1AC – relations

The US Russian relationship is functional now – but conflicts over Syria threaten to derail it

Pifer 3/21 (Steve Pifer, Senior Fellow, Foreign Policy, Center on the United States and Europe

House Committee on Foreign Affairs, “The Future Course of the U.S.-Russia Relationship,” 3/21/12) http://www.brookings.edu/testimony/2012/0321_arms_control_pifer.aspx
The U.S. relationship with Russia ……….. in Russia is limited. 

Syria is the line in the sand for Russia sphere of influence – we need to compromise to assuage Putin’s concerns

Rojansky 3/23 (Matthew Rojansky, deputy director of the Russia and Eurasia Program at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace “The method to Putin’s Syria madness,” 3/23/12) http://globalpublicsquare.blogs.cnn.com/2012/03/23/the-method-to-putins-syria-madness/
To much of the world, ……….. are solely those of Matthew Rojansky.


Bypassing Russia cause cold-war style competition

Byman 12 (Daniel Byman, Director of Research at the Saban Center for Middle East Policy, Michael Doran, Roger Hertog Senior Fellow at the Saban Center for Middle East Policy, Kenneth Pollack, Senior Fellow at the Saban Center for Middle East Policy, and Salman Shaikh, the Director of the Brookings Doha Center and a Fellow at the Saban Center for Middle East Policy, “Saving Syria: Assessing Options 

for Regime Change,” March 2012) http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2012/0315_syria_saban/0315_syria_saban.pdf
The diplomatic solution rests on a key assumption: that reversing Russia’s protection of the Asad regime in the Security Council is actually possible. To many, Russia’s two vetoes and continued supply of arms to Asad prove otherwise, and any diplomatic solution that includes Moscow is likely to fail. Bypassing Russia, however, is not without its dangers. It risks embroiling the United States and its allies in a costly and dangerous Cold War-style competition along the strategically important Syria fault-line, or worse. Russia could continue to arm and fund the regime, enabling Asad to defy international pressure indefinitely. Taking actions without a UN mandate would also likely only add to the unraveling of the “responsibility to protect” doctrine, in as much as it emphasizes the need for UN-legitimated authority.

Restating the Cold War escalates – we have to respect the sphere

Cohen 10—prof, Russian Studies and History, NYU. Prof emeritus, Princeton (Stephen, US-Russian Relations in an Age of American Triumphalism: An Interview with Stephen F. Cohen, 25 May 2010, http://www.thenation.com/article/us-russian-relations-age-american-triumphalism-interview-stephen-f-cohen)

The third post-1991 conflict ………….. think tanks, can connect these dots. 

Interfering is a unique scenario for conflict

Bandow 12 (Doug Bandow, senior fellow at the Cato Institute. A former special assistant to Ronald Reagan “NATO and Libya: It's Time to Retire a Fading Alliance,” 1/2/12) http://www.cato.org/pub_display.php?pub_id=13982&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+CatoRecentOpeds+(Cato+Recent+Op-eds)
The Cold War required ……… as the great military equalizer.
Nuclear escalation is likely

LaRouche 12-9 (Lyndon LaRouche, political activist & economist, author of multiple books on economics & politics, Norman Bailey, formerly with the National Security Council, described LaRouche's staff as one of the best private intelligence services in the world, 12-9-11, “Why Obama has to go: to risk thermonuclear war is clinically insane,” Executive Intelligence Review, http://www.larouchepub.com/eiw/public/2011/eirv38n48-20111209/index.html)

"What's happened is, the ………. the entirety of Asia, and other places."
Only scenario for extinction

Bostrom 2 (Nick Bostrom, 2002. Professor of Philosophy and Global Studies at Yale. "Existential Risks: Analyzing Human Extinction Scenarios  and Related Hazards," 38,  www.transhumanist.com/volume9/risks.html)
A much greater existential ……………humankind’s potential permanently. 

Conflicts in this area uniquely derail the entire relationship

LaFranchi 3/5 (Howard LaFranchi, “A cold-war chill? US-Russia relations falter over Libya and Syria,” 3/5/12) http://www.minnpost.com/christian-science-monitor/2012/03/cold-war-chill-us-russia-relations-falter-over-libya-and-syria
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham …………..cooperation at risk," he says.

Engagement solves the motivation for Russia to lash out

The Guardian 2/25 (The Guardian, citing the Chatham House report, “We must heed all the forces at work in Syria,” 2/25/12) http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/feb/26/observer-editorial-syria-assad-russia
Some of the solutions ……….. what is asked of it.

US Russian relations solves prolif, trafficking, climate change, cyber-terrorism, and security

Legvold, 09 (Foreign Affairs, Volume 88 No. 1 2009 http://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/fora88&div=58&g_sent=1&collection=journals#672)

Reversing the collapse of US-Russian …………..and Afghanistan, into a larger design. 

warming will cause extinction

Sify 2010 – Sydney newspaper citing Ove Hoegh-Guldberg, professor at University of Queensland and Director of the Global Change Institute, and John Bruno, associate professor of Marine Science at UNC (Sify News, “Could unbridled climate changes lead to human extinction?”, http://www.sify.com/news/could-unbridled-climate-changes-lead-to-human-extinction-news-international-kgtrOhdaahc.html)
The findings of the comprehensive report………………e. These findings were published in Science

The attack causes miscalc and nuclear war

Ayson 10 (Robert, Professor of Strategic Studies, Director of Strategic Studies: New Zealand, Senior Research Associate with Oxford’s Centre for International Studies. “After a Terrorist Nuclear Attack: Envisaging Catalytic Effects. Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, Volume 33, Issue 7, July 2010, pages 571-593)
Washington's early ……… itself unable or unwilling to provide.
Pakistan collapse cause nuclear war

Morgan, 10 – former member of the British Labour Party Executive Committee. A political writer, his first book was "The Mind of a Terrorist Fundamentalist" He is a journalist and columnist for http://www.thecheers.org/ magazine (Stephen, “Better Another Taliban Afghanistan, than a Taliban NUCLEAR,” 6/4, http://society.ezinemark.com/better-another-taliban-afghanistan-than-a-taliban-nuclear-pakistan-4d0ce18ba75.html)

Strong centrifugal ………… Russia pitted against the US.

Relations Key to stop accidental war

Stephen F. Cohen, Prof of Russian Studies @ NYU, June 25, 2001 http://www.thenation.com/doc.mhtml?i=20010625&c=1&s=cohen
In these and other ways, …….., when? If not us, who?"
1AC – interests

Russia’s involvement in Syria’s resolution is key to their influence in Syria and the broader Middle East

Salem 2/29 (Paul Salem, Carnegie Endowment, DIRECTOR AND SENIOR ASSOCIATE MIDDLE EAST CENTER, “Russia Should Move to Save Syria,” 2/29/12) http://www.carnegieendowment.org/2012/02/29/russia-should-move-to-save-syria/9zjq
Moscow holds key cards in ……… player in the new Arab world. 

Russian middle east influence key to their central Asian sphere

BOURTMAN 2006 (Ilya, expert on Russia and has worked with the American Enterprise Institute, the Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies, and the Foundation for the Defense of Democracies, MERIA, June, http://meria.idc.ac.il/journal/2006/issue2/jv10no2a1.html)

Given the new international ……Caucasus and Central Asia.
Key to regional stability and Korean conflict

Zhukov 8—Ph.D. candidate, Harvard, Dept. of Government.  Masters with Honors, Georgetown School of Foreign Service (Yuri, A Russian “Sphere of Influence” is Geopolitical Reality, http://www.nextamerica.org/node/460, )

Finally, a policy of neo-containment ……… of what it can achieve. 

Eurasia wars escalate

Garnett et al 2k-former Senior Associate at Carnegie Endownment for International Peace (Sherman W. Garnett, Alexander Rahr, Koji Watanabe, “The New Central Asia:  In Search of Stability,” The Trilateral Commission, Summer 2000, http://www.trilateral.org/annmtgs/trialog/trlgtxts/t54/casia.htm)

Though the states of Central …………. “engagement without confrontation.”

NK goes nuclear

STRATFOR 10 [5/26/10, “North Korea, South Korea: The Military Balance on the Peninsula,” http://www.stratfor.com/analysis/20100526_north_korea_south_korea_military_balance_peninsula]

So the real issue is the ………… escalates much further. 

Russian influence contains violence in Chechnya

KHRESTIN 2007 (Igor, research assistant at the American Enterprise Institute. John Elliott, research associate at the Council on Foreign Relations, Middle East Quarterly, Winter http://www.meforum.org/article/1632)

Any Middle Eastern …………….. leader some international legitimacy.[26]
The impact is nuclear terrorism against Moscow

DOWLE 2005 (Mark, Teaches at the Graduate School of Journalism at Berkeley, California Monthly, September, http://www.alumni.berkeley.edu/Alumni/Cal_Monthly/September_2005/COVER_STORY-_Berkeleys_Big_Bang_Project_.asp)

One thing was stressed. ……… in obtaining a nuclear device.

Extinction

DOWLE 2005 (Mark, Teaches at the Graduate School of Journalism at Berkeley, California Monthly, September, http://www.alumni.berkeley.edu/Alumni/Cal_Monthly/September_2005/COVER_STORY-_Berkeleys_Big_Bang_Project_.asp)
In the scenario presented ……… weakened international position.
Unmanaged regime change means Russia loses arms sales and the Tartus base

Weitz, 2/7/12 - Richard Weitz is a senior fellow at the Hudson Institute and a World Politics Review senior editor (“Global Insights: Russia's UNSC Syria Veto a Calculated Gamble,” http://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/11400/global-insights-russias-unsc-syria-veto-a-calculated-gamble)

Meanwhile, any U.N. resolution …………… outpost in the Mediterranean.  
Arms sales key to Russian economy

RIVLIN 2005 – Senior Research Fellow at the Moshe Dayan Center for Middle Eastern and African Studies, Tel Aviv University (Dr. Paul, “The Russian Economy and Arms Exports to the Middle East,” The Jaffee Center for Strategic Studies) 

In the years 1994-98, Russian ……………… to rely heavily on fluctuating income from oil and gas sales.

Russian economic decline causes nuclear war

FILGER 2009 (Sheldon, author and blogger for the Huffington Post, “Russian Economy Faces Disastrous Free Fall Contraction” http://www.globaleconomiccrisis.com/blog/archives/356)

In Russia historically, ....... Crisis is its least dangerous consequence.

Loss of Syria is deadly for their arms industry

Cohen 3/15 (Ariel Cohen, Ph.D., is Senior Research Fellow in Russian and Eurasian Studies and International Energy Policy in the Douglas and Sarah Allison Center for Foreign Policy Studies, a division of the Kathryn and Shelby Cullom Davis Institute for International Studies, at The Heritage Foundation, “How the U.S. Should Respond to Russia's Unhelpful Role in the Middle East,” 3/15/12) http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2012/03/how-the-us-should-respond-to-russias-unhelpful-role-in-the-middle-east
With the fall of Qadhafi, ………...

The Russian Stance on Libya

Sales are key to Russia’s conventional power

WEITZ 2007 (Richard, Senior Fellow and Director, Project Management at Hudson Institute, “Russia’s military-industrial complex” June 4, http://cffss.hudson.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=publication_details&id=4947)

The primary purpose of ………….. ties with recipient states.
Conventional decline causes nuclear reliance – nuclear war

LAMBERT AND MILLER 1997 [Stephen and David, USAF Institute for National Security Studies, “Russia’s Crumbling Tactical Nuclear Weapons Complex: An Opportunity for Arms Control” April, http://fas.org/irp/threat/ocp12.htm] 

Nuclear Dependency in the Face of Conventional Contingencies. ………… weapons to ensure its security
1AC - plan

The United States federal government should help mediate a Russian led democratic reform process for Syria.

1AC – solvency

Engaging Russia changes their course on Syria to solves relations and their interests in Syria

Danin 3/7 (Robert M. Danin, “To Resolve Syria, Send Annan to Moscow,” 3/7/12) http://blogs.cfr.org/danin/2012/03/07/to-resolve-syria-send-annan-to-moscow/
The key to ending the bloodshed rests ………….. end Russia’s special relationship with Syria.

US gets the opposition to come

Karon 3/21 (Tony Karon, “Why a U.N. Syria Peace Plan Poses a Challenge to Rebels,” 3/21/12) http://globalspin.blogs.time.com/2012/03/21/why-a-u-n-syria-peace-plan-poses-a-challenge-to-rebels/
Read more: http://globalspin.blogs.time.com/2012/03/21/why-a-u-n-syria-peace-plan-poses-a-challenge-to-rebels/#ixzz1q421bayn 

 The insurgency option may be …………pressure on the opposition.”
Russia can be brought on board – makes the mediation work

ICG 12 (International Crisis Group, “Now or Never: A Negotiated Transition for Syria,” 3/5/12) http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/Middle%20East%20North%20Africa/Iraq%20Syria%20Lebanon/Syria/B032-now-or-never-a-negotiated-transition-for-syria.pdf
There is every reason to doubt ………….. more extreme Islamist forces.

****2AC****

warming anthro

Fast anthropogenic warming now
Rahmstorf, Professor of Physics of the Oceans at Potsdam University, 2008 

(Richard. Global Warming: Looking Beyond Kyoto. Edited by Ernesto Zedillo. “Anthropogenic Climate Change?” Page 42-49)
It is time to turn to statement ………….. with which we need to deal.
warming not too late

Not inevitable- we can solve
Dyer 9 [PhD in ME History, Gwynne, MA in Military History and PhD in Middle Eastern History former  @ Senior Lecturer in War Studies at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst, Climate Wars]

There is no need to despair. ………… how to stop it rising past 450.
K 2AC
to rectify 1AC harms

No root cause of war

Joshua Goldstein, 2001, Professor of International Relations at American University, War and Gender, 412

First, peace activists face a dilemma in ……….. empirically inadequate.

Extinction outweighs value to life – life is a prerequisite to value
Schwartz 2 (Lisa, Medical Ethics, http://www.fleshandbones.com/readingroom/pdf/399.pdf)

The second assertion …….. as ends in themselves. 
No link – plan just mediates dialogue doesn’t engage gendered

Focus on critical theory makes effective action impossible – defer to empirics
David Owen, Reader of Political Theory at the Univ. of Southampton,  Millennium Vol 31 No 3 2002 p. 655-7

Commenting on the ‘………….potentially vicious circle arises.

Reps don’t shape reality
Tuathail 96 (Gearoid, Department of Georgraphy at Virginia Polytechnic Institute, Political Geography, 15(6-7), p. 664, science direct)

While theoretical debates ………. patterned mess that is  human history.
Extinction not inev
Kurasawa, 04 (Professor of Sociology, York University of Toronto, Fuyuki, Constellations Volume 11, No 4, 2004). 

Moreover, keeping in mind ……………… generations if left unchallenged. 

Gender doesn’t structure politics
Jarvis, Lecturer in Government and IR at the University of Sydney. 2000 [Daryl, International Relations and the challenge of postmodernism : defending the discipline p.174-175]
"One variable," notes …………… of many such males?"
Their understanding of femininity as pure negativity, the absolutely otherized in masculine discourse, is an illegitimate monopoly that reproduces masculine violence—otherization functions plurally, making use of women, slaves, children, and animals among others

Butler, Professor of Rhetoric at Berkeley, 2004 [Judith, “Bodies That Matter,” Engaging with Irigaray, Ed. Burke, Schor, Whitford, p.p. 160-162]
So perhaps here is the return of essentialism, ……… drama of sexual difference. 
gender has its place but needs to be combined with realism to have explanatory power

Caprioli, 04  (“Feminist IR Theory and Quantitative Methodology: A Critical Analysis” Mary Caprioli, Dept. of Political Science, University of Tennessee. International Studies Review. Volume 42 Issue 1 Page 193-197, March 2004. http://www.blackwell-synergy.com/links/doi/10.1111/0020-8833.00076.) AK

The derision with which ………. add to feminist IR theories.

The permutation is net beneficial—only the reoccupation of the master’s discourse from multiple sites of oppression can solve

Butler, Professor of Rhetoric at Berkeley, 2004 [Judith, “Bodies That Matter,” Engaging with Irigaray, Ed. Burke, Schor, Whitford, p.p. 164-165]

Significantly, this prohibition ………….the exclusions by which we proceed.

**perm perm perm

Abstract critique fails—must be combined with policy action
Bilgin, Department of International Relations  at Bilkent University, 2005 [Pinar, Regional Security in the Middle East, p. 

Although Devetak's approach ………… both theory and practice. 

The alt causes backlash not change
Burke, lecturer at Adelaide University School of History and Politics, 2007
[Anthony, Beyond Security, Ethics and Violence: War against the Other. pp.93] 

Once we attempt to enact an ethics ………..to his secular and liberal response'.84

Feminist epistemology fails: it provides no explanatory model which can account for international political events, creating more conflict in a fragile system 

Murray, Professor of Political Theory at the University of Edinburgh, 1997 [Alastair J. H., Reconstructing Realism: between Power Politics and Cosmopolitan Ethics, p. 191-193]

Whilst Tickner's feminism ……………, serves us reasonably well.
CP 2AC

Democracy assistance can go through intermediaries
Carothers ‘96

(Thomas, vice president for studies at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, A.B., Harvard College; M.Sc., London School of Economics; J.D., Harvard Law School,  Assessing Democracy Assistance: The Case of Romania, pg 17-18)

 

Since 1989, U.S.  government-………… with which they work.

Plan leads to a Syria SCAF option that solves all the reasons Assad is good

Yavoubian 3/1 (Mona Yacoubian,  Senior Advisor, Middle East | Project Director, Pathways to Progress, the STIMSON Center, “The road to Syria's salvation runs through Moscow,” 3/1/12) http://mideast.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2012/03/01/the_road_to_syrias_salvation_runs_through_moscow
Indeed, Russia has a lot to lose …………. a more ordered transition.
Anti-Americanism is irrelevant – plan still helps the opposition

Hamid 10-1 (Shadi Hamid is director of research at the Brookings Doha Center and a fellow at the Saban Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution, 10-1-11, “What Obama and American Liberals Don’t Understand About the Arab Spring,” http://www.tnr.com/article/environment-energy/95538/arab-spring-obama-realism-democracy-neoconservatives-mubarak?page=0,1)

Across the region, activists ………………. would be most effective.
PIK 2AC

The alt fails--the criticism of democracy assistance produces political fragmentation and no relevant policy prescriptions

Kurki 11 (Milja, International Politics Department, Aberystwyth University, UK,  “The Limitations of the ‘Critical Edge’: Reflections on Critical and Philosophical IR Scholarship Today”, Millennium, 7 July)

This pessimism on the question ……… of critical theory in IR.

The critique is empirically wrong and the plan solves the link

Youngs 11 (Richard, Associate Prof. at the U of Warwick, “Misunderstanding the maladies of liberal democracy promotion”, FRIDE, online)
Democracy promotion has …………… to their required improvement.

*****1AR****

A2: SYSTEMIC IMPACTS
Systemic threats do not outweigh extinction—the availability heuristic causes us to underestimate both magnitude and probability

YUDKOWSKY 2006  (Eliezer, Singularity Institute for Artificial Intelligence, “Cognitive biases potentially affecting judgment of global risks,” forthcoming in Global Catastrophic Risks, August 31)
A general principle underlying …………. encountered an extinction event.2
A2: SYSTEMIC IMPACTS
Systemic threats do not outweigh extinction—the availability heuristic causes us to underestimate both magnitude and probability

YUDKOWSKY 2006  (Eliezer, Singularity Institute for Artificial Intelligence, “Cognitive biases potentially affecting judgment of global risks,” forthcoming in Global Catastrophic Risks, August 31)
A general principle …………encountered an extinction event.2
no root cause

o root cause of war
Hutchison 2004 [Fred, “American innovation and the culture war: A golden age of American innovation,” March 22, http://www.renewamerica.us/columns/hutchison/040322]

Reductionist ideas reduce ………… on theories of cultural determinism.
Root causes analyses are sloppy
Martin, professor of science, technology, and society – University of Wollongong, ‘90
(Brian, http://www.uow.edu.au/arts/sts/bmartin/pubs/90uw/uw13.html) 
In this chapter and in the six …………. grassroots movements to uproot them.

realism and stuff

Adopting solely a feminist perspective framents IR theory, while reproducing the same epistemological problems and leading to war by exacerbating differences

Jarvis, Lecturer in Government and IR at the University of Sydney. 2000 [Daryl, International Relations and the challenge of postmodernism : defending the discipline p. 165]
For others like Ann Tickner………… coal face of international politics.

realism good

Critique alone impedes effective policymaking – realism is key to make actual change
Lott ‘4 [Anthony, Assistant Professor of Political Science @ St. Olaf College. Creating Insecurity.  p. 46-7]
But the constructivist project ………. of the sources of insecurity.

Alternatives to realism cause violence
Guzzini, Professor at the Central European University, 1998 [Stefano, Realism in International Relations and International Political Economy, p. 212]

Therefore, in a third step, this chapter also claims ……………. not always necessarily in the spirit, of realism.
a2 enviro rhetoric

Apocalyptic rhetoric is not INTRINISCALLY bad—it can be used to catalyze concern for the environment without succumbing to a politics of fear

Buell 10 (Frederick Buell, professor of English at Queens, Future Ethics, pg. 30-32)
To fully understand these changes, I argue……………….. for reinventing apocalypse.

