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Zero risk of AQAP affecting Saudi oil production---qualified study 

Emirates 24-7 11 – Emirates 24-7 Business, UAE Newspaper, April 9, 2011, “Saudi oil disruption is unlikely: Credit Agricole” online: http://www.emirates247.com/business/economy-finance/saudi-oil-disruption-is-unlikely-credit-agricole-2011-04-09-1.378813

The current unrest in Yemen …Saudi Arabia’s current spare capacity is 3.5 million barrels allowing it to offset any additional oil lost.”

No impact to oil shocks and they won’t happen---newest data obliterates their offense
Kahn 11 Jeremy Kahn, writer for Newsweek, IHT, and NYT, previous editor of the New Republic, Masters in IR from LSE and B.S. in History from Penn, "Crude reality" 2/13 www.boston.com/bostonglobe/ideas/articles/2011/02/13/crude_reality/?page=full

Will a Middle Eastern … The US economy, meanwhile, has become less dependent on Persian Gulf oil and less sensitive to changes in crude prices overall than it was in 1973.

No AQ capability to carry out oil attacks, despite intentions 
Tim Pippard 10, is a Senior Consultant in the Security and Military Intelligence Practice of IHS Jane's, 2010, “‘Oil-Qaeda’: Jihadist Threats to the Energy Sector,” online: http://www.terrorismanalysts.com/pt/index.php/pot/article/view/103/html

Given this strategic grounding, how does Al-Qaeda's stated desire and intent to attack energy targets stack up against its … to a handful high-profile incidents in Yemen and Saudi Arabia.

Impossible to strike oil facilities effectively- dispersed and redundant facilities
Shifrinson and Priebe 11 (Joshua R. Itzkowitz and Miranda, doctoral candidates in the Political Science Department at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, “A Crude Threat; The Limits of an Iranian Missile Campaign against Saudi Arabian Oil,” International Security, Vol 36, No 1, Summer 2011, Project Muse)

Finally, this article carries implications … oil is a lucrative target, but it is not universally vulnerable. [End Page 201]

PTX

International piracy groups and Al-Shabaab make oil attacks inevitable
Ulrichsen 11 (Kristian, Kuwait Research Fellow in the Kuwait Programme for Development, Governance and Globalisation in the Gulf States Centre for the Study of Global Governance at the London SChool of Economics and Political SCience, "The Geopolitics of Insecurity in the Horn of Africa and the Arabian Peninsula," Middle East Policy Council, http://www.mepc.org/journal/middle-east-policy-archives/geopolitics-insecurity-horn-africa-and-arabian-peninsula?print)

These subregional conflicts …), and a succession of high-profile attempted attacks that have attracted global attention.

Somalia is already a big threat
Spencer 11 (James, "A False Dawn for Yemen's Militants," Foreign Affairs, June 8, http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/67883/james-spencer/a-false-dawn-for-yemens-militants?page=show)

Of course, Western policymakers must consider the worst-case scenario: Yemen as a failed state. Pirates based in Somalia are already … AQAP's operation rather than enable it. 

No military, civilian, or economic aid 

Aid 3/1 (Matthew, "The Mess in Yemen," author, leading intelligence historian and expert on the NSA, www.matthewaid.com/about)

A brand new report by the Government … assistance because it was no longer safe to keep the trainers in Yemen

GOP pushing for bundling human rights legislation with Jackson Vanink repeal – Obama negotiations key to prevent legislation from targeting Russia

Rogin 3-29-12 (Josh. Foreign Policy. Lugar’s endorsement pushes Magnitsky Act forward. http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2012/03/29/lugar_s_endorsement_pushes_magnitsky_act_forward)

Senate Foreign Relations Committee … the administration is negotiating with Cardin, the bill's main sponsor, on changes to the Magnitsky bill that would actually expand it to cover all countries around the globe, not just Russia, two congressional aides close to the issue told The Cable. The benefit of such a change for the administration would be that the bill could not be seen as targeting Russia only.  

Impact is competitiveness

Verona 3-29-12 (Ed. president & CEO of the U.S.-Russia Business Council. National Interest. http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/the-true-cost-jackson-vanik-6702?page=1)

But American competitiveness in Russia is now in jeopardy. Russia invoked reciprocity in response to the United … obligations under WTO dispute-resolution procedures.. 

First, US Leadership - Competitiveness is key to it

Martino 07 (Rocco. Senior Fellow at the Foreign Policy Research Institute. A Strategy for Success: Innovation Will Renew American Leadership.  Orbis, Volume 51, Issue 2)

Much of the foreign policy discussion in the United … the means of execution will have to include a partnership of industry, government, and people.3

U.S. heg key to promote peace and prevent power wars

Zhang and Shi 2011(Yuhan, researcher at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, and Lin, Columbia University, consultant for the Eurasia Group and World Bank, January 22, "America's Decline: A Harbinger of Conflict and Rivalry", http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2011/01/22/americas-decline-a-harbinger-of-conflict-and-rivalry/)jn
Over the past two decades, no other state has had the ability to …). A world without American hegemony is one where great power wars re-emerge, the liberal international system is supplanted by an authoritarian one, and trade protectionism devolves into restrictive, anti-globalisation barriers. This, at least, is one possibility we can forecast in a future that will inevitably be devoid of unrivalled US primacy.
Impact is extinction

Russian relations ow
Repeal of Jackson Vanik is a top priority for Obama – he’s key to getting it done that prevents economic recovery backsliding

Hormats 2-16-12 (Robert D. Under Secretary for Economic, Energy and Agricultural Affairs 

Testimony before the Senate Banking Committee. Washington, DC. Examining the European Debt Crisis and its Implications. http://www.state.gov/e/rls/rmk/2012/182521.htm)

Integrating Russia into the WTO has …
and workers by terminating application of Jackson-Vanik to Russia before Russia joins the WTO this summer. Lifting Jackson-Vanik for Russia is about providing jobs and economic growth here in America.
Short term backsliding now causes a depression

Isidore 11 ((Financial Correspondent-CNN Money, 8/10, http://money.cnn.com/2011/08/10/news/economy/double_dip_recession_economy/index.htm)

And while economists disagree on just how likely the U.S. economy is to fall into another downturn, they generally agree on one thing -- …, the federal government has shown little inclination to move in that direction. So this new recession would likely have virtually no policy effort to counteract it.  

Extinction

Kemp 10  (Geoffrey Kemp, Director of Regional Strategic Programs at The Nixon Center, served in the White House under Ronald Reagan, special assistant to the president for national security affairs and senior director for Near East and South Asian affairs on the National Security Council Staff, Former Director, Middle East Arms Control Project at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2010, The East Moves West: India, China, and Asia’s Growing Presence in the Middle East, p. 233-4)

The second scenario, called Mayhem and Chaos, is the opposite of the first scenario; everything that can go wrong does go wrong. … major disruptions can be expected, with dire consequences for two-thirds of the planet’s population
Magnitsky
Obama will compromise to overcome human rights hurdles

Sidar 3-24-12 (Cenk. anaging director of Sidar Global Advisors, a Washington-DC based strategic advisory and research firm. Kalem Journal. online information portal that provides forward-looking and actionable news, information, and political and economic risk analysis from the Middle East, North Africa, Central Asia and Turkey to decision-makers and influencers globally. The repeal of the Jackson-Vanik Amendment would raise hopes for a deal in Chicago. http://www.kalemjournal.com/the-repeal-of-the-jackson-vanik-amendment-would-raise-hopes-for-a-deal-in-chicago1.html)

The Obama Administration may have to bend … NATO officials would welcome any steps taken in the direction of further cooperation between the two countries.
Compromise gets McCain on board – he’s key to GOP swing votes

WSJ 3-18-12 (After Jackson-Vanik. http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304459804577285330434798916.html?mod=googlenews_wsj)

For two years, the White House has scuttled the …, which the Administration still lacks votes to repeal.

PC Key
Obama PC key to eliminating trade restrictions with Russia – Passes now but it’s a tough fight

Boles 2-29-12 (Corey. Staff writer. Wall Street Journal. White House Pushes for Russia Trade Agreement. http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203753704577254192095999600.html?mod=googlenews_wsj) 

WASHINGTON—The Obama administration on Wednesday …Congress would permanently normalize relations with Russia. Rep. Dave Camp (R., Mich.), the chairman of the Ways & Means Committee said at Wednesday's hearing that he was looking to "the administration to build confidence and provide leadership on the economic and non-economic issues."

Obama pushing repeal – it’s a politically charged issue and his involvement is critical to keep trade and human rights issue separated – failure to push back against GOP compromise crush relations

Washington Post 3-27-12 (Cost could be high for US-Russia relations in winning repeal of decades-old trade restrictions. http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/policy/cost-could-be-high-for-us-russia-relations-in-winning-repeal-of-decades-old-trade-restrictions/2012/03/27/gIQAWo7bdS_story.html)

…His likely Republican opponent, Mitt Romney, has attacked Obama for signing a major nuclear arms treaty with Russia.

UQ

And, our evidence is conclusive about the final vote 

Herszenhorn 2-2412 (David. Staff Writer. NYT. U.S.-Russian Trade Ties Face Some Political Snags. http://goo.gl/CNlbI) 

In trying to overcome the political obstacles, … though this is an election year, the logic is unassailable,” he said. “This makes good sense for America. It will help create more American jobs.” 

Hearings have started and it will pass

Dow Jones Newswires 3-15-12 (http://www.foxbusiness.com/news/2012/03/15/obamas-push-on-trade-with-russia-raises-senate-concerns/)

Senate Finance Chairman Max Baucus (... The chairman of business association AmCham Russia said during the hearing that while he understands that difficulties with Russia outside the trade arena complicate the situation, the vote shouldn't be viewed as a "gift" to Russia.

Winners win

False – Winners win doesn’t apply to Obama  – it must be a large, domestic, and economic victory. 

Kuttner 5-16-11 (Robert co-founder and co-editor of The American Prospect, as well as a distinguished senior fellow of the think tank Demos. “Barack Obama’s Theory of Power”. The American Prospect. May 16, 2011. http://prospect.org/cs/articles?article=barack_obamas_theory_of_power)

Obama won more legislative trophies … bankers. (See this month’s special report on page A1.) 

Obama legislative success drain capital – victories cement opposition 

Purdum 10 – Award winning journalist who spent 23 years with the NY Times  (12/20/10, Todd S., Vanity Affair, “Obama Is Suffering Because of His Achievements, Not Despite Them,” http://www.vanityfair.com/online/daily/2010/12/obama-is-suffering-because-of-his-achievements-not-despite-them.html) 

With this weekend’s decisive Senate repeal of the military’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy for gay service members, can anyone seriously doubt Barack Obama’s patient willingness to play the long game… the pugilistic impulse. To him, the merit of all these programs has been self-evident, and he has been the first to acknowledge that he has not always done all he could to explain them, sensibly and simply, to the American public. 

Politics is zero sum – 

Purdum 10 – Award winning journalist who spent 23 years with the NY Times  (12/20/10, Todd S., Vanity Affair, “Obama Is Suffering Because of His Achievements, Not Despite Them,” http://www.vanityfair.com/online/daily/2010/12/obama-is-suffering-because-of-his-achievements-not-despite-them.html) 

 Obama knows better than most … everything in politics, and Obama knows that, too. 

Health care and energy prove winners don’t win – capital is finite 

Lashof 7-28-10 (Dan. Director of the National Resource Defense Council's climate center, Ph.D. from the Energy and Resources Group at UC-Berkeley, 7-28-2010, NRDC Switchboard Blog, "Coulda, Shoulda, Woulda: Lessons from Senate Climate Fail," http://switchboard.nrdc.org/blogs/dlashof/coulda_shoulda_woulda_lessons.html Lesson )

Political capital is not necessarily a renewable resource. … to get a real bipartisan measure through the Senate do not look for it to serve as a model for much of anything during the coming year. It is difficult, if not impossible, to imagine a similar set of circumstances coming together again any time soon.  
