T - 1NC

A. Interpretation – Democracy Assistance must have the primary purpose of fostering democracy-- excludes indirect programs

Lappin 10 (Richard, Centre for Peace Research and Strategic Studies at the University of Leuven, visiting scholar at the Faculty of Political Sciences at the University of Belgrade, “What we talk about when we talk about Democracy Assistance: The Problem of Definition in Post-Conflict Approaches to Democratisation,” Central European Journal of International and Security Studies, Vol 4, Issue 1, 2010)

Such fastidiousness on the boundaries of what should 
AND 

post-conflict democracy assistance can be drawn. 

B. Violation – Political Party support is indirect

Amundsen 7 (Inge, PhD in comparative African studies at the University of Tromsø in 1997. He was Research Director at CMI from 2000-2003 and Director of the U4 Anti-Corruption Resource Centre from 2002-2006.  Chr. Michelsen Institute, Donor Support to Political Parties: Status and Principles, 2007, http://www.cmi.no/publications/file/2825-bukken-og-havresekken.pdf)
In this paper we will take a look 
AND 

considering the options for support to political parties.  

Cyber - 1NC

Cybersecurity legislation will pass – has bipartisan support, necessary compromises will be reached 

NPR 3/22/12 ("Cybersecurity Bill: Vital Need Or Just More Rules?," lexis)

Now that's just one CEO. But he 
AND 

them. They're the ones with the expertise. 

Assistance in Syria is unpopular
Landis 8-24-11 (Joshua – Director: Center for Middle East Studies and Associate Professor, University of Oklahoma, “Washington's battle over Syria,” http://globalpublicsquare.blogs.cnn.com/2011/08/24/washingtons-battle-over-syria/)
The realists argue that the U.S
AND 

. should not be trying to decide it.
Capital key to cybersecurity regulations 

Packel 11 (Eric, Atty @ Marshall, Dennehey, Warner, Coleman, and Goggin, Data Breach Legal Watch, "Will There Finally be a U.S. National Data Breach Law?," http://www.databreachlegalwatch.com/2011/05/will-there-finally-be-a-u-s-national-data-breach-law/)

While massive data breaches, such as the 
AND 

last.  We will be watching this closely. 

Weak cybersecurity ensures cyberwar – impact is extinction 

Adhikari and Clark 09 (Richard and Wesley, Staff @ TechNewsWorld + fmr Supreme Allied Commander @ NATO, “Civilization's High Stakes Cyber-Struggle: Q&A With Gen. Wesley Clark (ret.)”http://www.technewsworld.com/story/68787.html)

The conflicts in the Middle East and Afghanistan
AND 

economic vitality and, ultimately, global civilization. 
Assad DA - 1NC

Assad will survive – he has too many assets to be overthrown.

Byman, 2/2/2012 (Daniel – director of research at the Saban Center for Middle East Policy, Finish Him, Foreign Policy, p. http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2012/02/02/finish_him_assad_syria)

As world leaders huddle at the United Nations 
AND 

international military intervention is not on the table.
Strengthening the opposition causes an Assad collapse.

Seelye, 9/1/2011 (Kate – vice president of the Middle East Institute, Why can’t the Syrian opposition get along?, Foreign Policy, p. http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/09/01/why_cant_the_syrian_opposition_get_along)

The reasons for the Syrian opposition's inability to 
AND 

who reject armed struggle to achieve their aims.

The threat of Assad collapse causes Syrian/Israeli war. That escalates to CBW and nuclear conflict.

Ceren, 8/1/2011 (Omri - PhD candidate at the University of Southern California’s Annenberg School for Communication, Just how bad could a Syrian collapse get, Commentary, p. http://www.commentarymagazine.com/2011/08/01/syrian-collapse-israel/)

But the continued stability of the Syrian regime 
AND 

will not cause Israeli politicians to overreact less.

“Democratic” PIC - 1NC

Text: The United States federal government should offer political organization training to the Syrian National Council.

Only the CP solves --- the plan links to the Russia DA

Maclean, 3/7/2012 (William, For Putin, Dumping Ally Assad May Be Step Too Afar, Al Arabiya News, p. http://www.alarabiya.net/articles/2012/03/07/199079.html)

There is little doubt among close observers of 
AND 

seen as an indispensable participant in a solution.”

The CP results in the same material effect as the plan but avoids explicitly labeling the dialogue as democratic --- triggers backlash and political baggage

Carothers and de Gramont, November 2011 (Thomas – vice president for studies at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, and Diane – research assistant at democracy and rule of law program at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Aiding Governance in Developing Countries: Progress Amid Uncertainties, p. 23-24)

One further area of uncertainty, or perhaps 
AND 

and aiding democracy will tend to bolster governance.
Russia DA - 1NC
US-Russia cooperation will be sustained as long as the US respects Russia’s concerns on Syria.

Mankoff 12 (Jeffrey, adjunct fellow with the CSIS Russia and Eurasia Program, visiting scholar at Columbia University, former Council on Foreign Relations International Affairs Fellow, The National Interest, 3/14, http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/what-putin-means-washington-6632)

Despite some nasty rhetoric directed at the United 
AND 

pursuing precisely the kind of cooperation Putin suggests.
Russia backlash to the plan --- its not a question of Assad or not but the type of initiative

Gutterman, 3/21/2012 (Steve, Russia Out to Maintain Clout, Improve Image on Syria, Reuters, p. http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/03/21/syria-russia-assad-idUSL6E8EL5WQ20120321)

One part public relations, one part cold 
AND 

decisively that ... Russia's position must be heeded."
That sparks a US/Russian nuclear war

Chamberlin 11 (Peter – Pacific Free Press, “A Systematic Smashing of Central Asia”, 12/31, lexis)
Students of human nature understand that, in 
AND 

rule us, before it is too late.
Civil War – 1NC
Middle East war doesn’t escalate

Maloney 7 (Suzanne, Senior Fellow – Saban Center for Middle East Policy, Steve Cook, Fellow – Council on Foreign Relations, and Ray Takeyh, Fellow – Council for Foreign Relations, “Why the Iraq War Won’t Engulf the Mideast”, International Herald Tribune, 6-28, http://www.brookings.edu/views/op-ed/maloney20070629.htm)

Long before the Bush administration began selling "
AND 

local conflicts from enveloping the entire Middle East.

-- No pandemic or extinction – history proves

Easterbrook 3 (Gregg, Senior Fellow – New Republic, “We’re All Gonna Die!”, Wired Magazine, July, http://www.wired.com/wired/archive/11.07/doomsday.html?pg=1&topic=&topic_set=)
3. Germ warfare!Like chemical agents
AND 

it seems unlikely to happen in the future.
-- Dispersal problems block

Scherer 3 (John L., Editor of “Terrorism: An Annual Survey”, “Is Terrorism’s Threat Overblown?”, National Affairs, January, http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m1272/is_2692_131/ai_96268286) 
Chemical, biological, and nuclear (CBN
AND 

from this compound would have proved extremely difficult. 

-- Shocks are temporary – no economic impact

Layne 6 (Christopher, Associate Professor of International Affairs – Texas A&M University, The Peace of Illusions: American Grand Strategy from 1940 to the Present, p. 178-179)

Domestic instability in a major oil-producing 
AND 

prices would return to their natural marketplace level.
-- Global spare capacity is huge – zero risk of serious shortages
Gholz and Press 8 (Eugene, Professor of Public Affairs – University of Texas at Austin, and Daryl G., Professor of Government – Dartmouth College, “All the Oil We Need”, The New York Times, 8-21, Lexis)


WHILE oil prices have declined somewhat of 
AND 

could replace every lost barrel for eight months.

-- Economic decline doesn’t cause war

Miller 00 (Morris, Economist, Adjunct Professor in the Faculty of Administration – University of Ottawa, Former Executive Director and Senior Economist – World Bank, “Poverty as a Cause of Wars?”, Interdisciplinary Science Reviews, Winter, p. 273)

The question may be reformulated. Do wars 
AND 

using one form of violence to abort another).
Credibility – 1NC
Single instances of action do not improve United States cred

Fettweis, 8 (Christopher – professor of political science at Tulane, Credibility and the War on Terror, Political Science Quarterly, Winter)

Since Vietnam, scholars have been generally unable 
AND 

it was, it almost inevitably failed.40

Major alt causes to solving credibility – 

A. Bahrain
Cunningham, 11 (Finian, “Bahrain: Is Washington Preparing For ‘Regime Change’ in PR Disaster Kingdom?”, 9-18,

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/HL1109/S00176/bahrain-is-washington-preparing-for-regime-change.htm)

The persistence of pro-democracy protests in 
AND 

clunking big spanner in US foreign policy wheels.

B. Guantanamo Bay
Katulis, 9 (Brian, Senior Fellow at the Center for American Progress, “Democracy Promotion in the Middle East and the Obama Administration”, A Century Foundation Report, http://tcf.org/publications/pdfs/pb681/Katulis.pdf)

Actions speak louder than words. In addition 
AND 

efforts to advance democracy in the Middle  East.

No impact to credibility – allies won’t abandon us and adversaries can’t exploit it

Walt, 11 (Stephen, Professor of International Relations – Harvard University, “Does the U.S. still need to reassure its allies?” Foreign Policy, 12-5, http://walt.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/12/05/us_credibility_is_not_our_problem)

A perennial preoccupation of U.S. 
AND 

most cases little incentive to actually do it. 
No spill over -- credibility is each area is independent
MacDonald and Parent, 11 (Paul K., Assistant Professor of Political Science – Williams College, and Joseph M., Assistant Professor of Political Science – University of Miami, Spring 2011, “Graceful Decline?: The Surprising Success of Great Power Retrenchment,” International Security, 35(4), p. 7-44)
Second, pessimists overstate the extent to which 
AND 

strong commitment to an area of greater significance.
Heg doesn’t prevent conflict

Crawford 3 (Timothy W., Professor of Political Science – Boston College, Pivotal Deterrence: Third-Party Statecraft and the Pursuit of Peace, p. 209-210)

Forward Engagement, Global Leadership, and U.S. Pivotal Deterrence

As the preponderant power in a globalized and 
AND 

many deadly conflicts as it knits back together.

“Democractic” PIC – 2NC

AT: Perm – Do Both

Rhetorically endorsing “democratic” dialogue taints the perm

Carothers 2007 (Thomas – vice president for studies at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Democracy Promotion During and After Bush, p. 14)

Furthermore, the hope of advancing a regional 
AND 

taints the very concept in many Arabs’ minds.
Links to Russia – they’ll will backlash to any predetermined outcome like democratic transition

Anishchuk, 2/8/2012 (Alexei, Results of Syria talks must not be predetermined: Russia, Reuters, p. http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/02/08/us-syria-russia-idUSTRE8171X720120208)

The outcome of any talks on Syria must 
AND 

plan that called for him to cede power.

AT: Perm – Do the CP

-- Language is functional
UH 4 (University of Hertfordshire School of Combined Studies, “Describing and Analysing Language”, http://www.uefap.com/courses/baecc/sfl/intro.htm)
The approach taken for this description and
, organisation and development in connected oral discourse and written texts.
Solvency 2NC

The CP results in the same substance as the plan but avoids politically linking dialogue to democracy --- causes backlash and lack of cooperation
Carothers and de Gramont, November 2011 (Thomas – vice president for studies at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, and Diane – research assistant at democracy and rule of law program at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Aiding Governance in Developing Countries: Progress Amid Uncertainties, p. 24-25)

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 
AND 

from areas of common understanding and potential cooperation.
That undermines aff solvency --- a united opposition is crucial

Blanford, 3/26/2012 (Nicholas, Syria’s Opposition Faces ‘Divided We Fall’ Moment, The Christian Science Monitor, p. http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2012/0326/Syria-s-opposition-faces-divided-we-fall-moment)

Syria’s opposition meets today after being shaken by 
AND 

internal balance of power away from the regime.

Prescribing a democratic transition causes transition wars

Li, 2/28/2012 (Weijian, director of the Institute for Foreign Policy Studies of the Shanghai Institutes for International Studies, Syrian opposition split over referendum result, Shanghai Institute for International Studies, p. http://www.siis.org.cn/en/zhuanti_view_en.aspx?id=10130)

Li: The vote is not a comprehensive 
AND 

will bring any real changes to the country.

Case – 1NR

Single Action Doesn’t Solve – 2NC

And a new study proves – aid doesn’t sustainably boost US image in nations where distrust is already high

Wike, 3/6 (Richard, Associate Director, Pew Global Attitudes Project, “Does Humanitarian Aid Improve America’s Image?”, Pew Research Center, http://www.pewglobal.org/2012/03/06/does-humanitarian-aid-improve-americas-image/)

Why no image bump in Pakistan? Distrust 
AND 

through humanitarian aid may prove considerably more difficult.

Alt Caus – 2NC

There are multiple alternate causalities their internal links can’t overcome - 

First, Bahrain stands out as glaring double standard – that’s Cunningham – it nails the lie in Washington’s pro-democracy rhetoric. It proves the US will only support democracy in areas that best suit it interests. Even if they boost credibility with ________, they lose credibility in the broader region.

Fifth fleet presence independently inflames regional anti-Americanism

Pollack, 11 (Kenneth M., Director of the Saban Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution, “The Arab Militaries: The Double-Edged Swords”, Brookings Institution Book, http://www.scribd.com/doc/81817898/3/Notes)
Although the U.S. Fifth Fleet 
AND 

demonstrated that what its publics think really matters.

Giving back Egyptian military aid destroys any hope of the US being seen as pro-democracy

Hicks, 3/15 (Neil, International Policy Advisor at Human Rights First, “Don’t Return to Business As Usual in Egypt: Link Foreign Aid to Democratic Progress in Egypt”, Human Rights First, http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/2012/03/15/dot-return-to-business-as-usual-in-egypt-link-foreign-aid-to-democratic-progress-in-egypt/#comment-116960) 

The Obama administration is facing one of the 
AND 

East and North Africa and around the world.
Cred Not Key – 2NC

Credibility isn’t key maintain allies or accomplishing goals – decades of studies are on our side

Fettweis, 10 (Christopher J., Professor of Political Science at Tulane, “Threat and Anxiety in US Foreign Policy”, Survival, Vol. 52 no. 2, April–May 2010, p. 59–82, Ebsco)

The credibility imperative is a clear example, 
AND 

how small the issue or large the odds.

Nuclear Terrorism – 2NC

-- No nuclear terrorism – acquisition impossible – prefer recent evidence

Krepon 9 (Michael, Co-Founder – Henry L. Stimson Center and Diplomat Scholar – University of Virginia, “The Mushroom Cloud That Wasn’t”, Foreign Affairs, May / June, Lexis)

At the height of the Cold War, 
AND 

case scenarios from occurring -- than ever before.
Risk of nuclear terror extremely low – causal chain of events that have to happen is too large
Chapman, 8 (Steven, columnist and editorial writer for the Chicago Tribune, “Who’s Still Afraid of Osama?”, Feb 8, http://reason.com/news/show/124874.html)

Ever since Sept. 11, 2001, 

AND 

worst eventuality is one that will never happen.

Iran – Aggression – 2NC

-- Iran won’t be aggressive – too many checks in the system

Boroujerdi 7 (Mehrzad, Associate Professor of Political Science and Director of the Middle Eastern Studies Program, “Iranian Nuclear Miasma”, Syracuse Law Review, 57 Syracuse L. Rev. 619, Lexis)

The potential for groupthink miscalculations is also thwarted 
AND 

a boldly offensive or miscalculated action less realistic.
-- Iran has no interest in expansion

Smeland 4 (Sean P., Visiting Fellow – Geneva Centre for Security Policy, “Countering Iranian Nukes: A European Strategy, Nonproliferation Review, Spring, 

http://www.gcsp.ch/e/publications/Security_Challenges/WMD/Academic_Papers/Smeland.pdf)
If the Western allies are to succeed in 
AND 

possibly through its presence in Iraq or Afghanistan).

 Politics DA – 1NR

A2 Private Sector Solves Cybersecurity Now

Private industry isn’t doing enough to ensure cybersecurity now 

Osipovich 3/28/12 (Alexander, Analyst @ Risk.net, "Assessing cybersecurity of the US power grid," http://www.risk.net/energy-risk/feature/2164202/assessing-cybersecurity-power-grid)

Outside experts, however, fear that smaller 
AND 

through a single interconnection is automatically considered critical. 
Huge risk of cyber attacks now 

Osipovich 3/28/12 (Alexander, Analyst @ Risk.net, "Assessing cybersecurity of the US power grid," http://www.risk.net/energy-risk/feature/2164202/assessing-cybersecurity-power-grid)

Cybersecurity has jumped to the top of government 
AND 

a major investor-owned utility based in Ohio

Cyberattacks Outweigh Nuke War

Outweighs a nuclear holocaust – several independent scenarios

McCleskey 11 (3/29/2011, Clayton M., “More questions than answers on cyber security,” http://dallasmorningviewsblog.dallasnews.com/archives/2011/03/worried-that-yo.html)

I knew the threat from cyber warfare was 
AND 

general warned, "The game is on." 

Impacts – Hegemony

Cyberattacks crush heg

Schmitt 99(Michael, Prof Int’l Law, European Center Security Studies, Visiting scholar @ yale law, retired air force judge advocate, columbia journal transnational law)

*Note – CNA = Computer Network Attacks

Facing these realities, a lesser-advantaged 
AND 

, currently operates an information operations center.38

Impacts – Cyberterror/Accidental Nuke War

Cyber-terrorism causes accidental nuclear war

Cimbala 99 (Stephen, Professor of Political Science – Pennsylvania State University Delaware County Campus, Summer, Armed Forces & Society: An Interdisciplinary Journal)

The nuclear shadow over the information age remains 
AND 

between infowarriors and deterrers could have unfortunate byproducts.

Russia DA – 1NR

Impact – 2NC

Disad outweighs and turns the case –

Magnitude – US/Russian nuclear war involves the two biggest nuclear powers – that escalates and will involve all other great powers. It’s categorically different from all other impacts – it’s the only existential risk
Bostrum, March 2002 (Nick – prof of philosophy at Oxford University and recipient of the Gannon Award, Existential Risks, Journal of Evolution and Technology, p. p. http://www.nickbostrom.com/existential/risks.html)
A much greater existential risk emerged with the 
AND 

that we will encounter in the 21st century.
Turns case – 

Russia backlashes against western intervention – kills solvency

Kurlantzick 11 (Joshua – New Republic, “Democracy in retreat; The romantic notion that freedom will always prevail has been proven wrong: The world is becoming more authoritarian every year”, 6/6, lexis)
Even as domestic politics in many developing nations 
AND 

leaders to help them forestall new colour revolutions. 
Impact – Influence – Mid-East Instability

Russia key to Mideast stability and the aff can’t solve - they only want Russian presence

Nemtsova 10 (Anna, is a Moscow-based correspondent for Newsweek magazine, Jun 04, “Russia aims to regain Middle East influence”, http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/russianow/culture/7803263/Russia-aims-to-regain-Middle-East-influence.html) 

"We really wish Medvedev could play a 
AND 

peace and stability" in the Middle East.
Ext – Russia Solves Case

Russia leadership will solve syria now- however US moves will only cause backlash not cooperation

Shaikh 11 (Salman Shaikh, Director of the Brookings Doha Center, Rethinking Russia's Role in Syria, 12/23, http://www.huffingtonpost.com/salman-shaikh/rethinking-russias-role-i_b_1154477.html)
Russia's surprise tabling of a draft UN Security 
AND 

compact on Syria that includes Russia seem improbable.
Link – Ext – Relations

Disagreements over Syria spills over to undermine overall relations 

Bogdanov 11 (Konstantin – RIA Novosti, “U.S. seeking to deprive Syria of Russian weapons”, 8/13, http://en.rian.ru/analysis/20110813/165750117.html)
Military cooperation with Syria was an issue for 
AND 

of the 2012 elections in the United States.
