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Alt Cause – Hydrocarbon infighting

Iraq Business News 2011

(“Iraq’s Oil and Gas Law Threatens Stability of Govt” 10-4-11 http://www.iraq-businessnews.com/2011/10/04/iraqs-oil-and-gas-law-threatens-stability-of-govt/ accessed: 3-29-12 mlb)

 Iraq is officially the owner of the third largest oil reserves in the world and in August, it produced almost 2.2 million barrels a day, according to data provided by the Iraqi oil ministry. Those numbers are expected to continue to rise and Iraq could become one of the biggest investment areas for energy companies from all around the world. But there 
threaten to topple the precarious ruling coalition with which al-Maliki holds power in Baghdad. 

Alt Cause – Al Qaeda 

Schmidt, NY Times, 2012

(Michael S. “Rising Strife Threatens Tenuous Iraqi Stability” 1-22-12 http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/23/world/middleeast/stability-in-iraq-threatened-amid-power-struggle.html accessed: 3-29-12 mlb)

 At the same time, Al Qaeda has increased its attacks while shifting its focus toward Iran’s influence in Iraq. On three different days in the past month, the daily death toll rose past 60, and on more than a dozen days the toll was more than 10. Without the help of American Special Operations forces, the Iraqi 
the Iranian government, which trained and financed militias in Iraq involved in sectarian violence and attacks on American troops, had helped destroy Iraq by “killing the best families, the elite, the educated.” 
Link doesn’t take out cred-empirics. 

Gelb, CFR president emeritus, 10-25-11

(Leslie, “We Bow to the God Bipartisanship”, nationalinterest.org/print/article/we-bow-the-god-bipartisanship-6048, DOA: 11-10-11, ldg)

Bipartisanship has been in short supply, and partisanship has been the norm. Since 1947, every president won far more support from members of his own party in both congressional bodies than from the opposition; in fact, on average 20 percent more in each 
policy. Indeed, it’s only in trade negotiations and foreign aid that Congress comes close to holding its own. On aid and trade, legislators have fought hard and well, and above all, here their local political interests cannot be ignored.
Won’t Pass
Won’t pass 

-Lawmakers see Russia as a foreign policy problem not an opportunity-all the alt cause args above prove they don’t think it’s worthwhile

-there is no groundwork for compromise-GOP doesn’t want to give Obama a victory in an election year-proves his PC is insufficient for passage
Won’t pass – elections delay passage and Obama won’t push

Herspring, Kansas State University professor, 3-23

(Dale, University Distinguished Professor, Kansas State University, KS, "Russia Profile Weekly Experts Panel: Will Russia Graduate From the Jackson-Vanik Amendment?," Russia Profile, 3-23-12, Factiva, accessed 3-29-12, mtf)

Will Russia finally be graduated from the Jackson-Vanik Amendment imposed in 1974 on the now non-existent country? Will the Obama administration win this battle in Congress during the U.S. presidential campaign? Will the congressional opposition succeed in imposing new trade restrictions on Russia linked 
November, I think it would make sense to have the Russians raise it (privately, without publicity). But in the meantime, I think it is a non-starter until after the election.
GOP won’t give Obama a foreign policy win

Krickus, UMW distinguished professor emeritus, 3-23

(Dick, distinguished professor emeritus at the University of Mary Washington, former H.L. Oppenheimer Chair for Warfighting Strategy at the U.S. Marine Corps University, "Russia Profile Weekly Experts Panel: Will Russia Graduate From the Jackson-Vanik Amendment?," Russia Profile, 3-23-12, Factiva, accessed 3-29-12, mtf)

Of course, there are others in Washington who oppose Jackson-Vanik’s repeal for partisan political reasons that have nothing to do with the substance of the matter. Their position on the amendment – and opposition to the “reset” in American-Russian relations – is a 
healthcare insurance and this accounts for some appalling statistics: to wit, life expectancy in the United States ranks 29th, just behind Slovenia, and infant mortality ranks 30th – twice that of Sweden. Furthermore, the Republican Party has introduced a budget that requires a $770 billion reduction in healthcare for the poor, while taxes for the rich will be cut by a figure that far exceeds that amount.
Won’t pass- Kyl opposition

Wasson, The Hill staff, 3-15 

(Erik, "Sen. Kyl takes strong stand against top Obama administration trade priority," The Hill, 3-15-12, thehill.com/blogs/on-the-money/1005-trade/216201-kyl-takes-strong-stand-against-top-obama-trade-bill, accessed 3-22-12, mss)
Sen. Kyl takes strong stand against top Obama administration trade priority The No.2 Republican in the Senate on Thursday threw a wrench into White House plans for quick passage of a Russia trade bill. Senate Minority Whip Jon Kyl (R-Ariz.) flagged his opposition to granting Russia permanent normal trade relations (PNTR). The Russia bill is the top trade priority of the Obama administration this year.

Won’t pass- elections- PC doesn’t solve

RIA Novosti, 3-28 
("Anti-Russian Amendment Now Headache for U.S.," en.ria.ru/analysis/20120328/172439008.html, accessed 3-29-12, mss)
Economic sanctions against Russia imposed by the United States in 1974 could backfire on America this year, but are likely to stay in place because of persistent political and ideological grudges between the two Cold War rivals, analysts said. The Jackson-Vanik amendment was defunct in practice over the last two decades, but things got tricky after Russia completed its 18-year-long path to the World Trade Organization (WTO) last year, with more than a little help from the White House. WTO rules ban formal trade restrictions such as the Jackson-Vanik amendment, which means the United States could face economic sanctions from Moscow and pressure from WTO once Russia completes the treaty's ratification, expected this summer. Elections First "Russia has no practical interest in canceling the Jackson-Vanik amendment," Konstantin Kosachyov, then-State Duma lawmaker with United Russia and deputy head of the international affairs committee at the lower chamber, said in late February. "Common sense predicts it will be canceled this summer. But it may become a hostage of the election campaign in the United States," Kosachyov said. The administration of U.S. President Barack Obama is making a push to have Congress formally repeal the Jackson-Vanik amendment in regard to Russia, but this is unlikely to happen before the U.S. presidential elections in November, according to Russian and American pundits contacted by RIA Novosti. Kosachyov's prediction was echoed by Angela Stent of Georgetown University and Valery Garbuzov of the Russian Institute of the United States and Canada, both of whom said the Jackson-Vanik is expected to stay in place until the U.S. presidential elections. Obama has spoken against the amendment, a tool of the Cold War that denies Russia the status of permanent normal trade relations over the restriction on emigration of Soviet Jewry in the 1970s. “I have asked Congress to repeal Jackson-Vanik to make sure that all your companies and American companies all across the country can take advantage of it,” he said in March at a business roundtable in Washington, D.C. U.S. ambassador to Russia, Michael McFaul, has called repeal of the amendment a top priority for the White House this year. He has repeatedly spoken against Jackson-Vanik, including in an interview with Voice of America last week. The Obama administration could attempt swaying pro-Jackson-Vanik congressmen one by one or try to get the business lobby to convince the legislators of the damages U.S. businesses faces in Russia over the amendment, Garbuzov said. But neither strategy would yield fast results, he said.

Won’t pass in the House [don’t want to give Obama a win] [won’t even take it up till the lame duck]

Inside U.S. Trade, 3-16 

("McFaul: Administration Will Not Accept Russia MFN-Human Rights Link," 3-16-12, l/n, accessed 3-23-12, mss)
Baucus is working with the administration to advance the Russia MFN vote in the Senate in an effort to put pressure on the House, where the Republican leadership is reluctant to advance it because it does not want to give President Obama a foreign policy victory. A vote in the House may not take place until the lame-duck session of Congress after the November election, a lobbyist source said. Some sources have expressed doubt that this can happen, as the Congress is expected to have votes on several expiring tax cuts and debt ceiling legislation during that work period.
1AR – US Won’t Engage

US won’t engage Russia- regardless of relations - US elites are indifferent or hostile. Trade doesn’t solve- it doesn’t create a constituency for better relations- no complementarity between the US and Russian economies- that’s Graham. Prefer our evidence- Graham is the former Russia director for the National Security Council- he’s the Russia expert in the US.
Jackson Vanik proves- if it takes all of Obama’s PC just to convince congress to get rid of a useless Cold War relic, it’s impossible to expect them to engage Russia on issues that actually matter--
Congress hates Russia- regardless of policy- will never cooperate

Lozansky, American University in Moscow president, 11 
(Edward, PhD, Discovery Institute Russia Project senior program advisor, World Russia Forum in Washington D.C. president, "Does the United States - Russia "Reset" Need an Upgrade?" CDI, 8-12-11, www.cdi.org/russia/johnson/russia-us-russian-reset-349.cfm, accessed 3-24-12, mss)
Unfortunately, even the most enthusiastic supporters of Obama's "reset" policy now admit that it is losing steam. This policy scored a few important and undeniable achievements, but the list was pretty short and, most regrettably, no new, significant breakthroughs are visible or expected on the horizon. Considering the mood on 
say, the "reset" is definitely one of his very few successes. On the other hand, the rhetoric of the Democrats may not be as harsh as that of the Republicans, but it is still far from that used in talking to real or potential partners.
AND- Obama will shift gears away from Russia

Graham, former NSC Russia senior director, 11 
(Thomas, former Senior Director at the National Security Council for Russia under the President George W. Bush (2004-7), managing Director at Kissinger Associates, "The Future of U.S.-Russian Relations," 6-3-11, www.carnegiecouncil.org/resources/articles_papers_reports/0105.html/:pf_printable, accessed 3-24-12, mss)
But it is inconceivable that Obama will devote as much time and energy to Russia during the remainder of his presidency. The administration has yet to formulate a goal that would justify his continued intensive engagement, particularly given the pressing domestic problems of the deficit and debt and a grievously underperforming economy; other more urgent foreign policy matters, including the Middle East, Afghanistan, and China; and a rapidly approaching election campaign. Without Obama, who or what will keep relations on track, let alone drive them forward? The administration has not provided an answer.
Good relations don’t lead to cooperation- US elites not interested
Trenin, Carnegie Moscow Center director, 2-28 

(Dmitri, Ph.D., chairs the Carnegie Research Council and the Foreign and Security Policy Program, former NATO Defense College in Rome senior research fellow, "Putin the Peacemaker?" Foreign Policy, 2-28-12, www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2012/02/28/putin_the_peacemaker?page=full, accessed 3-3-12, mss)

Russia's once and future president, Vladimir Putin, likes to talk tough. But what he really wants is to be America's partner -- and Washington isn't listening. Never one to mince words, Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin has laid down his views on national security policy. Like all his other articles in the Russian press of late -- articles that have to substitute for the absent presidential 
general strategic vision of relations with a country that, despite all its weaknesses and failings, can make a huge difference in the emerging global balance. Conventional wisdom in Washington declares that if there is no problem, there is no policy. This may have been just fine in the years of clear U.S. dominance in the world. It is hardly affordable now.
Obama won’t push the plan- he’ll avoid it for geopolitical gain- empirically proven by health care, entitlement reform, Libya and labor- that’s Marcus.
He’ll dodge the plan

AP, 11

(Associated Press, "Obama keeps low profile on high profile issues," 3-12-11, www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hS9C_otXToMWXbugq3X1Db1XE_ag?docId=2f34f30223234b808a8b7d63359e0321, accessed 3-12-11, mss)

Call it an above-the-fray strategy.On hot issues that Democrats and Republicans have found cause to fret about — from spending reductions to state labor disputes — President Barack Obama is keeping a low profile. Democrats like Sen. Joe Manchin of West Virginia want 
country; they don't want him serving as a cable commentator for the issue of the day," he said.
Means no political consequences
Marcus, Washington Post editorial writer specializing in American politics, 11 

(Ruth, "Obama's Leadership: A presidency reminiscent of 'Where's Waldo'," The Oregonian (Portland Oregon), 3-2-11,  l/n, accessed 3-3-11, mss)
That was not an isolated case. Where, for example, is the president on the verge of a potential government shutdown --if not this week, then a few weeks from now? Aside from a short statement from the Office of Management and Budget threatening a presidential veto of the House 
the sort. I was unfair to Goolsbee because I asked him a question he didn't have the leeway to answer. You can't blame the aide for ducking when the boss fudges. Where's Obama? No matter how hard you look, sometimes he's impossible to find.
Studies prove

Klein, Washington Post political analyst, 2-7 

(Ezra, "Obama: Polarizing from the middle?" Washington Post, 2-7-12, l/n, accessed 2-12-12, mss)
There are a few answers. One, says Poole, is that Obama is very careful about taking positions on congressional legislation. In the 111th Congress, he took only 78 such positions. Compare that with George W. Bush, who took 291 positions during the 110th Congress, or Bill Clinton, who took 314 positions during the 103rd Congress. So part of the answer might be that, with the exception of high-profile bills such as health-care reform, Obama is hanging back from most of the congressional squabbling.
Ennahda would say yes

Fitouri, writer for Tunisia Live, 11

[Samia, November 9, 2011, “Ennahda Responds Positively to Clinton Speech”, http://www.tunisia-live.net/2011/11/09/ennahdas-positive-response-to-secretary-clintons-speech/, 11/29/11, atl]

An Ennahda spokesman said that they were open to cooperation with the United States government, responding to comments made by US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on November 7th. Clinton said Monday at the Democracy Awards Dinner held by the National 

Chouhoudi. “Ennahda would never impose diplomatic strategies on the political scene.” No direct contact has yet been made with the Obama administration.

No food wars-amount of conflict is decreasing and it is empirically denied.

Salehyan, North Texas political science professor, 2007

(Idean, “The New Myth About Climate Change”, 8-14, http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2007/08/13/the_new_myth_about_climate_change, ldg)

First, aside from a few anecdotes, there is little systematic empirical evidence that resource scarcity and changing environmental conditions lead to conflict. In fact, several studies have shown that an abundance of natural resources is more likely to contribute 

clean water, and electricity. Yet the tsunami, one of the most extreme catastrophes in recent history, did not lead to an outbreak of resource wars. Clearly then, there is much more to armed conflict than resource scarcity and natural disasters. 

Too many alternate causes for the aff to solve- poverty is the underlying cause of hunger

Shah, editor of Global Issues, 10

(8-22, Anup, “Causes of Hunger are related to Poverty,” http://www.globalissues.org/article/7/causes-of-hunger-are-related-to-poverty#Increasingemphasisonliberalizedexport-orientedandindustrialagriculture) atw

In addition, SAPs have opened up these economies in such a way that focus on “export” means base foods, commodities and resources are exported, while finished items are typically made from these in first world economies, which are more costly for poor nations to purchase. As J. W. Smith has 

then, requires the recognition that there are political and economic causes related to poverty.
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