sustainable but that can collapse easily – maintaining cooperation is critical. 

Allison, Director of Harvard Kennedy School’s Belfer Assistant Secretary of Defense in the first Clinton Administration, and Blackwill, Henry A. Kissinger senior fellow for U.S. foreign policy at the Council on Foreign Relations, 11

(Graham and Robert D., Deputy national security adviser for strategic planning under President George W. Bush, presidential envoy to Iraq and was the administration’s coordinator for U.S. policies regarding Afghanistan and Iran, Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs Harvard University, “Russia and U.S. National Interests: Why Should Americans Care?,” A Report of the Task Force on Russia and U.S. National Interest, http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/files/Russia-and-US-NI_final-web.pdf, accessed 2-23-12, CMM)
Just as the United States … relationship with Russia to advance vital American national interests, but do so without illusions regarding either Moscow’s sometimes neo-imperial ambitions, or the pace of democratic change in Russia. 
AT: Thumper – Syria Aid

Haven’t provided it yet – no way to get it there.

US News, 3-28-12

[“Source: U.S. Would Funnel Syrian Aid Through Regional Allies” http://www.usnews.com/news/blogs/dotmil/2012/03/28/source-us-would-funnel-syrian-aid-through-regional-allies, accessed 3-29-12, TAP]

The United States would not use … World Report if Washington moves ahead with an aid package "this would generally be done through our allies in the region."  A Pentagon spokesman had not yet replied to a request for comment.

AT: Thumper – Military Aid Egypt

Part of his econ focus

Myers, NYT, 3-23-12

(Steven Lee, “Once Imperiled, U.S. Aid to Egypt Is Restored,” 3-23-12, http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/24/world/middleeast/once-imperiled-united-states-aid-to-egypt-is-restored.html?_r=1&emc=tnt&tntemail1=y, accessed 3-24-12) PM

WASHINGTON — An intense debate within the …, which has been a foundation of United States-Egyptian relations for over three decades, sidestepped a new Congressional requirement that for the first time directly links arms sales to Egypt’s protection of basic freedoms. No new military aid had been delivered since the fiscal year began last October, and Egypt’s military has all but exhausted funds approved in previous years.

That’s key to PC
Sargent, Washington Post, 2-21-12

(Greg, “Will improving economy boost Obama’s leverage over GOP?,” http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/plum-line/post/will-improving-economy-boost-obamas-leverage-over-gop/2012/02/21/gIQAta4URR_blog.html, accessed 2-24-12, CMM)

Will Obama’s victory on the payroll tax cut — …, with his bona fides established, the president can move into the next election, making a clear case for his side.”

Indeed, the bet Obama is making here is that the above template will work in his favor even if he doesn’t get his way.
Won’t cost pc – Obama’s deflecting blame to Clinton
Myers, NYT, 3-23-12

(Steven Lee, “Once Imperiled, U.S. Aid to Egypt Is Restored,” 3-23-12, http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/24/world/middleeast/once-imperiled-united-states-aid-to-egypt-is-restored.html?_r=1&emc=tnt&tntemail1=y, accessed 3-24-12) PM

Mrs. Clinton’s decision provoked …n leverage over Egypt’s generals to transfer political power to a newly elected government without jeopardizing existing military contracts.  A looming deadline for payments, however, forced the issue before then, and the White House and Pentagon pressed for a waiver, officials said. A White House spokesman referred questions to the State Department, and the Pentagon did not respond to requests for comment.

AT: HC

Decision won’t be released until after the JV vote is over

Healthcare repeal energizes the democratic base – boosts political capital
Blake, Washington Post, 3-23-12

(Aaron, “On health care, Supreme Court loss could be electoral win,” http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/the-fix/post/on-health-care-supreme-court-loss-could-be-electoral-win/2012/03/22/gIQAresaUS_blog.html, accessed 3-24-12, CMM)
President Obama’s biggest legislative victory … — the last chance to modify the law prior to enactment.”

Maybe this is the reason we saw the Obama Administration ask the court to take up the issue this year. While they would rather not have to defend their law in front of the Supreme Court, it’s better to do it in an election year in which Democrats could potentially reap some gains from an adverse ruling.

And it’s quite possible that they have more to gain than Republicans do.
Generic Link EXT

Congress supports the old regime in Yemen –no support for the plan

Karman, Head of NED grantee Women Journalists Without Chains, 6-18-11

 [Tawakkol, “Yemen’s Unfinished Revolution” The New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/19/opinion/19karman.html?pagewanted=all, 6-18-11, access date: 09-01-11, MAY] 

This is because the … allow a transitional government approved by the people to take control of Yemen. This would be a grave mistake. 

Yemen assistance ignites a firestorm-massive momentum for cuts now

Sheridan, Washington Post Correspondent, 7/27/11

(Mary Beth, 7/27/11, “House panel to vote on bill that would slash State Department funding, impose new restrictions”, www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/checkpoint-washington/post/house-panel-to-vote-on-bill-that-would-slash-some-state-department-funding/2011/07/27/gIQA3NxocI_blog.html, accessed 9/27/11, EEG)

A key House panel is to vote Wednesday … operating budget by around 14 percent. It also would significantly cut development assistance and contributions to multilateral institutions such as the World Bank.  

Aid to Yemen will be perceived as funding al-Qaeda

Analysis Intelligence, 3/2/11
[“Yemen on the Brink: President Saleh, the Opposition and the AQAP”, http://www.analysisintelligence.com/osint/yemen-on-the-brink-president-saleh-the-opposition-and-aqap/, 03-02-11, access date: 09-01-11, MAY]
The central problem for …to AQAP’s activities than Mr. Saleh’s ruling GPC party. 

Relations Internal Link – AT: Missile Defense, Syria

Trade relations spillover to bolster all relations – they outweigh missile defense and Syria
Berry, The New Zealand Herald, 3-11-12

(Lynn, “Path to harmony remains tricky after Putin"s win,” lexis, accessed 3-11-12, CMM)
Now that his return to the Kremlin is secure, Vladimir … for global trade.

Since both Obama and Putin have an interest in seeing economic ties grow, the best chance for the US and Russia to improve their relations may lie in business and trade.
Internal Link – AT – No Persuasion (Klein)

1. Klein admits no alternative – passivity more dangerous

Klein, Washington Post columnist, 3-19-12

[Ezra, New Yorker, “The Unpersuaded? Who listens to a President?”, http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2012/03/19/120319fa_fact_klein?currentPage=all, accessed 3-28-12, AFB]

After three years in Washington, David Axelrod…, “We didn’t put the payroll-tax cut into our speeches in the fall because we didn’t think we could pass it, and we worried that if we included it in our rhetoric it might pollute the issue and impair our chances of getting it done after the election.”

2. Klein’s argument is flawed – focused too narrowly in specific speeches, and has no alt

Drum, Mother Jones political analyst, 3-12-12

[Kevin, Mother Jones, “Presidents and the Bully Pulpit”, http://motherjones.com/kevin-drum/2012/03/presidents-and-bully-pulpit, accessed 3-28-12, AFB]

Do presidents really have the power to persuade? ..has the better of the argument here. But even if public opinion can rarely be directly challenged and turned around, it can be molded and channeled. Presidents and their party machines can influence which latent issues stay dormant and which ones become national obsessions. They can take advantage of events in ways that others can't. After all, talking is what human beings do. It's hard to credit the idea that it never really accomplishes anything.
Uniqueness EXT

PNTR will pass – multiple warrants: 

Repeal will pass – Obama’s pushing
ICTSD, International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development, 3-21-12

(Bridges Weekly Trade News Digest • Volume 16 • Number 11, “US Lawmakers Begin Debate on Russia Trade Restrictions,” http://ictsd.org/i/news/bridgesweekly/128997/, accessed 3-24-12, CM)
The highly-anticipated … to repeal the Jackson-Vanik amendment “within a couple of months.”
Will Pass – Coming Soon

Debate is coming 
ICTSD, International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development, 2-29-12

(Bridges Weekly Trade News Digest • Volume 16 • Number 8 • 29th February 2012, “Russia Trade Debate Prepares to Kick Off in Washington,” http://ictsd.org/i/news/bridgesweekly/126847/, accessed 3-6-12, CMM)
US-Russia trade ties are entering back … [such as barriers to agricultural trade and concerns over intellectual property rights enforcement] in the WTO.”
Coming next month
Barkley, WSJ, 2-17-12

(Tom, “Tensions With Russia Loom Over Trade Debate,” http://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2012/02/17/tensions-with-russia-loom-over-trade-debate/, accessed 2-18-12, CMM)
Baucus is expected to schedule a hearing … “This trip will help lead Russia to end its unfair trade practices that hurt American businesses, ranchers and farmers.”
AT: Won’t Pass – Kyl 

Kyl will back down
Inside U.S. Trade, 3-15-12

(“Baucus Eyes Russia MFN Vote After Duma Ratifies WTO Accession,” http://insidetrade.com/Inside-US-Trade/Inside-U.S.-Trade-03/16/2012/baucus-eyes-russia-mfn-vote-after-duma-ratifies-wto-accession/menu-id-172.html, accessed 3-17-12, CMM)
Kyl stopped short of saying … Russia's WTO accession and whether more should be done to protect U.S. interests.
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