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2AC – Round 2
Case

Iraq DA

No link – the evidence is laughable – no link to Tunisia or the act of the plan
Aid now triggers the link

Credibility builds regional cooperation – solves the impact
Withdrawal solves stability-removes incentives for violence
The Canadian Press, 12-4-11
(“Maliki confident Iraq stability at hand,” http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/story/2011/12/03/iraq-maliki-interview.html, d/a 1-5-11, ads)
Al-Maliki also insisted his forces were ready to take over security following the Dec. 31 departure of all American troops. "Nothing has changed with the withdrawal of the American forces from 
contrary, he said violence would decline because the Americans' departure would remove one of the main reasons for attacks. 
Regional cooperation solves escalation

Hadar, Former professor of International Relations at American University and Mount Vernon-College, 2011

(Leon, July 1, “Saving U.S. Mideast Policy,” http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/saving-us-policy-the-mideast-5556, d/a 1-5-12, ads)

Indeed, contrary to the warning proponents of U.S. military intervention typically express, the withdrawal of American troops from Iraq and Afghanistan would not necessarily lead to more chaos and 
role toward forming a government in Baghdad that recognizes the interests of Shiites, Sunnis, and Kurds.

Impact is empirically denied

Drum 07

Kevin Drum Washington Monthly “The Chaos Hawks” 9/9/2007

http://www.washingtonmonthly.com/archives/individual/2007_09/012029.php

Having admitted, however, that the odds of a military success in Iraq are almost impossibly long, Chaos Hawks nonetheless insist that the U.S. military needs to stay in Iraq for the foreseeable future. 
withdrew. No regional conflagration. The U.S. fought the Gulf War and then left. No regional conflagration. Algeria fought an internal civil war for a decade. No regional conflagration.

Iraq is resilient. The region is committed to peace.

BBC Monitoring Middle East, 10-14-09

(Supplied by BBC Worldwide Monitoring, “Egyptian minister calls on neighbouring countries to bolster support for Iraq”, l/n, accessed 10-14-09)jwa
The Egyptian interior minister, Habib al-Adli, has called on Iraq's neighbouring countries to "beef up their support to guarantee Iraq's security and confront terrorism and acts of violence there". Al-Adli's 
countries of the region, foremost Iraq's neighbouring countries," he said.

Alt Cause – Sunni - Shia confrontation

Cockburn, NZ Herald, 2011

(Patrick, “Iraq shaken by blitz, instability” 12-24-11 http://www.nzherald.co.nz/crime/news/article.cfm?c_id=30&objectid=10775135 accessed: 3-29-12 mlb)

 The latest political crisis provoked by the arrest warrant for Vice-President Tariq al-Hashemi are particularly destabilising because of the escalating Sunni-Shia confrontation across the Muslim world. 
Shia or the Sunni dominate in Iraq it will be bad for the Kurds." 

Alt Cause – Hydrocarbon infighting

Iraq Business News 2011

(“Iraq’s Oil and Gas Law Threatens Stability of Govt” 10-4-11 http://www.iraq-businessnews.com/2011/10/04/iraqs-oil-and-gas-law-threatens-stability-of-govt/ accessed: 3-29-12 mlb)

 Iraq is officially the owner of the third largest oil reserves in the world and in August, it produced almost 2.2 million barrels a day, according to data provided by the Iraqi oil ministry. Those numbers are expected to continue to rise and Iraq could become one of the 
political alliances that could threaten to topple the precarious ruling coalition with which al-Maliki holds power in Baghdad. 

Alt Cause – Al Qaeda 

Schmidt, NY Times, 2012

(Michael S. “Rising Strife Threatens Tenuous Iraqi Stability” 1-22-12 http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/23/world/middleeast/stability-in-iraq-threatened-amid-power-struggle.html accessed: 3-29-12 mlb)

 At the same time, Al Qaeda has increased its attacks while shifting its focus toward Iran’s influence in Iraq. On three different days in the past month, the daily death toll rose past 60, and on more than a dozen days the toll was more than 10. 
word, but the war is not over because Iran is trying to establish a Shiite buffer zone in Iraq and extend its Islamic revolution to Medina and Mecca,” it said, referring to Muslim holy sites in Saudi Arabia  Al Qaeda said the Iranian government, which trained and financed militias in Iraq involved in sectarian violence and attacks on American troops, had helped destroy Iraq by “killing the best families, the elite, the educated.” 
Cred
Legitimacy crises trigger a violent global order - drives resistance and counterbalancing against the unipole 

Finnemore, professor of political science and international affairs at George Washington University, 09

[Martha, January 2009, “Legitimacy, Hypocrisy, and the Social Structure of Unipolarity: Why Being a Unipole Isn’t All It’s Cracked Up to Be,” World Politics, Volume 61, Number 1, 2/13/12, atl]

Legitimacy is, by its nature, a social and relational phenomenon. One’s position or power cannot be legitimate in a vacuum. The concept only has meaning in a particular social context. actors, 
material quid pro quo payoffs. Trust will be thin to nonexistent. This is obviously an expensive system to run and few unipoles have tried to do so.

Turkey CP 2AC

Perm do both

Turkey is a terrible model for democracy – prefer our comparative studies

LeVine, professor of history at UC Irvine, 11

[Mark, September 19, 2011, “Is Turkey the best model for Arab democracy?” http://english.aljazeera.net/indepth/opinion/2011/09/201191684356995273.html, 9/24/11, atl]

There is no doubt that the Turkey of 2011 is a remarkable success story in many areas, particularly compared with the political, economic and cultural state of the country less than a generation ago. But is the 
political system and economy, and is closely tied to the ongoing restrictions on political parties, on civilian oversight of the military, and press freedoms that belie claims to be a well-functioning democratic system.

Great powers would backlash to the CP – only the plan solves 

Democracy Digest, 11


[October 6, 2011, Democracy promotion – a geostrategic contest”, http://www.demdigest.net/blog/2011/10/democracy-promotion-a-geostrategic-contest/, 2/9/12, atl]

Finally, we cannot outsource democracy promotion to our small regional allies. While they may have greater knowledge of and interests in their neighborhoods, they do not possess the capabilities to 
capable of doing that (even though the case of Libya showed the limitations of their power), but they are not prepared to deal with the potentially dangerous geopolitical consequences of their actions.

Only the US has the expertise–they need to prove the CP can solve

Diamond, Senior fellow at the Hoover Institute, 08
[Larry, “End Foreign Aid As We Know It,” Democracy Journal, No 8, Spring 2008, http://www.democracyjournal.org/8/6584.php, 2/9/12, atl]

But these new principles still govern only a small proportion of overall U.S. foreign aid, much of which continues to flow to deeply corrupt governments. Moreover, MCA assistance is not without its flaws. It is 
based on these principles. Finally, the Millennium Challenge Corporation, which disburses MCA funds, has been too hung up negotiating the details of country assistance projects, and thus slow to send money.

No one else is strong enough

Grygiel, John Hopkins International studies professor, 2011

(Jakub, “Great Powers and Democracy Promotion”, 10-3, http://www.cepa.org/ced/view.aspx?record_id=319, DOA: 2-4-12, ldg)

Alas, reality is different. Democratization does not occur in a vacuum, but in the shadow of Great Power competition. The Opponents of Democratization A quick look at the world map makes apparent that in many of the regions 
with the potentially dangerous geopolitical consequences of their actions.
Doesn’t solve cred

Turkey doesn’t solve- lacks leverage and wouldn’t use it

Cook, CFR Hasib J. Sabbagh Middle Eastern Studies senior fellow, 11 

[Steven, Council on Foreign Relations, "Unholy Alliance," The Atlantic, 5-9-11, blogs.cfr.org/cook/2011/05/09/unholy-alliance-on-theatlantic-com/, accessed 8-1-11, mss]

Finally, the Turks find themselves in the awkward position of supporting their ally and partner, Bashar. Ankara was tough on Mubarak, wavered on Qaddafi until it became untenable for them to continue wavering, and has been noticeably hushed on Assad. Prime 
the Turks are unlikely to abandon their man in Damascus.

Alt causes to Turkish cred- Iran, Sudan, Libya, domestic Kurds

Barkey and Abramowitz, former US ambassador to Turkey, 11 

[Henri, Carnegie Middle East Program visiting scholar, Ph.D. in political science from the University of Pennsylvania, Lehigh University Bernard L. and Bertha F. Cohen Professor, served as a member of the U.S. State Department Policy Planning Staff working primarily on issues related to the Middle East, the Eastern Mediterranean, and intelligence from 1998 to 2000, and Morton, former Carnegie Endowment, has held numerous positions in the Department of State, former ICG acting president, he is on the boards of the International Rescue Committee and the International Crisis Group, and is on the advisory council of the National Interest and Foreign Policy magazine, the Century Foundation senior fellow, former assistant secretary of state for intelligence and research, deputy assistant secretary of defense for inter-American, East Asian, and Pacific affairs, special assistant to the secretary of defense; special assistant to the deputy secretary of state; and political adviser to the commander-in-chief (Pacific), "Turkey: Democracy, Yes, But No Model," 2-19-11, www.carnegieendowment.org/2011/02/19/turkey-democracy-yes-but-no-model/45p, accessed 8-5-11, mss]

Turkey: Democracy, Yes, But No Model

brought out crowds larger than those in Cairo’s Tahrir Square. Ankara has not uttered one word of reproach — much less condemnation — to a regime that executed countless dissidents on flimsy charges.

International fiat is bad and a voting issue

A. Infinitely regressive – there are hundreds of potential international actors and any of them could be involved with nuclear policy- this makes it impossible for the aff to prep against these counterplans.

B. Logic- international fiat isn’t real world- it’s illogical because no policymaker would be able to choose between the US and another country acting- this nullifies education and ground because there’s no comparative literature

C. Not Reciprocal – the affirmative is only allowed to fiat the USFG- our interpretation is the negative should be limited to that standard. This interpretation ensures plenty of neg counterplan ground but excludes the most abusive options.

Turkey has no credibility or Mid-east influence

Cook, CFR Hasib J. Sabbagh Middle Eastern Studies senior fellow, 11 

[Steven, Council on Foreign Relations, "Arab Spring, Turkish Fall," Foreign Policy, 5-5-11, www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/05/05/arab_spring_turkish_fall, accessed 8-1-11, mss]

Yet five months into the turmoil buffeting the Arab world, it is hard to discern exactly if Turkey has a policy to deal with the change going on around it. Indeed, rather than a regional leader with a clear sense of 
devoid of authentic leadership. Like it or not, Ankara's interests are wrapped up in the old regional order. As a result, at a moment of unprecedented regional change, when people power and democracy is sweeping the Middle East, the Turks look timorous, maladroit, and diminished -- not at all the regional leader to which Ankara has aspired.

No risk of war in Europe- lessons learned

Yardley, Washington Post staff writer (citing Stanford history professor James Sheehan), 2008 

[Jonathan, "Where have all the soldiers gone," Washington Post, www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/01/10/AR2008011003628.html, accessed 2-6-11, mss]

Maybe the war to end all wars -- at least in Europe -- has already been fought. A strong case can be made that the salient fact about Western Europe today is not that it has overcome centuries of bitter 
mature course. Europeans tend to see terrorism "as a persistent challenge to domestic order rather than an immediate international threat" and to attack it with "more effective policing, stricter laws, better surveillance" rather than with a "war." Maybe, just maybe, they know more than we do.
CP 2

Perm do both

Perm do the plan then CP

Aid now proves that it’s already been proposed
Aid now – Egypt

La times – today, http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/world_now/2012/03/egyptians-oppose-us-aid-poll.html

Just after the United States decided to keep sending $1.3 billion in annual aid to the Egyptian military, a new poll shows that most Egyptians don't want their country to receive American financial assistance. Pollsters say Egyptians suspect that taking money from foreigners will end up impinging on their nation's sovereignty.

Russia doesn’t have the capability to effectively aid efforts to solve global problems.

Rumer et al., senior fellow at the Institute for National Strategic Studies at the National Defense University, 2003

(Eugene, “Russia: Power in Weakness?”, The Washington Quarterly 27.1 (2003) 57-73, project muse, ldg)

A look beneath the veneer of upbeat aggregate statistics and diplomatic photo-ops suggests that a large gap exists between Russian aspirations and images, on one hand, and the Russian ability to be one of the major pillars of the international 
reliable partner.
Relations resilient – no risk of conflict or escalation

AP, 12

(Associated Press, "Anti-U.S. rhetoric heats up Putin campaign," CBS News, 2-17-12, http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-202_162-57380262/anti-u.s-rhetoric-heats-up-putin-campaign/, accessed 2-26-12, mtf)
Anti-U.S. rhetoric works well for Putin's core electorate of blue-collar workers, farmers and public servants, many of whom harbor deep suspicions of U.S. intentions after years of anti-
the U.S., would prevent it from going too far in challenging Washington. Moscow also badly needs Western investments and technology, he added.  "The need for modernization objectively pushes Russia toward establishing closer ties with the United States, Japan and Western Europe," he said. "It will not risk any serious rift with the U.S."
Won’t pass- Russophobia, no groundwork, PC fails
Schatz, CQ staff, 3-17 
(Joseph, "To Russia, With Limited Love," CQ Weekly, 3-17-12, public.cq.com/docs/weeklyreport/weeklyreport-000004047667.html, accessed 3-21-12, mss)
The question is whether anything will be enough. Getting lawmakers to see Russia as a source of export riches for their states and districts, and not a foreign policy problem, presents a major challenge. Although 
of Russia, and the concept that there is an economic boon from dealing with Russia is an equally tough sell.”
XO solves

Jatras, Squire Sanders Principal, 3-23

(James George, Principal at Squire Sanders Public Advocacy, "Russia Profile Weekly Experts Panel: Will Russia Graduate From the Jackson-Vanik Amendment?," Russia Profile, 3-23-12, Factiva, accessed 3-29-12, mtf)
Until very recently, I would have said the chances of getting a Jackson-Vanik “graduation” bill for Russia through Congress this year were next to zero. The deck still is stacked against it, but the possibility 
unilateral executive action – and just as obviously could be removed by presidential action at any time).
Magnistky Act will pass, kills relations

Gvosdev, U.S. Naval War College national-security professor, 2-10 
(Nikolas, National Interest senior editor, "The Realist Prism: Resetting the U.S.-Russia Reset," 2-10-12, World Politics Review, webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:DH8B7VmCrHQJ:www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/11441/the-realist-prism-resetting-the-u-s-russia-reset+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us, accessed 3-27-12, mss)
An upcoming decision-point could offer a good indication of what to expect. The World Trade Organization is expected to ratify Russia’s accession later this spring. However, American firms will not be able to take advantage of Russia's WTO membership as long as U.S. 
tools to pressure Russia on a whole range of issues, from chicken imports to religious freedom.
No bill till summer- Baucus controls

Needham, The Hill reporter, 3-18 

(Vicki, "Tensions over Syria could slow efforts to normalize Russia, U.S. trade relations," The Hill, 3-18-12, thehill.com/blogs/on-the-money/1005-trade/216549-tensions-over-syria-could-slow-legislation-to-normalize-russia-us-trade-relations, accessed 3-22-12, mss)
The issue is pitting a growing bipartisan group of lawmakers against the U.S. business community, which is pressing Congress to pass legislation that would grant Russia permanent normal trade relations (PNTR) and repeal the nearly 40-year-old Jackson-Vanik amendment. Senate Finance Chairman Max Baucus (D-Mont.) has said his panel will probably wait until the summer, right around the time Russia is expected to make its accession to the World Trade Organization (WTO), to move forward with the bill.
Obama won’t spend PC

Inside US Trade, 1-13 
(CNI, "White House Under Pressure To Do Heavy Lifting On Russia MFN Vote," www.cinpr.org.br/uploadAddress/INT130112%5B31775%5D.pdf, accessed 3-24-12, mss)
The Obama administration is under heavy pressure from business groups to take a leadership role in convincing Congress on foreign policy grounds to pass legislation allowing the president to extend permanent most-favored nation (MFN) 
administration is committed to having the Russia vote this year.
Election year ensures repeal will be delayed

Belaeff, Global Society Institute, 3-23

(Vladimir, Global Society Institute, San Francisco, CA, "Russia Profile Weekly Experts Panel: Will Russia Graduate From the Jackson-Vanik Amendment?," Russia Profile, 3-23-12, Factiva, accessed 3-29-12, mtf)
It seems that for Russians, the legislative abrogation of the JVA is more of a psychological than an economic need.  In the current election year, Obama’s opponents in Congress may not be interested to give him a political 
And the JVA can be retained in its current state, as a mostly psychological weapon against the Kremlin, even though the substance of this law is now mostly obsolete.
US elites don’t want to work with Russia on global problems- trade doesn’t solve
Graham, former NSC Russia senior director, 11 
(Thomas, former Senior Director at the National Security Council for Russia under the President George W. Bush (2004-7), managing Director at Kissinger & Associates, "The Future of U.S.-Russian Relations," 6-3-11, www.carnegiecouncil.org/resources/articles_papers_reports/0105.html/:pf_printable, accessed 3-24-12, mss)
Missing Constituencies, Elusive Public Support

 even if the Russians were interested, which they are not. Whether there are other initiatives that could capture the public's imagination is not certain. What is, is that the Obama administration has not found any.
Can’t solve relations- mutual distrust, partisan backlash, rising expectations

Allison et al, Harvard Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs director, 11
(Graham Allison, Harvard Kennedy School’s Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs director, leading analyst of U.S. national security and defense policy for three decades, former Assistant Secretary of Defense, and Robert D. Blackwill, Council on Foreign Relations U.S. foreign policy senior fellow, former deputy assistant to the president and deputy national security adviser for strategic planning under George W. Bush, former Ambassador to India, served in the National Security Council, former Harvard international security lecturer, et al, “Russia and U.S. National Interests: Why Should Americans Care,” Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs & the Center for the National Interest, October 2011, http://www.cftni.org/Russia-and-US-NI_final-web.pdf, accessed 3-24-12, mss)
The Obama Administration’s reset policy has contributed to significant improvements in the U.S.- Russian relations. Unfortunately, the reset is still fragile and what remains to be done is likely to be much more difficult than what has been accomplished so far. Twice 
ability to conduct a sustainable policy in service of U.S. national interests.
No co-op till after the election

Graham, former NSC Russia senior director, 3-15 

(Thomas, former Senior Director at the National Security Council for Russia under the President George W. Bush (2004-7), managing Director at Kissinger Associates, interview with Babich Dmitry, "US and Russia: Art of giving and taking," Voice of Russia, 3-15-12, english.ruvr.ru/2012_03_15/68570775/, accessed 3-23-12, mss)
A lot of analysts still predict some kind of a hiatus in Russia-U.S. relations until the elections are over in the United States and the belligerent rhetoric that usually accompanies electoral campaigns is gone. 
administration and the upcoming Putin administration. But the actual details of the actual implementation of that will not occur until the election is over in the United States this November.
Alt cause- NATO expansion
Cohen, NYU Russia studies professor, 11 

(Stephen, Ph.D. in government and Russian studies from Columbia University, professor of Russian Studies and History at New York University, advised former President George H.W. Bush, The Nation contributing editor, "Obama's Russia 'Reset'," The Nation, 6-1-11, www.thenation.com/article/161063/obamas-russia-reset-another-lost-opportunity?page=full, accessed 3-23-12, mss)
Not surprisingly, the Russian leadership entered into the reset in 2009 with expectations diametrically opposed to the unilateral concessions expected by the Obama administration. As an unnamed Kremlin aide bluntly told a 
charges—none has done more to prevent an American-Russian partnership and to provoke a new cold war.

Presidential leadership’s irrelevant

Jacobs et al., Minnesota political studies professor, 2010

(Lawrence, “Varieties of Obamaism: Structure, Agency, and the Obama Presidency” Perspectives on Politics, Volume 8, Issue 3, project muse, ldg)

But personality is not a solid foundation for a persuasive explanation of presidential impact and the shortfalls or accomplishments of Obama's presidency. Modern presidents have brought divergent 
reactions. Presidential sales pitches go only so far.
Obama won’t push

Marcus, Washington Post editorial writer specializing in American politics, 11 

(Ruth, "Obama's Leadership: A presidency reminiscent of 'Where's Waldo'," The Oregonian (Portland Oregon), 3-2-11,  l/n, accessed 3-3-11, mss)

For a man who won office talking about change we can believe in, Barack Obama can be a strangely passive president. There are a startling number of occasions in which the president has been missing in action --unwilling, reluctant or late to weigh 
Wisconsin because, well, it's a swing state. Yet the dots connect to form an unsettling portrait of a "Where's Waldo?" presidency: You frequently have to squint to find the White House amid the larger landscape.
Thumpers: 

1. Hot mic

Parnes, The Hill staff, 3-26 
(Amie and Jeremy Herb, "Obama gives GOP 'flexibility' ammo," The Hill, 3-26-12, thehill.com/blogs/defcon-hill/policy-and-strategy/218303-obama-gives-gop-flexibility-ammo, accessed 3-29-12, mss)
Obama gives GOP 'flexibility' ammo
issue once the presidential election is settled.
2. Egypt aid waiver

Reuters, 3-23 
("Clinton to let military aid to Egypt continue," 3-23-12, english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/37486/Egypt/Politics-/Clinton-to-let-military-aid-to-Egypt-continue.aspx, accessed 3-29-12, mss)
Senators condemn Clinton's decision to waive democratic reform conditions on Egypt's government and continue flow of US military aid US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton will allow US military aid to Egypt to continue 
aid to Egypt - the same level the country has received for years - for the current fiscal year, which ends on 30 September. Congress also approved $250 million in economic aid and up to $60 million for an "enterprise fund."
3. Taliban negotiations

Ryan, Reuters, 3-29 
(Missy and Mark, "U.S. may accept less stringent controls for Taliban detainees," Reuters, 3-29-12, www.reuters.com/article/2012/03/29/us-usa-taliban-qatar-idUSBRE82S1FK20120329, accessed 3-29-12, mss)
The Obama administration has signaled a willingness to accept less-stringent controls on former Taliban leaders who could be transferred to Qatar as part of a deal between the United States and the 
violent or anti-American activity. Official sources indicate that one of the detainees, Mullah Mohammed Fazl, is alleged to have been responsible, as a top Taliban military commander, for killing thousands of Afghanistan's minority Shiites.
4. Oil

Restuccia, The Hill staff, 3-29 
(Andrew, "Obama challenges Senate to repeal billions in oil industry tax breaks," The Hill, 3-29-12, thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/e2-wire/219013-obama-challenges-senate-to-repeal-billions-in-oil-industry-tax-breaks, accessed 3-29-12, mss)
Obama challenges Senate to repeal billions in oil industry tax breaks

gas prices. Hoping to use a public floor fight to pummel Democrats over the legislation, the Senate GOP backed a procedural motion Monday that enabled continued debate on the measure. But Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) cut the debate short Tuesday by blocking votes on a handful of amendments to the bill.
5. Drones

Kouri, Law Enforcement Examiner, 3-25 

(Jim, fifth Vice President and Public Information Officer of the National Association of Chiefs of Police, "Domestic drone flights create political firestorm," Examiner, 3-25-12, www.examiner.com/law-enforcement-in-national/domestic-drone-flights-create-political-firestorm, accessed 3-29-12, mss)
Domestic drone flights create political firestorm
the U.S. government will be upon you." "Small drones will begin flying in June, but all types of UAV’s will be allowed into the skies by September 30, 2015-courtesy of our privacy-killing President, Barack Obama," the CAA alert states. 
Money for the plan is set aside. 

USGLC 12-21-11

(U.S. Global Leadership Coalition, “International Affairs Budget Update”, http://www.usglc.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/USGLC-IAB-Budge-Update-12-21-11-FINAL.pdf, DOA: 1-17-12, ldg)

Overseas Contingency Operations  

of what would have been considered part of the base International Affairs Budget to OCO, thereby freeing up additional funding under the base budget. 
Winners win- plan is key to Obama political power

Creamer, political organizer and strategist for four decades, 1-2 

(Robert, he and his firm, Democracy Partners, work with many of the country’s most significant issue campaigns, one of the major architects and organizers of the successful campaign to defeat the privatization of Social Security, he has been a consultant to the campaigns to end the war in Iraq, pass universal health care, pass Wall Street reform, change America’s budget priorities and enact comprehensive immigration reform, he has also worked on hundreds of electoral campaigns at the local, state and national level, "Why GOP Collapse on the Payroll Tax Could be a Turning Point Moment," www.huffingtonpost.com/robert-creamer/why-gop-collapse-on-the-p_b_1167491.html, accessed 1-2-12, mss)

Strength and victory are enormous political assets. Going into the New Year, they now belong to the President and the Democrats. One of the reasons why the debt ceiling battle inflicted political damage on President Obama is that it made him appear ineffectual - a powerful figure who had been ensnared and held hostage by the Lilliputian pettiness of hundreds of swarming Tea Party ideological zealots. In the last few months -- as he campaigned for the American Jobs Act -- he has shaken free of those bonds. 
them on the run - that's the time to chase them.

Democracy assistance is bipartisan

Democracy Digest, 11

(“9/11 restored bipartisan consensus on strategic value of democracy assistance”, 9-8-11,  http://www.demdigest.net/blog/2011/09/911-restored-bipartisan-consensus-on-strategic-value-of-democracy-assistance/, DOA: 9-16-11, ldg)

The mistaken conflation of the Bush Administration’s freedom agenda with the controversial war in Iraq “obscured Bush’s message that America has both a deep belief in democratic universalism and a vital stake in 
national interest,” Gershman concludes. “The fact that this support exists at a time of sharp partisan division here at home is worthy of note.” 

K
Interpretation - aff gets the plan, neg gets a competitive policy option or the status quo. 

Impacts:

A). Ground – Infinite number of non-policy arguments that you could run, making it impossible to research. 

B). Even if we don't go for our interpretation, we should get to weigh our impacts. Mooting the 1AC makes it impossible to be affirmative. 

c). Vague alts bad - it's a moving target, makes it impossible to debate - this is an independent voting issue. We can’t read arguments that link if we don’t know what the alternative is.

Zero risk of intervention 

Youngs et al., FRIDE Democratisation programme coordinator, 2006

(Richard, “Democracy Promotion and the European Left: Ambivalence Confused?”, December, http://www.fride.org/publication/19/democracy-promotion-and-the-european-left:-ambivalence-confused, DOA: 9-23-11, ldg)

The left needs to get beyond a line of ‘the US is imposing democracy by force, therefore we must retreat from democracy promotion’. President Bush can be criticised for many things but not (yet) for 
in its own internal debates during the 1990s.

Focus on strategic deterrence and democracy are key to adverting crisis escalation—reject the infinite number of root causes that debilitate action

Moore, UVA law professor, 2004

(John, “Beyond the Democratic Peace: Solving the War Puzzle”, 44 Va. J. Int'l L. 341, Winter, lexis, ldg)

If major interstate war is predominantly a product of a synergy between a potential nondemocratic aggressor and an absence of effective deterrence, what is the role of the many traditional "causes" of war? Past, and many contemporary, theories of war 
levels of deterrence are dramatically increased or decreased? 

Perm do both

Orientalism should be applied on a case by case basis, in which data precedes method.

Whitaker, former Guardian Middle East editor, 2008

(Brian, “Reclaiming orientalism”, 6-19, http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jun/19/middleeast, DOA: 1-29-12, ldg)
 Edward Said changed the way western universities approach the study of other cultures — mostly for the better. "Orientalist" soon became a dirty word but, over time, lost much of its meaning and turned into an insult that bickering academics hurl at each 
overall campaign of self-affirmation. There is, after all, a profound difference between the will to understand for purposes of coexistence and enlargement of horizons, and the will to dominate for the purposes of control. 
Method focus causes endless paradigm wars

Wendt, Ohio State international security professor, 1998

(Alexander, “On Constitution and Causation in International Relations”, Review of International Studies, 24.5, ebsco, ldg)

As a community, we in the academic study of international politics spend too much time worrying about the kind of issues addressed in this essay. The central point of IR scholarship is to increase our knowledge of how the world 
work should be judged, or how it differs from art or revelation. On both sides, in other words, the result of the Third Debate’s sparring over epistemology is often one-sided, intolerant caricatures of science.

Liberalism can affirm cultural difference and contingency – their critique is a totalizing portrayal of liberalism that destroys progressive change

Arslan, Polis Akademisi Güvenlik Bilimleri Fakültesi government professor, 1999

(Zhutu, “Taking Rights Less Seriously,” http://www.philosophy.ru/library/pdf/234617.pdf, DOA: 12-16-11, ldg)

Incredulous of foundational truth claims, the postmodernists reject the idea that human beings have certain rights simply by virtue of being human. Foucault for instance claims that, like the individual, civil liberties are nothing 
presented us with any postmodern “novel way” in which human rights might be seen. It seems to be difficult, if not impossible, for them to show this novel way without taking into account the conceptions of autonomous self and universality. Perhaps they need to begin taking rights more seriously. 

Perm do the plan then the alt
Their orientalism links are essentialist-makes them inevitable. Aff is key to stop atrocities.

Ahadi et al., International Commmittees against Execution and Stoning founder, 2011

(Mina, “The Arab Spring is not a 'Black' Spring: Open Letter to Ayaan Hirsi Ali from Mina Ahadi and Maryam Namazie”, 7-26, http://maryamnamazie.blogspot.com/2011/07/arab-spring-is-not-black-spring-open.html, DOA: 11-4-11, ldg)

At the same time, though, today, there are more fundamental political realities working against Islamism which must also be recognised. Calling it a ‘Black Spring’ does a great disservice to the revolutionary people of Tunisia, 
which are diametrically opposed to the Muslim Brotherhood and Islamism. We must help mobilise support and solidarity for a secular, modern and human Middle East and North Africa.  

The role of the ballot is to simulate enactment of the plan. That’s the most productive way to engage Mid East politics

Heydemann, former Columbia political science professor, 2002

(Steven, “Defending the Discipline,” Journal of Democracy Vol. 13, No. 3, project muse, ldg)

Though Kramer's book is severely flawed, 2 the larger question remains: Is his diagnosis of the field accurate? Have we exaggerated the prospects for democratization and misread the state of politics in the Middle 
reflection of policy makers' neglect, whether intentional or not, of a research literature that has been largely accurate in assessing the rise and decline of political liberalization in the Middle East during the course of the 1990s. 

Rejecting orientalism collapses Mideast engagement

Vabjorn, Aarhus political science PhD, 2004

(Morten, “Culture Blind and Culture Blinded: Images of Middle Eastern Conflicts in International Relations,” in Middle East and Palestine: Global Politics and Regional Conflict, pg 67-8, ldg)
As mentioned before, the relational perspective is a critique of both the neglect of the issue of Otherness by the IR mainstream and the way in which proponents of an essentialist approach relate to the Other. For this reason, it would be natural to assume that proponents 
(Krishna, 1993). Also, the proponents of this second "culturalistic" alternative seem to be better at asking important and critical questions than at offering attractive answers.
Democracy promotion doesn’t necessitate Western triumphalism- its key to repudiate oppression, violence and extremism

Brooks, Georgetown University law professor, 12 

(Rosa, New America Foundation Bernard Schwartz senior fellow, from April 2009 to June 2011 she served in a senior position at the Department of Defense, "Democracy Promotion: Done Right, A Progressive Cause," Democracy: A Journal of Ideas, Issue 23, Winter 2012, www.democracyjournal.org/23/democracy-promotion-done-right-a-progressive-cause.php?page=all, accessed 12-14-11, mss)

The events of the last year make this as good a time as any to ask ourselves (again) what place democracy promotion should have in our foreign policy. Can democracy promotion be saved, in the face of all our mistakes, all our 
principled and pragmatic. Democracy is a human fail-safe. Things can go badly wrong in democracies, but it is hard for them to go badly wrong forever.

2
Liberty Debate


