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The status quo solves cooperation between the US and Russia over Syria
RT 3/26/12 [“Obama and Medvedev get behind Syrian peace mission,” Published: 26 March, 2012, 10:51, pg. http://rt.com/news/obama-medvedev-summit-nuclear-436/]

Russian President Dmitry Medvedev and his US counterpart Barack Obama have praised … made on Syrian opposition groups.

IPR reform will get Senators on board

Inside US Trade 3-23 [U.S.-RUSSIA IPR 'ACTION PLAN' LIKELY MEANT TO BUILD SUPPORT FOR WTO VOTE, Lexis]

The United States and Russia are developing an "action plan" …before Russia joins the WTO this summer."

AT: Mag

It’s sequencing – Trade is the focus now – that’s what Obama is focusing on.  Democracy & Human Rights focus will come later – if anything this proves the link
BUTLER  3 – 27 – 12  
Desmond, AP, “US trade upgrade may worsen relations with Russia”,  http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5haRDYl_wxvUHQ2SGzhfBvaXW9z7g?docId=633ce0bb28a14581846aed8821fbce94
 

Obama administration officials are trying to keep the rights and trade measures apart. They are concerned about retaliation and do not want to aggravate relations further. Tensions have been growing over issues like missile defense and the international response to uprisings in Libya and Syria. But the U.S. still hopes for a degree of cooperation with Russia on other matters, such as stopping Iran's nuclear program. "We want to deal with trade issues in one sphere and democracy issues and human rights in another sphere," said Michael McFaul, the U.S. ambassador to Russia. The administration first wants to deal with trade. It has powerful allies in the U.S. business community supporting the repeal of Jackson-Vanik, including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, which calls the repeal its top trade priority this year. Russia soon will get more opportunities for international trade when it joins the World Trade Organization. If the U.S. doesn't repeal Jackson-Vanik, American companies could be at a competitive disadvantage.
Obama spending capital to block Magnitsky

Washington Post 3-1 [U.S. must maintain way to press Putin regime on human rights, http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/us-must-maintain-pressure-on-russia-over-human-rights/2012/02/29/gIQAA0palR_story.html]

But a bipartisan coalition in Congress is concerned about removing this legacy of U.S. human rights advocacy without addressing the abuses of the Putin regime. Led in part by Sen. Benjamin L. Cardin (D-Md.), the group proposes to couple the Jackson-Vanik repeal with a measure that would require the administration to single out Russian officials responsible for gross human rights violations, ban them from traveling to the United States and freeze their assets. This measure could be as effective in its own way as Jackson-Vanik was on the Brezhnev-era Kremlin. Unlike their Soviet predecessors, senior Russian officials crave contact with the West; they vacation in Europe, send their children to U.S. colleges and, not infrequently, transfer their money through U.S. banks. A visa ban and asset freeze would be severe punishment for those involved in persecuting liberal politicians and journalists, or extorting money from U.S. companies. That’s why the Russian opposition strongly supports the measure. The Obama administration, on the other hand, is doing its best to kill it. In part it objects to Congress mandating foreign-policy actions. (In an attempt to defuse the issue, the State Department last year banned visas for a few dozen officials involved in one notorious human rights case, the death of lawyer Sergei Magnitsky, after whom the congressional legislation is named.) But the administration also worries excessively about provoking Mr. Putin. At a hearing Wednesday, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton told Mr. Cardin that she agreed “we should send a message about our continuing concern about human rights in Russia.” But the State Department proposes only a modest program of aid to Russian civil society groups.
