1nc—topicality
Democracy assistance is grant-aided transfer of support to pro-democracy initiatives.

Burnell ‘7 Prof. of Politics @ University of Warwick, England

Peter, “Does International Democracy Promotion Work?” Deutsches Institut für Entwicklungspolitik, ISBN 978-3-88985-354-7) http://www.die-gdi.de/CMS Homepage/openwebcms3.nsf/%28ynDK_ contentByKey%29/ADMR-7BRF46/$FILE/BurnellPromotionWork.pdf

All things considered, however, there … building political parties, and so on. 

1nc—politics

Obama investing political capital to repeal Jackson Vanik – it’s his top priority and it passes now but it’s a tough fight because of the bundling issue 

Verona 3-29-12 (Ed. president & CEO of the U.S.-Russia Business Council. National Interest. http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/the-true-cost-jackson-vanik-6702?page=1)

In January, the Obama administration … for Russia, but for America.
The plan will be a huge fight for Obama – Congress has shut the door on funding for Arab Spring – even reprogrammed funding is facing stiff resistance

Richter 4-12-11 (Correspondent, LA Times. Debt worries stymieing U.S. financial aid to help Arab nations in transition  http://articles.latimes.com/2011/apr/12/world/la-fg-mideast-aid-20110413
Reporting from Washington — The Obama … blocked at almost every turn.
Ending Jackson-Vanik key to re-set—it has a massive symbolic effect and is the litmus test for relations

Lewis 8 (Congressional Quarterly Weekly, http://www.ncsj.org/AuxPages/081009CQ_Jackson-Vanik.shtml,  “Russia Longs to Graduate At the Top of Trade Class”)

President Obama has repeatedly stressed … the U.S.-Russia relationship,” he said.

And, Relations key to check miscalc and nuclear war 

Gottemoeller 8 (Rose Gottemoeller was appointed Director of carnegie  moscow center in January  2006. “Russia-US Security Relations after Georgia” available at http://www.carnegieendowment.org/files/russia_us_security_relations_after_georgia.pdf) 
 No holds barred, no … , it could  now be a lifeline. .
1nc—china disad

Hu and Wen are stabilizing the leadership transition and controlling the Politburo Standing Committee, but support from Party elders and the security apparatus are key.

Ansfield and Johnson – March 29 (“JONATHAN ANSFIELD and IAN JOHNSON, New York Times, “China’s Hierarchy Strives to Regain Unity After Chongqing Leader’s Ouster”, http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/30/world/asia/chinas-leaders-seek-unity-after-ouster-of-bo-xilai.html?pagewanted=1&_r=1)
BEIJING — China’s top leaders are … post and to avoid prison. 

Democracy assistance causes domestic opposition – undermines Hu and reform

Chen 10

(Titus C. Chen, Institute of International Relations, National Chengchi University “CHINA’S REACTION TO THE COLOR REVOLUTIONS: ADAPTIVE AUTHORITARIANISM IN FULL SWING”, ASIAN PERSPECTIVE, Vol. 34, No. 2, 2010, http://www.asianperspective.org/articles/v34n2-a.pdf)

Facing a volatile state-society relationship, … manner, to the Color Revolutions. 
Failure of reform causes multiple nuclear wars

Yee and Storey 2002

(Herbert Yee, Professor of Politics and International Relations at the Hong Kong Baptist University, and Ian Storey, Lecturer in Defence Studies at Deakin University, 2002 (The China Threat: Perceptions, Myths and Reality, RoutledgeCurzon, pg 5)

The fourth factor contributing to … its neighbours and the world.

1nc—pressure cp
United States federal government should:

- only continue to sell military equipment to Bahrain if Bahrain makes measurable progress towards democratic constitutional monarchy 

- publicly state that its relationship with the Bahrain government is dependent on it respecting human rights

- publicly condemn abuses by the Bahrain government and call for accountability

- closely monitor developments up to and during February anniversary

Solves the Case

Hiltermann, 9/7/11, Joost R. Hiltermann is Deputy Program Director for Middle East and North Africa at the International Crisis Group, http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/iran-gulf/bahrain/hiltermann-pushing-for-reform-in-bahrain.aspx
How Washington should now proceed … opposition to show the way.  
1nc—bahrain cp
Counterplan text—
The post-Bahraini Independent Commission on Inquiry implementation commission should hold senior figures in the Bahraini police, armed forces, and power ministries whose loyalties lie foremost with the prime minister accountable for the post-February human rights violations and crackdown on protestors and recommend civilian trials for those indicted. 

The Government of Bahrain should, in consultation with the Bahrain Shi’a community implement the recommendations of the post-BICI implementation Commission as per our International Crisis Group evidence.
The government of Bahrain should agree to indefinitely renew its basing contract with the United States.\
Preponderance of action to prevent instability and violence comes on the shoulders of the Government of Bahrain to make meaningful steps toward constitutional monarchy – confidence building measures from the Government are key to overcome political deadlock with opposition.

International Crisis Group, independent, non-profit, non-governmental organisation “popular protest in north africa and the middle east (viii): Bahrain’s rocky road to reform”, July 28, 2011
There have been no winners … along the lines described above.

1nc—jordan disad
No major push for constitional reform now – but it could happen

Randa Habib, AFP “Jordan nixes constitutional monarchy calls”, March 4, 2011
The demonstration, which the Islamists … the survival of the kingdom."
Bahrain constitutional monarchies has domino effect – puts Jordan is at high risk of regime change

Soumaya Ghannoushi, researcher at the School of Oriental and African Studies, specialising in north Africa, “Cairo haunts Riyadh again”, The Hindu, June 9, 2011
Saudi Arabia is sparing no … no talk of constitutional monarchies. 

Democracy in Jordan undermines fight against Al-Qaeda and causes war with Israel

Dr. W. Andrew Terrill, Strategic Studies Institute Middle East Expert, “The Arab Spring and the Future of U.S. Interests and Cooperative Security in the Arab World” SSI, August 2, 2011
At this point, Jordan is … instability, and confrontation with Israel.
Al-Qaeda will attack with WMD by 2013

Kanani 11 (Rahim, founder and editor-in-chief of World Affairs Commentary, Citing Rolf Mowatt-Larssen, Senior Fellow, Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, former Director of the Office of Intelligence and Counterintelligence, U.S. Department of Energy, former Chief of the Weapons of Mass Destruction Department, Counter-terrorist Center, Central Intelligence Agency, recipient of the CIA Director’s Award, graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, June 29th, “New al-Qaeda Chief Zawahiri Has Strong Nuclear Intent”, Forbes, http://blogs.forbes.com/rahimkanani/2011/06/29/new-al-qaeda-chief-zawahiri-has-strong-nuclear-intent/)

We should be especially worried … they put their minds to it.”
Extinction

Hellman 8 (Martin E, emeritus prof of engineering @ Stanford, “Risk Analysis of Nuclear Deterrence” SPRING, THE BENT OF TAU BETA PI, http://www.nuclearrisk.org/paper.pdf)
The threat of nuclear terrorism … is a necessity—not an option. 

1nc—kuwait disad
Constitutional monarchy spills over to Kuwait

Ottaway, director – Middle East Program @ Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 4/4/’11
(Marina, “Bahrain: Between the United States and Saudi Arabia,” http://carnegieendowment.org/2011/04/04/bahrain-between-united-states-and-saudi-arabia/6ck6)

The call for a republic was … policy is at least clear.

Kuwait is calm now – further pressure collapses US-Kuwait relations and emboldens Iran 

Jay 12-13, Writer for Max Security … of expanding its regional influence.

Kuwait alliance key to contain Iraqi instability

Terrill, PhD, Mid East expert – Strategic Studies Institute, ‘7
(W. Andrew, “KUWAITI NATIONAL SECURITY AND THE U.S.-KUWAITI STRATEGIC RELATIONSHIP AFTER SADDAM,” September)

4. Both the United States … political problems and humanitarian challenges.

Failure to manage Iraq causes nuclear war

Garner, professor of international affairs – American University of Paris, ‘7
(Hall, Averting Global War, p. 210-217)
Or, by contrast, should the … to attack large naval vessels.
1nc—solvency
Saudi blocks reforms

Aymenn Jawad Al-Tamimi, at Oxford University and an intern at the Middle East Forum.

“Assessing Bahrain,” American Spectator, 10/19/2011

Yet more at fault here … acting on its own interests.

Sunni Awakening prevents reforms

Justin Gengler, Ph.D. in Political Science at the University of Michigan. Thesis, based on the results of the first-ever mass political survey of Bahraini citizens “Bahrain's Sunni Awakening”, 1/17/2012. http://www.merip.org/mero/mero011712

In alienating ordinary Sunnis from … state had failed to act.
1nc—secretarianism adv
It will be stuck in a holding pattern of low-level protest---most likely scenario

Gengler, PhD political science – University of Michigan, 12/8/’11

(Justin, “Gulf apart - Bahrain faces political and sectarian divide,” Jane’s Intelligence Review)

Scenario two: Continued political stagnation … force the government to negotiate.

Crackdown - Protests can’t gain traction

Stratfor, “Protests in Bahrain Turn Violent”, 1/27/2012

These escalations appear to be … to pre-empt possible clashes.

The plan doesn’t spill over

CSIS, Center for Strategic and … International Studies Forum on Islam, ‘7
(http://csis.org/files/media/csis/events/070122_cong_islam_nakash.pdf)

 “Each Shi’a community is … themselves in a Sunni dominated world.

Shiite militant groups will stoke tensions no matter what yes
Rehman, 11/4

(Columnist-Central Asia Online, http://centralasiaonline.com/en_GB/articles/caii/features/pakistan/main/2011/11/04/feature-02)

KARACHI – The investigations of a Saudi … between Saudi Arabia and Pakistan.

Bahrain sectarianism low yes
Jean-Francios Seznec, 25 years of experience in international banking and finance, ten years of which were spent in the Middle East. He is Visiting Associate Professor at Georgetown University,Ph.D. from Yale University, MEI, “Is Creconiliation in Bahrain Possible? – Analysis”, March 22, 2012
The total number of Bahraini … the upheavals in the Kingdom.
Shiites won’t accept assistance from Iran

Kaye, 11

(Senior Political Scientist-RAND, Foreign Affairs, Jul-August, Lexis)
Iran is also likely to … interference in the uprisings.

Moves towards constitutional reform spark uprisings in the Eastern province and rapid price spikes yes
Youssef, 12/13

(Columnist-McClathcy Newspaper, “Saudi influence could be key to outcome in Bahrain”, http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2011/02/23/v-print/109290/saudi-influence-could-be-key-to.html
MANAMA, Bahrain — Even as mainly … They want a slow process."

1nc—fleet adv
US wont withdraw now – anyone who knows anything about it denies such allegations
Habib Toumi, Bureau chief, Gulf News, “US Navy dismisses reports it is moving out of Bahrain”, July 22, 2011
Manama: The US Navy has … ship, according to the Navy.

US won’t get kicked out

Bryan, 11

(Politico Columnist, 4/11, http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0411/52885.html)
These concerns, however, should not … rubber bullets against the protesters. 

5th Fleet isn’t key to solve any impacts – historically true and other options can fill in

Jones 11 (Toby C. - assistant professor of history at Rutgers University, Author of Desert Kingdom: How Oil and Water Forged Modern Saudi Arabia and an editor at Middle East Report, 6/10, The Atlantic “Time to Disband the Bahrain-Based U.S. Fifth Fleet,” http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2011/06/time-to-disband-the-bahrain-basedusfifth-fleet/240243/
It's time for the Fifth … a good place to start.
Data disproves hegemony impacts

Fettweis, 11

Christopher J. Fettweis, Department of Political Science, Tulane University, 9/26/11, Free Riding or Restraint? Examining European Grand Strategy, Comparative Strategy, 30:316–332, EBSCO

It is perhaps worth noting … their view on faith alone.

Iran won’t and can’t close the Strait

Singh, 1/3
Michael Singh is managing director of The Washington Institute, 1/3/12, The Real Iranian Threat in the Gulf , www.washingtoninstitute.org/templateC06.php?CID=1789

Iran's bellicose rhetoric and Gulf … setback for the Iranian regime.

Israel wont strike – Iran nuclear weapons setbacks

UPI, 'Iran has problems with nuclear program', 10/25, 2011 

BEIRUT, Lebanon, Oct. 25 (UPI) -- There … prevent it acquiring nuclear weapons.

Israel won’t strike – Iran setbacks

Global Security Network, IAEA Pressed to Publish Less Iran Nuclear Data, Diplomats Say, 10/26, 2011

Separately, recent analyses pointing to … , Oct. 25).

2nc—secretarian adv

Conclusive ev first—their recent cards all say that situation is unstable, not that there will be escalation 

NPR, Neal Conan, host – Talk of the Nation, and Kelly McEvers, correspondent, 1/10/’12

(“One Year Later, Arab Spring Still Reverberating,” http://www.wbur.org/npr/144974114/one-year-later-arab-spring-still-reverberating)

**note: I put “in Bahrain” in the [brackets] where the transcript said McEvers was “unintelligible” – the recording (available at the URL) is relatively clear, and the context seems to overwhelmingly be about Bahrain

CONAN: And I wanted to ask you, …very important to Saudi Arabia.

Even if crackdowns incite opposition, it’ll stay small-scale 

Gengler, PhD political science – University of Michigan, 12/8/’11

(Justin, “Gulf apart - Bahrain faces political and sectarian divide,” Jane’s Intelligence Review)

Despite warnings of a Shia …Harbour and other strategic locations.

No escalation 

Kelly McEvers, NPR author, made several trips to Bahrain this past year “Bahrain: The Revolution That Wasn't”, 1/5, 2012 

After The Revolt, An Investigation … Just like nothing ever happened.

Crackdown has solved

Kelly McEvers, NPR author, made several trips to Bahrain this past year “Bahrain: The Revolution That Wasn't”, 1/5, 2012 

And so Bahrain became the … groups condemned the government actions.

2nc—china disad

This would derail reform efforts and give the Princelings control of the Politburo Standing Committee

Lam – March 12

(Dr. Willy Wo-Lap Lam is a Senior Fellow at The Jamestown Foundation and Professor of China studies at Akita International University, Japan, and at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, 

 “Hu Jintao Draws Blood with the Wang Lijun Scandal”, Jamestown China Brief, March 2, 2012, http://www.jamestown.org/programs/chinabrief/single/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=39092&tx_ttnews%5BbackPid%5D=25&cHash=4c9b60e4f8bf8dd6bc9f171a1e2a5e8c)

Bad blood between the Hu-led … Chairmanship,” China Brief, February 21). 
We control the UQ and Link - US attempts to unilaterally interfere in China’s perceived interests will fuel Chinese nationalism and lead to a catastrophic war 

Bandow 2007

(Doug, “China: Fragile Superpower, Readings in the Age of Empire”, Foreign Follies, September 7, ,http://www.antiwar.com/bandow/?articleid=11565)

Which naturally leads to … vital interests are not involved. 

Small conflicts with China could escalate into a nuclear conflict – err on the side of caution 

Fisher 11 (Max, Associate Editor at the Atlantic, Editor of the International Channel, “5 Most Likely Ways the US and China Could Spark Accidental Nuclear War”) 

There's a near-infinite number … what makes them so dangerous.
Nuclear conflict with China is an EXISTENTIAL risk – causes nuclear winter

Wittner 11 (11/30/11 Dr. Lawrence, Prof of History Emeritus at SUNY Albany, “Is a Nuclear War with China Possible?”) 

But what would that "victory" …facilities over the next decade. 
We access every impact – the outcome of China’s power struggle determines its entire foreign policy

Shambaugh 2011 (David, The Washington Quarterly, “Coping with a Conflicted China”, Winter, https://csis.org/files/publication/twq11wintershambaugh.pdf)
What the world is witnessing … United States and other nations.
Err negative – China’s policy isn’t fixed – our whole argument is that China can contribute or detract from international stability 

Shambaugh 2011 (David, The Washington Quarterly, “Coping with a Conflicted China”, Winter, https://csis.org/files/publication/twq11wintershambaugh.pdf)
Collectively, these schools of … self-interested ‘‘China first’’ orientation.
Hu needs to be able to placate the security apparatus and nationalists – plan destroys his capacity to make concessions
Ansfield and Johnson – March 29

(“JONATHAN ANSFIELD and IAN JOHNSON, New York Times, “China’s Hierarchy Strives to Regain Unity After Chongqing Leader’s Ouster”, http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/30/world/asia/chinas-leaders-seek-unity-after-ouster-of-bo-xilai.html?pagewanted=1&_r=1)

Mr. Bo’s continuing influence helps … closer to Mr. Zhou’s camp. 

The plan will be perceived as an attempt to mobilize internal dissent to destabilize and weaken China 
Chen 10
(Titus C. Chen, Institute of International Relations, National Chengchi University “CHINA’S REACTION TO THE COLOR REVOLUTIONS: ADAPTIVE AUTHORITARIANISM IN FULL SWING”, ASIAN PERSPECTIVE, Vol. 34, No. 2, 2010, http://www.asianperspective.org/articles/v34n2-a.pdf)

Lastly, an overwhelming majority of … for a perpetual American hegemony.52 

Regime collapse causes nuclear lash-out 

Rexing ’05
(San – Epoch Times International – August 3rd -- http://www.theepochtimes.com/news/5-8-3/30931.html)

Since the Party’s life is … and gamble with their lives.
Hu has begun his push against the Princelings – and he’s winning

Lam – March 12
(Dr. Willy Wo-Lap Lam is a Senior Fellow at The Jamestown Foundation and Professor of China studies at Akita International University, Japan, and at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, 

 “Hu Jintao Draws Blood with the Wang Lijun Scandal”, Jamestown China Brief, March 2, 2012, http://www.jamestown.org/programs/chinabrief/single/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=39092&tx_ttnews%5BbackPid%5D=25&cHash=4c9b60e4f8bf8dd6bc9f171a1e2a5e8c)

After apparently engineering the … beyond the 18th CCP Congress? 

1nr—jordan disad

Destabilizes Saudi, ends Israel peace treaty and emboldens hamas

Dr. W. Andrew Terrill, Strategic Studies Institute Middle East Expert, “The Arab Spring and the Future of U.S. Interests and Cooperative Security in the Arab World” SSI, August 2, 2011
Jordan has frequently been … because of the foreign backlash.
Emboldened Hamas cause Egypt-Israel war

Stratfor, “Special Report: Hamas in Transition,” 2/13/2012
Jordan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Qatar … past brushes with Palestinian militancy.
Nuclear war 

Zitun 9/5/11
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4118220,00.html
staff writer, quoting Senior IDF officer

IDF general: Likelihood of regional … for publication by censorship officials.  

- Jordan regime change kills US leadership 

Micah Levinson, “What Makes Jordan and Bahrain Different”, American Spectator, 3/7/2011
With regimes collapsing throughout … important strategic partner for America.

- Jordan key to US regional hegemony

Peter Hagan, writer and consultant for European Magazine with a focus on the Middle East, “Two-Way Politics”, The European, 8/12/2011
The earthquake of the Arab Spring … grant the wishes of America.

- Geography highlights their significance 

Jeremey Sharp, Specialist in Middle East Affairs, “Jordan: Background and U.S. relations”, Congressional Research Service, November 21, 2011
Although the United States and Jordan …itself from Saddam Hussein’s Iraq.

Turns iran 

Dr. W. Andrew Terrill, Strategic Studies Institute Middle East Expert, “The West and the Durability and Problems of Monarchies in the Arab Spring, December 14, 2011
The much poorer Jordanian kingdom … the February 20 opposition movement.
Terrorism 

POMED, “Country Backgrounder Series: Jordan” 2007
Jordan has since become one … ties between the two countries.

- Solve terrorism 

Alfred Prados, Foeriegn Affairs, Defense, and Trade Division, “Jordan: US relations and Bilateral Issues,” CRS Issue Brief for Congress, March 14, 2006
Jordan has taken various steps … several terrorist acts in Jordan.

Mild protests but not overthrow

ICG, International Crisis Group, “Popular Protest in North Africa and the Middle East (IX): Dallying with Reform in a Divided Jordan,” 3/12, 2012

Echoing events throughout the region… reform, not overthrow, the regime.
No real reforms because protests have remained small 

ICG, International Crisis Group, “Popular Protest in North Africa and the Middle East (IX): Dallying with Reform in a Divided Jordan,” 3/12, 2012

Although it exhibits some signs … represents a first step forward. 

Calm now – but not over 

Sarah Lynch, “In once-quiet Jordan, air of unrest looms” Special for USA Today, 2/27/2012

Jordan has remained relatively calm … get more difficult in Jordan."
A. Bahrain Sets a Precedent for other GCC monarchies 

Pierre Razoux, senior research adviser at the NATO Defense College, “The New Club of Arab Monarchies”, New York Times, June 1, 2011
The proposal to enlarge the …the popular uprising in Bahrain. 

- Jordan will follow their response 

Nicholas Seeley, Correspondent, “Violent preotest in Syria, Bahrain, Yemen – and now Jordan”, Christian Science Monitor, March 25, 2011
Jordan today became the latest …new norm in the region. 

 - Particularly political reforms

Roula Khalaf and Abeer Allam, reporting from London and Riyadh, “Club of monarchs to extend Gulf reach”, Financial Times”, May 11, 2011
The Gulf Co-operation Council could be …for others in the region. 

Bahrain is the frontline for political reform---issues there spill over 

Mousavi, PhD, president – Center for Scientific Research and Middle East Strategic Studies, 5/3/’11
(Sayed, “Tranquility Will Reign Iran-Arabs Relations,” http://www.iranreview.org/content/Documents/Tranquility_Will_Reign_Iran_Arabs_Relations.htm)

The leaders of countries similar …would have been totally different.

Jordan protesters will adopt demands of Bahrain

Nadine Mansour, IJ Central, “Are Arab Monarchies more Resistant to Change?”, 1/12/2012
Revolutions have been sweeping the …discovered as the movements develop. 

Empowering Bahrain sectarian minority threatens constitutional monarchy in Jordan 

Shadi Hamid and Courtney Freer, director of research at the Brookings Doha Center and a fellow at the Saban Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution and a research assistant at the Brookings Doha Center, “How Stable is Jordan? King Abdullah’s Half-Hearted Reforms and the Challenge of the Arab Spring”, Brookings, November 2011
This has more to do … expense of the East Bankers.

1nr—kuwait disad

Link to Kuwait disad turns iran 

Energy Daily, 3/1/’11
(http://www.energy-daily.com/reports/Oman_riots_increase_fears_for_Saudi_Arabia_999.html)

Indeed, the turmoil in Bahrain, ... rival, may seek to exploit.
1nr—fleet adv

We would never withdraw it 

Guyer, assistant editor – The Middle East Channel, 5/26/’11
(Jonathan, middleeast.newamerica.net/publications/articles/2011/in_bahrain_a_gulf_between_us_interests_and_values_52035) 
Bahrain is one of those … partner", to heed unwanted advice.
5th Fleet isn’t moving

Samuel Hauss, Huffington Post, “Navy Staying in Bahrain, State Department Says”, 7/21/2011
WASHINGTON -- American officials are denying … the State Department official said.
Unrest won’t spillover to effect the base 

Vandiver, 11 (Columnist-Stars & Stripes, Independent News Agency for Military Community, 2/16, http://www.stripes.com/news/navy-bahrain-protests-not-affecting-u-s-base-1.135025
STUTTGART, Germany — It remains business … vicinity of the naval base.

