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T – Material Support
Topical affs must provide material support-they can’t just be diplomatic or symbolic 

Burnell, Warwick International Studies professor, 2000
(Peter, Democracy Assistance: International Cooperation for Democratization, pg 5-6, ldg)

When defining democracy assistance there […] can involve somewhat arbitrary judgments. 
Assistance is distinct from diplomacy or symbolic actions

Stahn et al., Free University Berlin, 2007
(Andreas, “Different actors, different tools? Approaching EU and US democracy promotion in the Mediterranean and the Newly Independent States”, May, http://aei.pitt.edu/7911/1/hullen-v-03e.pdf, DOA: 10-24-11, ldg)

Tools as a category are […] linked to the different choices sketched. 
Precision---only our interpretation preserves it---that’s key to the entire academic project of democracy assistance

Lappin, PhD candidate at the Centre for Peace Research and Strategic Studies, 2010
(Richard, “What We Talk About When We Talk About Democracy Assistance: The Problem of Definition in Post-Conflict Approaches”, CEJISS Volume 4, Issue 1, http://soc.kuleuven.be/iieb/docs/2010/CEJISS-lappin.pdf, ldg)

By the end of the 1990s, the term […] in practice, will ultimately be undermined. 
Jackson Vanik Politics
Will pass- PC is Key

Fox Business, 3-15 

("Obama's Push on Trade With Russia Raises Senate Concerns," 3-15-12, www.foxbusiness.com/news/2012/03/15/obamas-push-on-trade-with-russia-raises-senate-concerns/, accessed 3-24-12, mss)
Senators from both parties […] exporters in order to send a message to Moscow.
Democracy assistance drains capital – no constituency, tea party influence and fear of Muslim takeover. 

Hamid, Project on Middle East Democracy director of research, 2011

(Shadi, "Tunisia, Egypt, Arab world need bold US support for democracy, not mixed messages," 1-26-11, Dow Jones Factiva, accessed 6-11-11, mtf)
Hard to shift gears now  Considering the […] likely to make Americans uncomfortable.)
PC key- China proves

Palmer, Reuters staff, 12-13 
(Doug, "Russia trade vote will be "hard lift": U.S. lawmaker," Reuters, 12-13-11, mobile.reuters.com/article/politicsNews/idUSTRE7BC1DE20111213?irpc=932, accessed 3-24-12, mss)
The White House faces a major […] by the administration of President Bill Clinton.
C. PNTR key to sustainable relations- psychology and political constituency

Allison et al, Harvard Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs director, 11
(Graham Allison, Harvard Kennedy School’s Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs director, leading analyst of U.S. national security and defense policy for three decades, former Assistant Secretary of Defense, and Robert D. Blackwill, Council on Foreign Relations U.S. foreign policy senior fellow, former deputy assistant to the president and deputy national security adviser for strategic planning under George W. Bush, former Ambassador to India, served in the National Security Council, former Harvard international security lecturer, et al, “Russia and U.S. National Interests: Why Should Americans Care,” Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs & the Center for the National Interest, October 2011, http://www.cftni.org/Russia-and-US-NI_final-web.pdf, accessed 3-24-12, mss)
Bilateral U.S.-Russian trade and investment remains […] country grows and acquires critical mass.  
Strong relations key to prevent US-Russia war AND solve the aff- the alternative empowers Russian ultra-nationalists

Cohen, NYU Russia studies professor, 11 

(Stephen, Ph.D. in government and Russian studies from Columbia University, he has studied Russia's history and politics for fifty years as professor of politics and Russian studies at Princeton University (1968-98) and then Russian Studies and History at New York University since then, advised former President George H.W. Bush, The Nation contributing editor, "Obama's Russia 'Reset'," The Nation, 6-1-11, www.thenation.com/article/161063/obamas-russia-reset-another-lost-opportunity?page=full, accessed 3-23-12, mss)
An enduring existential reality has been […] the reset, it is highly vulnerable to such attacks.
God DA
Engaging political questions corrupts our relationship to god

Copeland, University of Miami School of Law associate professor, 9 
(Charlton C., "God-Talk in the Age of Obama: Theology and Religious Political Engagement," Denver University Law Review, 86 Denv. U.L. Rev. 663, 2009, l/n, accessed 1-27-12, mss)
The rejection of the social order and its culture as a response to the call of […] culture is near-complete separation of the two realms.
Your ultimate concern ought to be how to be properly related to God- it’s the only worthwhile source of value

Craig, Talbot School of Theology philosophy research professor, 4

(Dr. William Lane, Ph.D. in philosophy from the University of Birmingham (England), Th.D. under from the University of Munich, "Does God Exist?" 2004, delveintojesus.com/Articles/64/Does-God-Exist.aspx, accessed 11-20-11, mss)

C. S. Lewis once remarked that God is not the sort of […] despair over hope, meaningfulness and happiness.
Referendum CP
Counterplan: The United States Federal Government should propose that it should offer to mediate a dialogue among Syrian democratic opposition groups for the purpose of negotiating a democratic transition in Syria in the form of a binding public referendum. 

Counterplan solves- public backs democracy assistance

Tures, LaGrange College political science associate professor, 7

(John, "The Democracy-Promotion Gap in American Public Opinion," Journal of American Studies, Dec 2007, 41(3), proquest, accessed 11-5-11, mss)
During the years of the Cold War, Americans appeared […] thought this would be a bad idea.14
Counterplan demonstrates direct democracy is feasible- key to solve the concentration of political power and impending crises that cause extinction

Gare, Swinburne University social sciences professor, 3 

(Arran, Swinburne University (Melbourne, Australia), Ph.D. from Murdoch University, "Beyond Social Democracy? Beyond Social Democracy?" Democracy and Nature, 9(3), Nov 2003, ebsco, accessed 6-30-11, mss)

The analysis of the global economy exposes the illusions […] the destruction of the ecological conditions of their existence.
Supreme Court CP
Text: The United States Supreme Court should rule that Syrian right to democracy requires mediating a dialogue among Syrian democratic opposition groups for the purposes of negotiating a democratic transition in Syria.

Allows Congress to take a position-solves backlash

Whittington, politics professor at Princeton, 2007

(Keith, “Political foundations of judicial supremacy” 136-137, ldg)

Effective political leaders find the means […] the lacuna left by the judicial decisions. 
Case – Solvency

Assad stable-key groups won’t abandon him. 

Starr, Dubin City University Interantional Security MA, 2-29-12

(Stephen, lived in Syria the last 5 years and former Syria Times editor, “Five Years in Damascus”, http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2012/02/29/five_years_in_damascus, DOA: 2-29-12, ldg)
The regime remains strong[…] realize it -- are the growing
Assad will lash out against Israel

Ceren, editor of Mere Rhetoric, 11

(Omri, Ph.D candidate at USC in media and argumentation, “Just How Bad Could a Syrian Collapse Get,” Israel Bonds Commentary, August 1,  http://commentarymagazine.com/2011/08/01/Syrian-collapse-israel/, accessed 3-25-12, tlr)
But the continued stability of […] and military justifications for retaliation would be overwhelming.
Iran and Hezbollah perceive Assad as stable now—plan causes them to go for broke and destabilize the entire region—that takes out case solvency

ICG, International Crisis Group, 11

(“Uncharted Waters: Thinking Through Syria’s Dynamics,” November 24, http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/egypt-syria-lebanon/syria/B031-uncharted-waters-thinking-through-syrias-dynamics.aspx, accessed 3-25-12, tlr)

They have grounds to be worried. International pressure […] their Lebanese Sunni allies. 
Dialogue fails

Avni, New York Based foreign correspondent for over 25 years, 3-12-12
(Benny, “Sipping tea won’t stop Syrian slaughter”, http://www.nypost.com/p/news/opinion/opedcolumnists/sipping_tea_won_stop_syrian_slaughter_acdems0x9qkoKBo9gLa36H, DOA: 3-20-12, ldg)

Before leaving Syria yesterday, Annan told […] fighting can end is with his victory 
Case – Civil War

Multiple alt causes to unifying the opposition.

Ibish, American Task Force on Palestine Fellow, 2011
(Hussien “Is civil war in Syria inevitable?” Sep. 6, 11 http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2011/09/is-civil-war-in-syria-inevitable/244614/?single_page=true accessed: 11/6/11)mlb

 Sectarian differences, tensions […] Salafism, and even Salafist-Jihadism. 
No civil war or sectarian violence- Syria will be stable

Abdul-Hussain, Al-Rai newspaper Washington bureau chief,, 11 
[Hussain, "No civil war after Assad," NOW Lebanon, 4-27-11, www.nowlebanon.com/NewsArchiveDetails.aspx?ID=264958, accessed 8-6-11, mss]
No civil war after Assad

Since the outbreak of the Syrian uprising […]nor head into a civil war.
Instability inevitable – escalating radicalization ensures

Jansen, The Irish Times, 2-20
(Michael, "Uprising will fail but leave lasting divisions, analysts say," The Irish Times, 2-20-12, lexis, accessed 2-24-12, mtf)
The stalemate in the power struggle […] US and Europe the opposition.
No Middle East escalation – common interest checks and US is not key

Fettweis, Assistant Professor of National Security Affairs, 2007
(Christopher J., National Security Decision Making Department of the US Naval War College, "On the Consequences of Failure in Iraq," Survival 49.4, p. 83-98, Military & Government Collection. EBSCOhost, accessed 9-25-11, mtf)

Without the US presence, a second […] far more likely than outright warfare. 
Case – Saudi

No conflict-Iran gave up on Syria. 

Afrasiabi, Ph.D, professor of political science at Boston University, 11
Kaveh, Asia Times, Ph.D.“Iran Makes a u-turn on Syria,” 9/1/11 http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Middle_East/MI01Ak01.html, accessed 11-6-11, tlr)

After months of tacitly echoing Damascus' dismissal of the growing […] to the author on the condition of anonymity. 
No Impact to Saudi-Iranian tensions – wont’ turn into a military conflict

Al-Jamal, columnist, 11
(Moussa Mahmoud, “Is Iran ‘sectarianizing’ Bahrain conflict?” Al Arabiya News, 4-20-11, http://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2011/04/20/146144.html, accessed 9-26-11, beh)

Both Mr. Salman and Mr. Mousavi, however, […] the Western agenda,” he said.  

Economic growth unsustainable—collapse inevitable-3 reasons

McKenzie, contributor to New Scientist, 2008

(Debora, “Are we doomed?; The very nature of civilisation may make its demise inevitable, says Debora MacKenzie”, New Scientist, 4-5, lexis, ldg)
DOOMSDAY. The end of civilisation. Literature and film […] the long run this cannot be sustainable. 

Growth causes war-collapse doesn’t

Deudney, John Hopkins political science professor, 1991

(Daniel, “Environment and security: Muddled thinking.”, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists; Apr1991, Vol. 47 Issue 3, ebsco, ldg)

 In a second scenario, declining living […] environmental degradation would inevitably lead to war

No Saudi prolif – laundry list

Lippman, CFR Senior Adjunct Scholar, 2011

(Thomas, “Saudi Arabia’s Nuclear Policy – Lippman” SUSRIS 8-5-11  http://www.susris.com/2011/08/05/saudi-arabia%E2%80%99s-nuclear-policy-lippman/ accessed: 3-26-12 mlb)

 Even aside from the fact that such a nuclear program […] which it is becoming increasingly dependent. 
***2NC***

T

Democracy assistance is defined by money transfer

Macrow, LaTrobe education studies lecturer, 2006
(Athena, “The ambiguous politics of teachers in the reconstruction of Iraq.”, Journal for Critical Education Policy Studies,  http://www.jceps.com/index.php?pageID=article&articleID=75, DOA: 10-10-11, ldg)
Under the broad agenda […] used to rebuild governing institutions.
DA is a transfer of resources. 

Lappin, PhD candidate at the Centre for Peace Research and Strategic Studies, 2010
(Richard, “What We Talk About When We Talk About Democracy Assistance: The Problem of Definition in Post-Conflict Approaches”, CEJISS Volume 4, Issue 1, http://soc.kuleuven.be/iieb/docs/2010/CEJISS-lappin.pdf, ldg)
Democracy assistance can […] groups, media groups and political parties 
The plan is diplomatic democracy promotion-not assistance

McFaul et al., former ambassador to Russia, 2006
(Michael, “Engaging Autocratic Allies to Promote Democracy”, Washington Quarterly, Spring, project muse, ldg)
Moreover, if change is initiated […] condition for peaceful regime change. 
Referendum
2. Root cause- concentration of power makes all their impacts inevitable

Fotopoulos, International Journal of Inclusive Democracy editor, 97

(Takis, former Polytechnic of North London economics senior lecturer, Inclusive Democracy movement founder, Towards an Inclusive Democracy, 1997, accessed 8-22-11, pg. x-xi, mss)

But, if a 'radical' democracy, under today's […] way out of the present multidimensional crisis.
3. Takes out solvency- domestic reform key to democracy assistance

Diamond, Stanford University Hoover Institution senior fellow, 8 

(Larry, co-editor of the Journal of Democracy, The Spirit of Democracy, 2008, 346-7, accessed: 3-17-2010, ldg)

Increasingly, Americans feel that there is something […] “Do as we say, not as we do.”

4. Turns war- settled conceptions of democracy license violence

Barkawi and Laffey, international relations lecturers, 99
(Tarak, University of Wales international relations lecturer, and Mark, University of London international relations lecturer, European Journal of International Relations, 5(4), 1999, SAGE, accessed 8-18-11, mss)

Liberal democratic institutions enable the expression —[…]may licence violence against them.10
5. Nuclear war doesn’t cause extinction

Seitz, Harvard University Center for International Affairs visiting scholar, 6 
(Russell, "The' Nuclear Winter ' Meltdown; Photoshopping the Apocalypse," adamant.typepad.com/seitz/2006/12/preherein_honor.html, accessed 9-25-11, mss)
The recent winter solstice witnessed a 'Carl Sagan […] a new generation of  X-Box.
2. Deliberation massively increases support for foreign aid- including democracy

Brady, UC Berkeley political science professor, 3

(Henry, University of California, Berkeley Goldman School of Public Policy dean, Monroe Deutsch Professor of Political Science and Public Policy, American Political Science Association president, PhD in Economics and Political Science from MIT, and James Fiskin, and Robert Luskin, "Informed Public Opinion About Foreign Policy: The uses of deliberative polling," Summer 2003, www.brookings.edu/articles/2003/summer_elections_brady.aspx, accessed 11-4-11, mss)
Beyond Iraq and international security, […] experts, and reflected on America's place in the world.
That’s just as true today- public supports 10 times the current aid budget when given the facts

Norris, Center for American Progress sustainable security program director, 11 
(John, "Foreign Aid Debate," Tulsa World (Oklahoma), 5-8-11, l/n, accessed 11-5-11, mss)

In poll after poll, Americans […] 10 times the current level.
Inability to accommodate minor modifications exposes the irrelevancy of the perm- links to the rubber-stamping disad

Parkin and Mendelsohn, Queen's University political science professor and Centre for Research and Information on Canada, 2001

(Andrew and Matthew, "Introducing Direct Democracy,", IRPP vol7 no5, June, accessed: 3-17-2010, http://www.irpp.org/fasttrak/index.htm, ldg)
 The indirect initiative is the form […] in the process may erode. 
AND- genuine deliberation is key to civic transformation

Parkin and Mendelsohn, Queen's University political science professor and Centre for Research and Information on Canada, 2001

(Andrew and Matthew, "Introducing Direct Democracy,", IRPP vol7 no5, June, accessed: 3-17-2010, http://www.irpp.org/fasttrak/index.htm, ldg)
Second, referendum processes can be […] part of a referendum campaign. 
Plan severs certainty-

A. Resolved means unconditional

American Heritage, 9

(American Heritage Dictionary, 4th Edition "resolved," 2009, http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/Resolved, mss)

re·solve   (rĭ-zŏlv')   v.   tr.

 1. To make a firm decision about.

B. Should requires mandatory action

Words and Phrases, 1953, Vol. 39, p. 312. 

Command implied. The […] statute is mandatory.

Mechanism mandates certainty – “increase” must be a mandate

HEFC 2004

(Higher Education Funding Council for England, “Joint Committee on the Draft Charities Bill Written Evidence”, June, http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt200304/jtselect/jtchar/167/167we98.htm, ldg)

9.1  The Draft Bill creates an obligation […] be considered to be ever-increasing.
“Substantial” mean unconditional

Words & Phrases 64 

(40 W&P 759)

The words “outward, open, actual, […] undivided; sole; opposed to inclusive.
3. Severs immediacy – “should” means done now

Summer, Oklahoma Supreme Court, 1994

(Justice, “Kelsey v. Dollarsaver Food Warehouse of Durant”,http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?CiteID=20287#marker3fn14, ldg)

4 The legal question to […] 365, 1 S.Ct. 336, 337, 27 L.Ed. 201 (1882). 

Solvency

Civil War

Saudi
Winning in Syria just means Iran wrecks Bahrain and Iraq. 

Milani, South Florida International Affairs professor, 10-11-11

(Mohsen, “Iran and Saudi Arabia Square Off”, http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/136409/mohsen-m-milani/iran-and-saudi-arabia-square-off, DOA: 10-13-11, ldg)
The Iranian-Saudi rivalry has also […] particularly in Bahrain and Iraq. 

***1NR***
Referendum
Doesn’t link to politics- public choice shields Congress

DuVivier, University of Denver law professor, 6
(K.K., University of Denver Sturm College of Law associate professor, "The United States as a Democratic Ideal? International Lessons in Referendum Democracy," Temple Law Review, 79 Temp. L. Rev. 821, Fall 2006, l/n, accessed 11-6-11, ldg/mss)
Government-sponsored referendums are those […] its use as a campaign issue in pending elections).
[Matt note: footnote 147 included]

Politics

More evidence- only extinction risk

Bostrum, Oxford philosophy professor, 2 
(Nick, "Existential Risks," Journal of Evolution and Technology, Vol. 9, No. 1, 2002, www.nickbostrom.com/existential/risks.html, accessed 3-24-12, mss)
A much greater existential risk emerged […] encounter in the 21st century.
2. Risk of war high now- Russian resurgence, mil mod, tensions, treaty failure

Snyder, DC-based lawyer, 12-7

(Michael, “The Russian Bear Is Back, The Soviet Union Is Being Revived And The Cold War Is Not Over,” The American Dream, 12-7-12, l/n, accessed 3-25-12, mss) 

The Russian Bear is […] news report about this development right here.
Jackson-Vanik repeal key to Russian democracy

Ryzhkov, Russian opposition leader, 3-20 

(Vladimir, co-founder of the opposition Party of People's Freedom, State Duma deputy from 1993 to 2007, hosts a political talk show on Ekho Moskvy radio and is professor of the Higher School of Economics (Moscow), "Replace Jackson-Vanik With the Magnitsky Act," Moscow Times, 3-20-12, www.themoscowtimes.com/opinion/article/replace-jackson-vanik-with-the-magnitsky-act/455023.html, accessed 3-23-12, mss)
In our appeal to the U.S. Congress, my colleagues and […] that process should be repealed.

Key to preventing Russian neo-imperialism and war

Blank, SSI National security affairs professor, 7

(Stephen, Ph.D. in history from the University of Chicago, Strategic Studies Institute, “Russian Democracy, Revisited,” Spring 2007, http://www.securityaffairs.org/issues/2007/12/blank.php, DOA: 12-18-11, ldg)

Gvosdev defends his brand of realism as a moral […] the cost of international catastrophe.

Will pass- its Obama’s top priority

Martinez, Moscow Times reporter, 3-14 

(Ken, "McFaul Pushes for Trade Status," Moscow Times, 3-14-12, www.themoscowtimes.com/business/article/mcfaul-pushes-for-trade-status/454625.html, accessed 3-23-12, mss)
The Obama administration will […] it not to happen.
Top of docket – and will pass – their author

RIA Novosti, 3-28

("Diplomatic/Policy Newsletter (March 27-28)," 3-28-12, Factiva, accessed 3-29-12, mtf)
Obama has spoken against […] interview with Voice of America last week.
Will pass – IPR action plan builds momentum in both houses

Inside US Trade, 3-23

("U.S.-Russia IPR 'Action Plan' Likely Meant To Build Support For WTO Vote," Inside U.S. Trade, 3-23-12, lexis, accessed 3-29-12, mtf)
The United States and Russia […] owners before Russia joins the WTO this summer."
Jackson-Vanik is top of the docket – Obama push ensures passage

Verona, President of U.S.-Russia Business Council, 3-29

(Ed, "The True Cost of Jackson-Vanik," 3-29-12, http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/the-true-cost-jackson-vanik-6702?page=1, accessed 3-29-12) cab

In January, the Obama administration publicly […] Jackson-Vanik and extending PNTR.
PC key- Obama needs to push

Inside US Trade, 1-13 
(CNI, "White House Under Pressure To Do Heavy Lifting On Russia MFN Vote," www.cinpr.org.br/uploadAddress/INT130112%5B31775%5D.pdf, accessed 3-24-12, mss)
The Obama administration is under heavy […] for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). 
Now is key- WTO entry makes Jackson-Vanik a major barrier to relations

Miller, EastWest Institute senior associate, 11 

(Jacqueline McLaren, "The WTO and the Reset," EastWest Institute, 4-8-11, www.ewi.info/wto-and-reset, accessed 3-27-12, mss)

Jackson-Vanik’s ongoing application […] would then hurt the U.S. economy.
3. Business ties make relations resilient- PNTR is key to lock it in

Gvosdev, U.S. Naval War College national-security professor, 2-10 

(Nikolas, National Interest senior editor, "The Realist Prism: Resetting the U.S.-Russia Reset," 2-10-12, World Politics Review, webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:DH8B7VmCrHQJ:www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/11441/the-realist-prism-resetting-the-u-s-russia-reset+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us, accessed 3-27-12, mss)

The third is whether some of the new foundations […] blow to the whole idea of the reset.
Empirics prove – PC is key and other items trade off

Gvosdev, Atlantic Council, contributing editor, 9

(Nikolas, Atlantic Council contributing editor, adjunct professor at Georgetown University, Senior Fellow of Strategic Studies at The Nixon Center, “Obama’s Russia Reset – Don’t Forget About Congress,” 4-6-2009, http://www.acus.org/new_atlanticist/obamas-russia-reset-dont-forget-about-congress, accessed 3-28-12, ara)

And other key items on the agenda? They […] recommend he waste on the Russia portfolio?

Capital does matter-key to backdoor deals

Mandel, Commentary magazine assistant editor, 3-23-12

(Seth, “Lessons of Presidential Persuasion: Be the Commander-In-Chief”, http://www.commentarymagazine.com/2012/03/23/presidential-persuasion-commander-in-chief-obama-reagan-clinton/, DOA: 3-26-12, ldg)

I disagree. The details of the deal […] policy, visible and audible leadership on national security. 

Wins dissipate too fast---doesn’t generate sustainable capital

Farmer, Star-Ledger, 2011

(John, "Republican politics in Washington could place Israel at risk" 9-25, blog.nj.com/njv_john_farmer/2011/09/republican_politics_in_washing.html, DOA: 1-6-12, ldg)

In a 2007 Fox News interview, when Republican […] like: "Hey, guys, the water’s up to your knees." 

Obama won’t get credit for foreign policy wins—numerous examples prove 

Condon, National Journal White House correspondent, 2011

(George, “Even Libya Victory Holds Little Promise for Obama's Success”, 10-20, http://nationaljournal.com/whitehouse/even-libya-victory-holds-little-promise-for-obama-s-success-20111020, DOA: 2-8-12, ldg)

No one in 2008 could have anticipated […] foreign policy and defend against terrorist attacks.

