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The United States federal government should increase its democratic civil resistance assistance for Syria.  

US look weak on Syria now – that destroys credibility in the region
Drezner 2-9 (Daniel W. Drezner is professor of international politics at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, 2-9-12, “it’s time to arm the Syrian opposition,” http://www.tnr.com/article/world/100565/syria-symposium-assad-arab-league-intervention)

For the Obama administration, negotiating with Assad or … their own, sanctions almost never topple a regime as entrenched and ruthless as Assad’s.

Independently, US stance on reform makes or breaks Al-Qaeda

Zarate & Gordon 11 Zarate and Gordon summer 11  Juan C. Zarate is a Senior Adviser at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) and the former Deputy National Security Advisor for Combating Terrorism (2005— 2009). He can be reached at jzarate@csis.org. David A. Gordon is the Program Manager and a Research Assistant with the CSIS Transnational Threats Project. He can be reached at dgordon@csis.org. Both are working on a year-long CSIS study on the future of al-Qaeda and its associated movements.  Copyright # 2011 Center for Strategic and International Studies The Washington Quarterly • 34:3 pp. 103122 DOI: 10.1080/0163660X.2011.588305 

If inadequate reform leads to disillusionment, the Arab Spring … to support the organic movements in the region. 

Al Qaeda is actively pursuing a nuclear weapon

Bunn et al. 2011 (May 2011.  Matthew Bunn, associate professor, at Harvard Kennedy School and Co- Principal Investigator of Project on Managing the Atom at Harvard’s Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs; Colonel Yuri Morozov, prof @ Russian Academy of Military Sciences former chief of General Staff of the Russian military; Rolf Mowatt-Larssen. Senior fellow at Belfer Center, fmr. director of Intelligence at DoE; Simon Saradzhyan, senior fellow at Belfer Center; William Tobey, senior fellow at Belfer Center & director of the U.S.-Russia Initiative to Prevent Nuclear Terrorism, fmr. deputy administrator for Defense Nuclear Nonproliferation at the NNSA; Colonel General Viktor I. Yesin, senior fellow at the U.S.A and Canada Studies Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences and advisor to commander of the Strategic Missile Forces of Russia, fmr. chief of staff of the Strategic Missile Forces; Major General Pavel S. Zolotarev, deputy director of the U.S.A and Canada Studies Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences and fmr. head of the Information and Analysis Center of the Russian Ministry of Defense.  “The U.S.-Russia Joint Threat Assessment on Nuclear Terrorism.”  The Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs and the Institute for U.S. and Canadian Studies.)
Nuclear terrorism is a real and urgent threat. Urgent actions … the intention to acquire and use nuclear weapons is as strong as ever.
Al Qaeda attack leads to nuclear war with Russia and China

Ayson 10 (Robert, Professor of Strategic Studies and Director of the Centre for Strategic Studies: New Zealand @ The Victoria University of Wellington, July 2010, “After a Terrorist Nuclear Attack: Envisaging Catalytic Effects,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, Vol. 33 Issue 7)

But these two nuclear worlds—a non-state actor nuclear … latter found itself unable or unwilling to provide.
US action in Syria demonstrates consistency

Pletka 11-18 (Danielle Pletka is vice president of foreign and defense policy studies at AEI, “US needs to lead from the front on Syria,” http://www.aei.org/article/debate-prep-us-needs-to-lead-from-the-front-on-syria/)
Consider the stakes: Syria is Iran's most important ally. … chips were down, America was all but absent.
Pentagon is planning for intervention now
McGreal 2-8 (Chris McGreal, the Guardian's Washington correspondent 2-8-12, “Pentagon draws up 'internal review' as US searches for way to stop Syria killing,” http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/feb/08/pentagon-internal-review-syria-killing?newsfeed=true)

The Pentagon is drawing up contingency plans for … on Syria's president, Bashar al-Assad, to resign.

Protracted civil war is inevitable now

LA Times 2/5/12 (“Hillary Clinton warns of 'brutal civil war' in Syria,” http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/middleeast/la-fg-syria-violence-20120206,0,1630335.story)
There was general agreement on one point: The conflict … intervention, so it was never clear how Assad could have been forced to comply.
Arab Spring means risk of war high

Singh 11 (Michael Singh, managing director of the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, formerly served on the National Security Council as senior director for Middle East affairs, October 24, 2011, “Arab Spring, Arab Storm: Implications for Israel,” http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/templateC05.php?CID=3413)
On a more fundamental level, however, the Arab Spring has deeply … question mark, with several states competing for primacy.
Slow collapse causes Assad lashout against Israel – provokes nuclear and chemical war

Ceren 11 (Omri Ceren, founder and editor of Mere Rhetoric, a political blog dealing with the geopolitical, cultural, and economic dimensions of the global war between the West and political Islam. He's been published in international outlets such as the Jerusalem Post, and his investigative journalism has been cited by the Associated Press, Reuters, CNN, the BBC, the New York Times, and other outlets. He is a Ph.D. candidate studying rhetoric, argumentation, and media at the University of Southern California's Annenberg School of Communication, 8-1-11, “Just how bad could a Syrian collapse get?” http://www.commentarymagazine.com/2011/08/01/syrian-collapse-israel/)
But the continued stability of the Syrian regime is only one highly … and surreal situation that will not cause Israeli politicians to overreact less.
Israel war causes extinction

Casey ’6 — Mingus Casey, Scoop News, 10-9-6 “On the History of Nuclear Arms, the Arms trade, and one very small very vulnerable very beautiful planet” online 
The ecological effects of nuclear testing are massive, … majority of vegetable animal and sea life will probably die out.

Opposition planning causes fast collapse – prevents violence
Serwer 12-22 (Daniel Serwer is a professorial lecturer at Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies and a Scholar at the Middle East Institute.  12-22-11, “5 ways the U.S. can help Syria,” http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2011/12/5-ways-the-us-can-help-in-syria/250390/)

Former Middle East advisor to the Obama …  Time to make the inevitable happen the right way.

Fast collapse solves devolution into violence

Tabler 11 (Andrew J. Tabler is a Next Generation fellow in the Program on Arab Politics at The Washington Institute for Near East Policy, where he focuses on Syria and U.S. policy in the Levant.  November 9, 2011, testimony for US Senate hearing on “U.S. Policy in Syria,” http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/html/pdf/TablerSenate20111109.pdf)
Increasing numbers in the Syrian opposition are seeking to … is likely to become and spread to neighboring countries.
US-led coalitions pressure Assad into stepping aside peacefully 

Young 11 (Michael Young is opinion editor of The Daily Star newspaper in Beirut and author of “The Ghosts of Martyrs Square: An Eyewitness Account of Lebanon’s Life Struggle” (Simon & Schuster), listed as one of the 10 notable books of 2010 by The Wall Street Journal.  8-1-2011, “Escalating Violence in Syria Paralyzes the West,” http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2011/08/01/washington-avoids-syrian-crackdown-in-hama.html)
The administration has claimed that its leverage over... well been addressing the far larger community of nations.
Civil society assistance fractures the regime, causing it to go peacefully
Jessica Rettig, US News and World Report, 11/17/2011, How U.S. Could Encourage Peace in Syria,” http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2011/11/17/how-us-could-encourage-peace-in-syria
From army defectors to militant gangs, violent anti-… opposition because we're seen to be meddling," he says.

Debate is key to influence policymaking on the Arab Spring—focus on alternate methods causes conservative fill-in

Stephen M. Walt, 2011, Harvard Kennedy School, August 2011, International Affairs and the Public Sphere, Faculty Research Working Paper Series, http://bit.ly/osDvub
On the one hand, there is a widespread sense that academic research on global affairs … of the social sciences is largely in our own hands. 

Positivism is the best epistemology—the alt creates epistemological anarchy and destroys empirical analysis

Brown 11 (Vernon, Cardiff U,  “The Reflectivist Critique of Positivist IR Theory”, http://www.e-ir.info/?p=7328)

There is a great deal of support for the positivist approach in IR …and continually evolving, could provide the stability needed.

Empirics prove civil resistance is most effective method
Stephan & Chenoweth 08 (Maria J. Stephan is Director of Educational Initiatives at the International Center on Nonviolent Conflict. Erica Chenoweth is Assistant Professor of Government at Wesleyan University and a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs in the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.  “Why Civil Resistance Works: the strategic logic of nonviolence,” International Security 33(1) summer 2008)

Extant literature provides explanations as to why … more effectively than violent resistance.

2AC – risk k

Focus on critical theory makes effective action impossible – defer to empirics

David Owen, Reader of Political Theory at the Univ. of Southampton,  Millennium Vol 31 No 3 2002 p. 655-7

Commenting on the ‘philosophical turn’ in IR, Wæver remarks … into IR exacerbating the first and second dangers, and so a potentially vicious circle arises.

Systemic impacts cannot outweigh nuclear war—it would have systemic effects, killing billions more in future years
NISSANI 1992 (Moti, Professor at Wayne State, Lives in the Balance:  The Cold War and American Politics 1945-1991, http://www.is.wayne.edu/mnissani/pagepub/CH2.html)
Human Populations. The direct effects of war on … countless individual tragedies these numbers imply.)
Systemic threats do not outweigh extinction—the availability heuristic causes us to underestimate both magnitude and probability
YUDKOWSKY 2006  (Eliezer, Singularity Institute for Artificial Intelligence, “Cognitive biases potentially affecting judgment of global risks,” forthcoming in Global Catastrophic Risks, August 31)
A general principle underlying the heuristics-and-biases program … obviously, humanity has never yet encountered an extinction event.2
Our evidence is from multiple authors—this aggregate opinion makes the predictions more accurate
TETLOCK 2009 (Philip Tetlock is the Mitchell Endowed Professor at the University of California, Berkeley, and the author of Expert Political Judgment: How Good Is It? How Can We Know?, The National Interest, August 25, http://www.nationalinterest.org/Article.aspx?id=22040)
The best thing I can say for the superpundit … of George Friedman–style pundits. Diversification helps.
Extinction risks in particular are underestimated—their critique of predictions is backwards
YUDKOWSKY 2006 (Eliezer, Singularity Institute for Artificial Intelligence, “Cognitive biases potentially affecting judgment of global risks,” forthcoming in Global Catastrophic Risks, August 31)
I am sometimes asked: "If <existential risk X> is real, … respond yourself, you may have just answered your own question.
Their predictions arguments don’t apply to our disadvantages—imagining unintended catastrophes is both accurate and necessary—this is the author that did their studies
TETLOCK 2009 (Philip Tetlock is the Mitchell Endowed Professor at the University of California, Berkeley, and the author of Expert Political Judgment: How Good Is It? How Can We Know?, The National Interest, August 25, http://www.nationalinterest.org/Article.aspx?id=22040)
The authors point out too that just because … financial pundits occasionally have their days in the sun.
We can make accurate predictions about the Middle East – models have been revised
Goldstone 11 (JACK A. GOLDSTONE, Professor of Public Policy, George Mason University, November 2011, “Waiting for the revolutions,” http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/10/11/waiting_for_the_revolutions)

First, any revolution, as Charles Kurzman correctly … the first onset of events, our analysis was still helpful in other respects.

We can and must make predictions about complex systems, including the Middle East
Kelland, 2k11 (Kate, Health aand Science Correspondent, “Analysis: Predicting Change: Scientists enjoy fertile times”, http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/03/14/us-science-complex-change-idUSTRE72D4Z720110314)

Few would want to predict the outcome of uprisings in the … to be vulnerable to local crises that cascade and propagate.

The critique of predictions fails in the context of democracy promotion—our predictions are valuable EVEN If wrong

Gilley 2k5 (Bruce, PhD candidate at Princeton, “Should We Try to Predict Transitions to Democracy?: Lessons for China,” The Whitehead Journal of Diplomacy and International Relations)

Even if theory says we should, or must, predict, the actual …usually a post-communist neoauthoritarianism. 



The methodology of prediction is necessary for change—the alternative cedes power to the status quo and guarantees serial policy failure

Gilley 2k5 (Bruce, PhD candidate at Princeton, “Should We Try to Predict Transitions to Democracy?: Lessons for China,” The Whitehead Journal of Diplomacy and International Relations)

Prediction of regime changes, then, has been … be  a terrible forfeiture of the academic mission
The problem is not the fear of large impacts, but the absence of that fear—empirically, fear mobilizes action

Wittner, Department of History at SUNY-Albany, 2000 [Lawrence S., “Nuclear Disarmament Campaigns in NATO Nations Since the Late 1970s:  Dangers Perceived and Real,” Paper presented at the 18th General Conference of the International Peace Research Association, Tampere, Finland, August 8th, http://www.copri.dk/ copri/ipra/Conf-papers/WITTNER.doc] 

The full story of nuclear disarmament … have the opportunity to initiate a war that will cause worldwide death and destruction.
Gender 2AC

War is the root of gender violence—it’s more productive to focus on preventing war
Goldstein 01( Professor of Int’l Relations, Joshua American University, War and Gender, p. 412 http://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=lang_en&id=KXs_LS5g57MC&oi=fnd&pg=PR7&sig=XcekADFl52pV1S8F0MQ8WbGBFUo&dq=Joshua+Goldstein+2001+%22War+and+Gender%22+PAGE+142&prev=http://scholar.google.com/scholar%3Fq%3DJoshua%2BGoldstein%2B2001%2B%2522War%2Band%2BGender%2522%2BPAGE%2B142%26num%3D20%26hl%3Den%26lr%3Dlang_en%26safe%3Doff)

 First, peace activists face a dilemma in thinking about causes of war and working for peace. Many peace … focused on justice brings to the peace movement energy, allies, and moral grounding, yet, in light of this book’s evidence, the emphasis on injustice as the main cause of war seems to be empirically inadequate.
Reps don’t shape reality
Tuathail 96 (Gearoid, Department of Georgraphy at Virginia Polytechnic Institute, Political Geography, 15(6-7), p. 664, science direct)

While theoretical debates at academic conferences  are important to …; it needs to always be open to the patterned mess that is  human history.
The critique is empirically wrong and the plan solves the link
Youngs 11 (Richard, Associate Prof. at the U of Warwick, “Misunderstanding the maladies of liberal democracy promotion”, FRIDE, online)
Democracy promotion has lost traction around the world. This … risk pushing policy deliberations in exactly the opposite direction to their required improvement.
Gender doesn’t structure politics

Jarvis, Lecturer in Government and IR at the University of Sydney. 2000 [Daryl, International Relations and the challenge of postmodernism : defending the discipline p.174-175]
"One variable," notes Tom Kando, "does not make a … support and open initiative of many such males?"
Modern structures check the impact
O’Kane 97 
(“Modernity, the Holocaust, and politics”, Economy and Society, February, ebsco)
Chosen policies cannot be relegated to the … which stand in the way of modern genocides

Alt can’t change current constructions of policy
Wendt 92 
(Alexander, Assistant Professor of Political Science at Chicago, “Anarchy is what States Make of it: The Social Construction of Power Politics, International Organization, VOl. 46, no. 2.)
Let us assume that processes of identity- and interest-… they are almost impossible to transform.
The alt causes backlash not change
Burke, lecturer at Adelaide University School of History and Politics, 2007

[Anthony, Beyond Security, Ethics and Violence: War against the Other. pp.93] 

Once we attempt to enact an ethics of responsibility … more severe, in no small measure due to his secular and liberal response'.84

Feminist epistemology fails: it provides no explanatory model which can account for international political events, creating more conflict in a fragile system 

Murray, Professor of Political Theory at the University of Edinburgh, 1997 [Alastair J. H., Reconstructing Realism: between Power Politics and Cosmopolitan Ethics, p. 191-193]

Whilst Tickner's feminism presents an interesting revisioning of … human standpoint which, with modifications, serves us reasonably well.
TEXAS GM 

NEG CITES

1NC Risk Practice—1 

Subpoint A: The Paradox of Risk 

Oliver Kessler notes: 

If the risk of terrorism … endeavor breaks down.
The PARADOX OF RISK makes predictive policy-making a free fire zone—

The race to extinction encourages debaters jam together decontextualized predictions—Evidence is hyped while gaps in our causal chains are systematically ignored.

Kessler continues in 2008

 [Oliver Kessler, Sociology at University of Bielefeld,   “From Insecurity to Uncertainty:  Risk and the Paradox of Security Politics” Alternatives  33 (2008), 211-232] 
The problem of the second … with relative certainty. 

Vote negative to constitute responsible evidentiary practices when assembling causal claims.
Even if debating the impacts of the plan is good, it is NOT a complete agenda.

For example, predictive policy-making requires us to FIRST resolve a method of evaluating causal claims. 

Instead of weighing plan, begin your decision with the SUBSTANTIVE question of how the 1AC constitutes policy relevant research.
Wendt 1991

[Alexander, IR and Polsci at Ohio State, “Bridging the Theory/Meta-Theory Gap in International Relations” Review of International Studies (1991). 17, 383-392]

A constructivist approach … about world politics.
Subpoint B: INTERPRETATION

Scholarship that lines up causal claims to reach a terminal impact should accurately represent the significance of research—Accounting for clashes between assumptions of assembled evidentiary claims.
First, Democracy assistance requires evaluating whether advocates accurately represent evidence—Attend to context and tensions between research

Peter Burnell, Politics and International Studies at University of Warwick ,2010
[“Promoting Democracy and Promoting Autocracy: Towards A Comparative Evaluation”

Journal of Politics and Law Vol. 3, No. 2 September 2010]

There can be different … looks like a big ask. 
Combining causal claims requires us to confront tensions within our research—Ignoring clashes of context and method grinds foreign policy scholarship into incoherent mush  

Katzenstein et al 2010

[. Peter J. Katzenstein , Professor of International Studies at Cornell University; with Rudra Sil, Associate Professor of Political Science and Co-Director of the Huntsman Program in International Studies & Business “Analytic Eclecticism in the Study of World Politics: Reconfiguring Problems and Mechanisms across Research Traditions” Perspectives on Politics (2010), 8 : pp 411-431] p. 2 
Analytic eclecticism does … that can be traced.110 

Subpoint C: Violation 

The 1AC lines up internal-links like dominos, paving over clashes of context and assumptions. For example… 

[insert list of  predictions]
This transforms 1AC research into vacuous mush. 

David M. Berube 2000

 [Associate Professor of Speech Communication and Director of Debate at the University of South Carolina. Contemporary Argumentation and Debate 21: 53-73 http://www.cedadebate.org/CAD/index.php/CAD/article/viewFile/248/232]
The dead ends … with a critical lens.
Subpoint D: 

This is a voting issue—The 1AC’s appeal to experts predictions makes research standards a PRIOR QUESTION.

First, 

You are an educator and member of a scholarly community

Intervene to demand policy advocates responsibly handle evidence—The Iraq War shows how abandoning this role cedes Mideast policy to cynical elites.

Lisa Anderson writes :

To be responsible citizens, …here at home* 
Anderson continues in 03
Anderson 3 – Lisa Anderson, Dean of the School of International and Public Affairs at Columbia, former President of the Middle East Studies Association, November 2003, online: http://www.campus-watch.org/article/id/871
Yet, there is far … or Egypt or the United States. 

Two, Ignoring bad predictions will NOT make them go away—Use your ballot to constitute incentives for debaters to accurately represent research.

Schliesser et al 2011

[Eric Schliesser Department of Philosophy and Moral Science

Blandijnberg & Merel Lefevere Ghent University

“Private Epistemic Virtue, Public Vices: Moral Responsibility in the Policy Sciences” http://econ.as.nyu.edu/docs/IO/21480/Schliesser_12122011.pdf]
Of course, we cannot … any meaning.” 48 (Emphasis added).

Scholars must challenge the tendency to hype the impacts and effectiveness of democracy assistance—Bracketing research assumptions is a recipe for serial policy failure. 

Lappin 2009 *gender modified

[Richard Lappin, Ph.D. candidate at the Centre for Peace Research and Strategic Studies at the University of Leuven in Belgium, participated in over a dozen democracy assistance missions with the UN, EU, OSCE and Carter Center and has recently completed assignments in Sierra Leone, Lebanon and Romania, visiting scholar at the Faculty of Political Sciences at the University of Belgrade under the JoinEU-SEE programme, Central European Journal of International and Security Studies (CEJISS), Prague, Czech Republic,  “What Democracy?: Exploring the Absent Centre of Post-Conflict Democracy Assistance”,

Journal of Peace, Conflict and Development, Issue 14, July 2009]

Academics are also … for all the actors involved.
2NC – Framework
A Subpoint: Time frame: We control PORTABLE education because handling evidence is the BEDROCK of debate pedagogy 
B Subpoint: Probability: We control direction of the link because we have too many predictions and NOT enough debate on how to assemble them
C Subpoint Magnitude: Irresponsible research makes rational policy-making impossible—Even inadvertent mistakes produce GROUPTHINK disasters like the Bay of Pigs or Vietnam
MITCHELL 2010
Gordon R. Mitchell 2010  [Associate Professor and Director of Graduate Studies in the Department of Communication at the University of Pittsburgh, “Switch-Side Debating Meets Demand-Driven Rhetoric of Science” Rhetoric & Public Affairs Volume 13, Number 1, Spring 2010] 
"The axiom of all rhetoric… to mishandle evidence.31 
**2NC BOTTOM… Risk Framework—3** 

AND

Checking bad research solves their democracy assistance deliberation offense better

Thomas Carothers, VP of Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2010  [“The research imperatives of democracy promotion” Comparative Democratization October]
Still rather than …advisable but imperative. 

**2NC Framework (if Fairness)**
FALSE NETURALITY DISAD—Extend Wendt 
All interpretations both create and destroy ground—Fairness is a mask for SUBSTANTIVE agendas— For example, instrumental fiat makes kritiks impossible because nuclear war always outweigh rethinking in this debate 
Olson 2k2. (Gary A. Olson, Professor of English @ University of South Florida. “Justifying Belief: Stanley Fish and the Work of Rhetoric” p. 51-52, p. 64-65] 

In intractable policy debates,  … operates within legal discourse. 

Gender 1NC
Next is Gender – 
Begin your decision with 1AC knowledge production—Focus on plan establishes a masculinist framework for politics.  
Rejecting this mythology creates political space to overcome the gendered hierarchies of democracy assistance.
Cornwall et. al. ‘4 [Andrea, Institute of Development Studies at the University of Sussex, Elizabeth Harrison, Senior Lecturer in Anthropology at the University of Sussex, Ann Whitehead, Professor of Anthropology at University of Sussex, “Introduction: Repositioning Feminisms in Gender and Development”, IDS Bulletin Volume 35, Issue 4, pages 1–10, October 2004] 
Feminists work towards … from within autonomous feminist organizing
Gender structures their understanding of assistance – The false neutrality of their impact calculus reproduces Arab “democracy” as masculinized terror 
Moghadam ‘11 (Valentine, Professor of Sociology and Women’s Studies, Purdue University, “Engendering Democracy: Women and the Mass Social Protests in the Middle East and North Africa”, March 5) 
The first decade of ….  But does everyone?  
This frame dooms the Middle East to perpetual conflict. 

Mohanty ’11 [Chandra Talpade, Gender Studies at Syracuse University, 2011, 3/26 “Imperial Democracies, Militarised Zones,  Feminist Engagements” Economic & Political Weekly vol xlvi no 13]
The post-11 September …  designers, builders, and profiteers  (Platt 2011). 
Privileging “Big Stick” Impacts Relies on Gendered Frames of Managing Risk—Bracketing deliberation on structural violence is THE MASCULINE PRESUMPTION 
Enloe ‘90 [Cynthia, Research Professor of Women's Studies and International Development at Clark University, Bananas, beaches and bases: making feminist sense of international politics, Pg.13]
A theme that surfaced … shake masculine presumptions. 
THE WAR ON TERROR NECESSITATES THE FEMINIZATION OF AN UNCIVILIZED OTHER THAT JUSTIDIES ENDLESS WAR AND INTERVENTION
Wilcox 3 [Lauren, PhD in IR @ University of Minnesota, BA @ Macalester College, MA @ London School of Economics, “Security Masculinity: The Gender-Security Nexus”]
These statements give … is defined against.

Their understanding of hegemony assumes power as domination and “power over” – that’s a masculine assumption that oversimplifies power relations – turns case
Sjoberg ’10 [Laura, Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of Florida, “Gendering power transition theory”, in Gender and International Security, pp. 86-87] PTT = Power Transition Theory

According to … distinguishable features of a situation.”52
Focusing on geopolitical concerns trades off with social factors like gender – that turns the case because women will be central to future Syrian democracy and stability
POMED 3-11-2012 [Project on Middle East Democracy, “Who Owns the Syrian Revolution?”, http://pomed.org/blog/2012/03/pomed-notes-who-owns-the-syrian-revolution.html/] 
Steven Heydemann opened … freedom, dignity, and democracy.

Gender Block Args:

AT Martin 90

This ev only indicts the idea that males always perpetuate violence but not that structures of masculinity underly militarism

and he votes aff and it takes out the DA

their author

Brian Martin, prof of science

monocausal explanations...force by the military

realism relies on gendered understanding of behavior - gender hierarchy as the primary structure of int’l conflict better explains the world

Sjoberg 11

Gender, the State and War Redux

realists have applied...but a direct cause of war

their understanding of heg assumes power as domination and “power over” -- thats a masculine assumption that oversimplifies power relations - turns case

Sjoberg 10

“Gendering power transition theory” p. 86-87

According to power transition theorists... or gather international political capital 

And that’s uniquely true for Syria

Roman 1/22

“On the front lines in Syria, women’s role is still undefined”

Female-led protests have erupted...political and social reform

gender must be resolved first-

political commitments to pre-determine experts predictions and not vice versa - their shoddy research proves

de Mesquita 2011

“Fox-Hedging for Knowing: One Big Way to Know Many Things” Cato Unbound 7-18

Reliance on expert judgement ignores...predictions will be widely scattered

Goldstein’s methodology is flawed

D’Amico 3

http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev/php?id8148

Biases in Goldstein’s positivist... but societies that make war

empirical research is on our side - patriarchy makes peace impossible

Cockburn 10

“Gender Relations as Causal in Militarization and War” Int’l Feminist Journal of Politics

By contrast, patriarchal gender relations as a cause of war...how violence is eroticized.

They just add gender and stir - even if they get to weigh the plan, gendered framing comes first

Bensimon and Marshall 3

“like it or not feminist critical policy analysis matters”

feminist critical policy analysis... women will not be welcome

Focusing on geopolitical concerns trades off with social factors like gender -- that turns the case because women will be central to future syrian democracy and stability

POMED 3-11

“Who owns the Syrian Revolution?”

presented themes of the Syrian upring...back to freedom dignity and democracy

the arab spring proves realism has no predictive power - its just the circular logic of dominance

Hoover 11

“Egypt and the Failure of Realism” Journal of Critical Globalization Studies, Issue 4

upheavals in Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen and Libya...Realists have no exclusive claim to the analysis of power,


