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Saleh has left Yemen for medical treatment in the U.S. but his family still holds the reins of power 

AP, 1-23-12

(“Yemen: Mutinies spread to 4 air bases, a day after president’s departure,” http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle-east/yemen-mutinies-spread-to-4-air-bases-demanding-removal-of-air-force-commander/2012/01/23/gIQAT9aXKQ_story.html) 

SANAA, Yemen — A wave of mutinies demanding the… the deal and cling to power.
Allowing Saleh to come here jeopardizes future relations with Yemen—tanking counter-terrorism cooperation against AQAP—plan solves by sending the signal that the U.S. government isn’t pro-Saleh 

Peter, 1-23-12

(Tom, “Yemen's President Saleh departs for US, apparently ending his rule,” CSM, http://www.csmonitor.com/World/terrorism-security/2012/0123/Yemen-s-President-Saleh-departs-for-US-apparently-ending-his-rule) 

Yemen's President Ali Abdullah Saleh gave… the original Al Qaeda based in Pakistan.
Increased U.S. engagement with the opposition is key to sustained counter-terrorism cooperation and reduced domestic support for AQAP 

Foust, 12-30-11

(Joshua, “Unaccountable Killing Machines: The True Cost of U.S. Drones,” http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2011/12/unaccountable-killing-machines-the-true-cost-of-us-drones/250661/) 

In Yemen, the insistence on drone…CT policy there requires.
Immediate U.S. democracy assistance to Yemen is key to send the signal that Saleh isn’t our man anymore

Labott, 1-24-12

(Elise, “Obama's Yemeni snake dance,” http://security.blogs.cnn.com/2012/01/24/obamas-yemeni-snake-dance/) 

Outgoing Yemeni President Ali Abdullah… visit, Saleh is no longer their man
Strong U.S. support for the youth movement is key to creating pro-American perceptions inside Yemen—this devastates domestic support for AQAP 

Gundun, 1-15-12

(James, “US is Bleeding out Its Credibility in Yemen,” http://www.palestinechronicle.com/view_article_details.php?id=17388) 

2. Immunity is necessary to combat al-Qaeda… than the recruiting power of American policy
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