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The United States federal government should offer democratic governance assistance to Tunisia. 

Contention One – Credibility

Material support to democratic forces is key US credibility.

Pollack, Saban Center for Middle East Policy director, 12-5-11

(Kenneth, “America's Second Chance and the Arab Spring”, http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/12/05/americas_second_chance?page=0,3, DOA: 12-8-11, ldg)

To this end, the United States must embrace a long-term commitment to help the countries of the Middle East pursue a process of political, economic, and social transformation. This process should 
United States a second chance. It represents a new opportunity to remake America in Middle Eastern eyes, and become the country it imagines itself to be.
Aid now doesn’t solve – engaging the Ennadha is key

McIreney, Executive Director of the project on Middle East Democracy, 11

[Stephen, November 8, 2011, “Islamist Victory in Tunisia Presents Opportunity for U.S. Engagement”, http://fikraforum.org/2011/11/islamist-victory-in-tunisia-represents-opportunity-for-u-s-engagement/, 11/29/11, atl]

Ahead of the elections, many predicted that electoral success by Ennahda would be likely to stoke fear within two camps: Tunisian secularists anxious that the party may exploit this democratic opening to impose 
the region, which is an opportunity the U.S. cannot afford to miss. 

Relative power is declining and regaining legitimacy is the only way to ensure that the United States sustains power projection with stable international leverage and cooperation

Zakaria, professor of IR and political philosophy at Harvard and Columbia University, 11

[Fareed, “The Post-American World”, W. W. Norton & Company, 2011, 12/4/11, atl]

Legitimacy is power. The United States has every kind of power in ample supply these days except one: legitimacy. In today’s world, this is a critical deficiency. Legitimacy allows one to set the 
the Statue of Liberty, not an F-16. America’s image may not be as benign as Americans think, but it is, in the end, better than the alternatives. That is what has made its immense power tolerable to the world for so long. 

Future alt causes don’t apply – establishing moral legitimacy conforms future policies 

Finnemore, professor of political science and international affairs at George Washington University, 09

[Martha, January 2009, “Legitimacy, Hypocrisy, and the Social Structure of Unipolarity: Why Being a Unipole Isn’t All It’s Cracked Up to Be,” World Politics, Volume 61, Number 1, 2/13/12, atl]

Constructing a social system that legitimates preferred values can grease the wheels of unipolar power by inducing cooperation or at least acquiescence from others, but legitimacy’s assistance comes at a price. 
choices created by conflict among widely shared values will be unavoidable and may evoke some sympathy. Balancing these contradictions and maintaining the legitimacy of its power requires at least as much attention from a unipole as building armies or bank accounts.
The alternative is nuclear war
Zhang et al., Carnegie Endowment researcher, 2011
(Yuhan, “America’s decline: A harbinger of conflict and rivalry”, 1-22, http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2011/01/22/americas-decline-a-harbinger-of-conflict-and-rivalry/, DOA: 9-21-11, ldg)

This does not necessarily mean that the US is in systemic decline, but it encompasses a trend that appears to be negative and perhaps alarming. Although the US still possesses incomparable military prowess and its economy remains the world’s largest, the once 
by an authoritarian one, and trade protectionism devolves into restrictive, anti-globalisation barriers. This, at least, is one possibility we can forecast in a future that will inevitably be devoid of unrivalled US primacy.

Heg de-escalates conflict and provides the framing for international cooperation
Barnett, Naval War College Warfare Analysis & Research Department professor, 2011

(Thomas, “The New Rules: Leadership Fatigue Puts U.S., and Globalization, at Crossroads”, 3-7, http://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/8099/the-new-rules-leadership-fatigue-puts-u-s-and-globalization-at-crossroads, DOA: 10-9-11, ldg)

Let me be more blunt: As the guardian of globalization, the U.S. military has been the greatest force for peace the world has ever known. Had America been removed from the global dynamics that 
designed to both encourage and accommodate. But given how things turned out the last time we collectively faced such a fluid structure, we would do well to keep U.S. power, in all of its forms, deeply embedded in the geometry to come.
US needs to aggressively support the Arab Spring-anything less signals regional decline

Hamid, Brookings Doha center research director, 10-1-11

[Shadi, “What Obama and American Liberals Don’t Understand About the Arab Spring”, http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2011/1001_obama_hamid.aspx, 2/23/12, atl]

Throughout the Arab spring, analysts and policymakers have debated the proper role that the United States should be playing in the Middle East. A small number argued that the U.S. should adopt a more interventionist policy to 
response to the Arab revolts. Passable, however, is not good enough. The gravity of the situation demands bold, visionary leadership—a grand strategy that capitalizes on an historic opportunity for the U.S. to fundamentally re-orient its policies in the region and make a break with decades of support for “stable,” repressive regimes.
Cred is key to military cooperation. 

Nakamura et al., CRS Foreign Affairs analyst, 2009

(Kennon H., “U.S. Public Diplomacy: Background and  Current Issues”, 12-18, http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R40989.pdf, ldg)
The attitudes and perceptions of foreign publics created in this new environment are often as important as reality, and sometimes can even trump reality. These attitudes affect the ability of the United 
as a partner, this dynamic will be reversed. Less cooperative regimes will be forced to moderate their positions under popular pressure. To the extent that we succeed, threats we face today will diminish and new partnerships will be possible. 
Influence in the Middle East lets the US manage Asian competition through a cooperative framework-the alternative is China-India competition and decline of influence in Asia.

Alterman, CSIS Middle East Senior Fellow, 2011

[Jon, “The Middle East Turns East”, May, csis.org/files/publication/0511_MENC.pdf, 2/23/12, atl]

An increasing U.S. orientation toward the Pacific is also turning the United States toward seeing the Middle East through Asian eyes. The U.S. Navy secures the increasingly busy sea lanes that 
pullback from the Middle East, the news is not good. It is hard to imagine how the United States can continue its growth as a major Asian power without maintaining a strong position in the Middle East.
Cooperative US influence in the Mid-East solves regional stability—the absence of US influence leads to Asian war.

Kemp, Nixon Center Regional Strategic programs director, 2010

[Georffrey, The East Moves West: India, China, and Asia’s Growing Presence in the Middle East, 233-5, 2/23/12, atl]

A third scenario, Asian Balance of Power, assumes that while economic growth on a global level resumes and India, China, and Japan continue to show economic strength, the overall prosperity of the Western world—particularly of the United States—weakens. 
local conflicts are easier to manage since it is in the interests of the all major powers to resist the forces of radicalism and proliferation—particularly nuclear terrorism.
Asia war goes nuclear

Landay, National Security and Intelligence Correspondent, 2000

[Jonathan S., “Top Administration Officials Warn Stakes for U.S. Are High in Asian Conflicts”, Knight Ridder/Tribune News Service, March 10, 2/23/12, atl]
Few if any experts think China and Taiwan, North Korea and South Korea, or India and Pakistan are spoiling to fight. But even a minor miscalculation by any of them could destabilize Asia, jolt the global 
massive markets, cheap labor, exports and resources  indispensable to the U.S. economy. Numerous U.S. firms and millions of American jobs depend on trade with Asia that totaled $600 billion last year, according to the Commerce Department.
Contention Two – TuNur
Tunisia is moving towards good governance but renewed assistance is critical to ensure the transition succeeds

Hassine, Editor at Tunisia Live, 3-28

(Wafa Ben, March 28, 2012, BA in Political Science, Public Law, “World Bank, EU, and Tunisian Government Highlight Benefits and Challenges of Open Governance”, http://www.tunisia-live.net/2012/03/28/world-bank-eu-and-tunisian-government-highlight-benefits-and-challenges-of-open-governance/, 3/29/12, atl)

Open governance is a concept that has been gaining ground recently in many countries around the world. For example, the United States government’s “Open Government Initiative” – launched in 2009 – 
governance, such as municipalities and state administrations. “We are giving the current government a chance to prove its good intentions – because whether or not it implements effective open governance, we will fight for our rights regardless,” Halioui said.

This deters investors from renewable energy projects

Komendantova, Research Scholar for the Risk, Policy and Vulnerability Program, 11

[Nadejda, holds a PhD degree in environment economics from the State University of Engineering and Economics of Saint-Petersburg; Russia, a post-graduate degree from the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna and MA of economics and sociology from the State University of Saint-Petersburg, May 19, 2011, “Corruption blocks solar Sahara project”, http://blog.transparency.org/2011/05/19/corruption-blocks-solar-sahara-project/, 2/9/12, atl]

Renewable energy sources in North Africa could contribute significantly to our energy needs, but as recent events in Cairo and Tunis illustrate, corruption can have a destabilizing impact if it is not addressed. 
the region. If not, investors may choose to invest in another region, leaving the bold projects necessary to fight climate change unrealized.

Aiding Tunisia is key – trade connections, workforce, and finance opportunities

Hassine, Editor in Chief for Tunisia Live, 11

[Wafa Ben, BA in Political Science, Public Law and a minor in Middle Eastern Studies from the University of California, San Diego, December 2, 2011, “African Development Bank Surveys Tunisia’s “Green” Potential”, http://www.tunisia-live.net/2011/12/02/african-development-bank-surveys-tunisias-green-potential/, 2/9/12, atl]
On November 29, 2011, the African Development Bank (AfDB) in Tunis announced the release of the annual Technology and Innovation Report, drafted by the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in collaboration with AfDB. The 
has plagued the country for decades. In making renewable energy more widespread on a global scale, Hamdi called attention to three main challenges: better access to international financing for RETs, easier access to RETs by using targeted programs, and infusing RETs in larger breadths of economic activity. Financial aid, he remarked, needs to be better consolidated – particularly aid coming to developing countries.

This creates a massive solar industry–spurs a global market
Norris, PhD in Globalization Studies, 12
[Vivian, Huffington Post writer and journalist, January 29, 2012, “Here Comes the Sun: Tunisia to Energize Europe”, http://moroccotomorrow.org/2012/01/29/here-comes-the-sun-tunisia-to-energize-europe/, 2/9/12, atl]

In the desert of Southern Tunisia, a group of renewable energy entrepreneurs, NUR Energie Ltd, and their Tunisian joint venture partner, Top Oilfield Services, are creating what may just be the most 
and private sector initiatives, the bright future of millions of people is assured.

African leadership is key
Kaberuku, African Development Bank president, 11

[Donald, December 26, 2011, “Let Africa show the way on climate change”, http://gulfnews.com/opinions/columnists/let-africa-show-the-way-on-climate-change-1.956807, 2/9/12, atl]

Arguably, the greatest calamities facing humanity at the end of 2011 are global poverty and climate change. So it is perhaps more than appropriate that the United Nations' just-concluded climate-change 
Africa is a promising sign that the continent is unwilling to be left behind in the formulation and promulgation of new global rules that have an impact on development.

Your defense doesn’t apply–Tunisia does it right

United Nations Environment Programme, 11

[“Solar Energy in Tunisia”, http://www.unep.org/greeneconomy/SuccessStories/SolarenergyinTunisia/tabid/29871/Default.aspx, 2/9/12, atl]

To reduce the country’s dependence on oil and gas, Tunisia’s government has undertaken steps to promote the development and use of renewable energy A law establishing an “energy conservation system” 
companies installed the systems. In conclusion, the experience in Tunisia demonstrates the potential returns on investing in renewable energy, creating new jobs, and reducing dependency on fuel imports.
Thus we isolate two impact scenarios:

First is warming – solar power is key
Romm, senior fellow at the Center for American Progress, 08

[Joseph, holds a Ph.D. in physics from MIT, Oversees Climate Progress.org, April 14, 2008, “The technology that will save humanity”, http://www.salon.com/2008/04/14/solar_electric_thermal/, 2/9/12, atl]

Certainly we will need many different technologies to stop global warming. They include electric cars and plug-in hybrids, wind turbines and solar photovoltaics, which use sunlight to make electricity from solid-state materials like silicon 
A technology that has the beauty of simplicity, it has proved effective for generations. As the Web site of CSP company Ausra illustrates, solar thermal has a long and fascinating history.
Even if it doesn’t solve–it creates incentives for future tech that will

Renewable Energy News, 1/27

[January 27, 2012, “2000MW Tunisian Solar Farm To Power European Homes”, http://www.energymatters.com.au/index.php?main_page=news_article&article_id=3013, 2/9/12, atl]

A 2000MW solar power plant will be constructed in Tunisia that will export electricity across continental borders to Italy - a distance of just over 600km. The TuNur network of concentrating solar 
from North Africa to Europe is possible, it’s worthwhile and the DESERTEC vision is attainable.'"
Warming is real and anthropogenic-all credible evidence concludes and only adequate explanation. 

Rahmstorf, Professor of Physics of the Oceans at Potsdam University, 2008 
(Richard, “Anthropogenic Climate Change?” Global Warming: Looking Beyond Kyoto. Edited by Ernesto Zedillo, pg 46-48, ldg)

It is time to address the final statement: most of the observed warming over the past fifty years is anthropogenic. A large number of studies exist that have taken different approaches to analyze this issue, which 
consistent evidence the chance that these conclusions are wrong has to be considered minute. 

Warming runs away and causes extinction

Burkett 8 – Professor of Law University of Colorado Law School, 08

[Maxine, “Just Solutions to Climate Change: A Climate Justice Proposal for a Domestic Clean Development Mechanism,” 56 Buffalo L. Rev. 169, 2/23/12, atl]

The unparalleled scale of impact the climate crisis has had and will continue to have on the globe has been forecasted for almost a century. Most recently, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
survival of communities that are ill-equipped to adapt to warming as they struggle to moderate and cope with its consequences.

Because climate change is irreversible we must err on the side of preventing it even if the scientific evidence is debatable
Sunstein, Professor of Political Science and at the Law School of the University of Chicago, 07

[Cass R, “Worst Case Scenarios”, Harvard University Press, May 15, 2009, pg 176-177, 2/10/12, atl]

Most worst-case scenarios appear to have an element of irreversibility. Once a species is lost, it is lost forever. The special concern for endangered species stems from the permanence of their loss (outside of Jurassic Park). One of the most serious fears 
generations. In the environmental context in general, this principle suggests that regulators should proceed with far more aggressive measures that would otherwise seem justified.
Global warming triggers unending violence and global nuclear conflict

Klare, professor of peace and world security studies at Hampshire College in Amherst, 06

[Michael T., “The Coming Resource Wars”, http://www.alternet.org/environment/33243?page=entire, 2/10/12, atl]

It's official: the era of resource wars is upon us. In a major London address, British Defense Secretary John Reid warned that global climate change and dwindling natural resources are combining to increase the 
these catastrophes over what remains of food, water and shelter. As Reid's comments indicate, no society, however affluent, will escape involvement in these forms of conflict.
Scenario Two is the Rainforests
Sucessful TuNur implementation establishes a global model and leads to Saharan renewables

Commodities Now, 1/24

[January 24, 2012, “Tunisian sun will light European homes by 2016”, http://www.commodities-now.com/reports/power-and-energy/9741-tunisian-sun-will-light-european-homes-by-2016.html, 2/13/12, atl]

In the sands of North Africa, the DESERTEC Foundation’s vision for a future where the world's deserts supply clean and sustainable energy to the whole of humankind is beginning to take shape. 
We hope that this is the first of many more such plants to be built in the desert regions of the world."
That’s the critical internal link to rainforest preservation – Africa is key
Ettestol, President and Owner of the Environmental Turbine Technology development program, 07
[Gunnar, May 7, 2007, “Solar energy: The climate threat's counterforce”, http://www.ette.no/nowar/The_climate_threats_counterforce.html, 2/23/12, atl]

Sunny and arid regions of the world have become dry and inhospitable and suffer from deforesting. And the world's deserts are becoming increasingly bigger and the destruction of the world's 
and subtropical regions with water production driven by solar energy. - Grand scale electricity production in subtropical regions with pumped-storage plants driven by solar energy, for the replacement of fossil energy. 
Rainforest protection sustains the hydrologic cycle
Anaruk, citing studies in the peer-reviewed journal Nature, 9

(Amy, freelance health and environmental writer, "The Importance of African Forests as Carbon Sinks," 3-21-9, www.celsias.com/article/importance-african-forests-carbon-sinks/, accessed 1-16-12, mss)
The Importance of African Forests as Carbon Sinks

are simply recovering from undetected damage like wildfires or whether they're helping alleviate climate change, the fact remains that cutting the trees down would release all that CO2 into the air. Over in Canada, ForestEthics, Greenpeace, and Sierra Club BC just published a report on the side effects of industrial logging in the 21 million-acre Great Bear Rainforest   in British Columbia, one of the last large non-tropical rainforests on Earth.  Damage estimates equal 153 million metric tons of released CO2.
Extinction

Abreu et al, 5

(Francisco de Assis Matos de Abreu, André Montenegro Duarte, Mário Ramos Ribeiro, Ana Rosa Carriço de Lima and Wellington de Jesus Sousa. “The Hydrologic cycle: an open or closed system?” Revista Geográfica 137 (Jan-June 2005): p109)
This paper deals with the Hydrologic Cycle, a vital element for the Earth as a whole, and especially for life, climatic conditions and the planet's dynamic equilibrium, presenting it, based on the fundamental concepts of 
cycle, is present.  Barron et al (1989) also recommended that the Hydrologic Cycle, so vital for the functioning of the Earth System, should be the main field of research with regard to global changes.
Contention Three – Solvency

They’ll say yes

Doherty, administrator to Bikyamaster, 11

[Ryan, November 2, 2011, “Successful elections portend a bright future in Tunisia”, http://bikyamasr.com/47130/successful-elections-portend-a-bright-future-in-tunisia/, 11/29/11, atl]

Tunisian political parties have also sought international assistance and expertise, specifically U.S. aid, trade and investment. Although the U.S. is despised throughout the Middle East, it is quite popular 
enthusiastically supported secular parties during the elections, which reinforced Tunisian animosity towards its former colonial master.
Good governance reinvigorates public faith in the government and provides a solid economic foundation

Le Nevez, writer for Tunisia Live, 3/4
(Adam, Post-Doc in Linguistics – University of Luxemburg, March 4, 2012, “No Quick Fix for the Tunisian Economy”, http://www.tunisia-live.net/2012/03/04/no-quick-fix-for-the-tunisian-economy/, 2/5/12, atl)

For a country that went into revolution on the back of endemic poverty and unemployment a little over a year ago, the recent unemployment data in Tunisia make for sobering reading. 738,400 Tunisians are 
were put into parliament in the first place – to address the basic rights of a population that has suffered from decades of abuse and the basic needs of a society that has suffered from decades of economic neglect.
Aid now takes out DAs but not the aff

Democracy Digest, 3-29

(March 29, 2012, “US gives $100 million to support Tunisia’s transition”, http://www.demdigest.net/blog/2012/03/us-gives-100-million-to-support-tunisias-transition/, 3/29/12, atl)

The United States will donate $100 million to support Tunisia’s democratic transition, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said today, in a move designed to help the government address the country’s 
undergoing transitions or implementing democratic reforms.

Expanding transparency efforts are key to solve institutional change in Tunisia.

Sullivan, Ph.D., the Executive Director of the Center for International Private Enterprise, 2011

(John D, February 23, “Rethinking Development Assistance in the Middle East,” http://pomed.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/policy-brief-series_sullivan.pdf, d/a 2-10-12, ads)

In a section highlighting the need for high-impact development based on partnership, innovation, and results, the QDDR explores the shortcomings of existing U.S. policies. The report admits that “U.S. investments in 
top echelons of government as well as in dealings between government and business, especially in public procurement.

Official US action is key to brand the plan and solvency

Lord, Vice President and Director of Studies at the Center for a New American Security, 09
[Dr. Kristin M., Congressional Testimony, “flag on the bag? Branding foreign assistance and the struggle against violent extremism,” http://kms1.isn.ethz.ch/serviceengine/Files/ISN/122356/ipublicationdocument_singledocument/f3771ca0-79ff-4846-be86-4c282167962d/en/Flag+on+the+Bag,+Branding+Foreign+Assistance+and+the+Struggle+Against+Violent+Extremism,+Kristin+Lord+HASC+Testimony.pdf, 2/4/12, atl]

It is also sustained by anti-Americanism. Widespread anti-American sentiment provides fertile ground for extremist ideologies and makes it harder to accomplish American foreign policy objectives including, but not limited to, 
non-profit group Terror Free Tomorrow, 63% of Indonesians and 78% of Pakistanis reported having a more favorable opinion because of that assistance. 
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