Japan Prolif

Nope -- nuclear program has only peaceful intentions, no weapons-grade plutonium, no delivery vehicles, no SLBM fleet for deterrence, deep public mistrust

Kamiya 9 (Matake, professor of international relations at the National Defense Academy of Japan,” Realistic Proactivism: Japanese Attitudes toward Global Zero,” September, Unblocking the Road to Zero: Brazil, Japan and Turkey, Stimson Center, http://www.isn.ethz.ch/isn/Digital-Library/Publications/Detail/?ots591=&lng=en&id=106533)
Being the only non-nuclear … arsenal of its own.
If they start to proliferate, US will check the impact.

Michael Green, 7/21/2008 Senior Advisor and Japan Chair at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington, DC and Associate Professor at Georgetown University. He served on the NSC staff from 2001 throught 200“Japan has little appetite for nukes, and that's good,” Lowy Interpreter, http://www.lowyinterpreter.org/post/2008/07/21/Japan-has-little-appetite-for-nukes-Good.aspx.

But a survey of the literature … armament by Japan.

A2: Aid Now

Massive cuts to USAID and State Department

Rogin 3/20 (Josh, “Ryan budget contains huge cuts for diplomacy and development” Foreign Policy < http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2012/03/20/ryan_budget_contains_huge_cuts_for_diplomacy_and_development>

The 99-page "Path to Prosperity" … Ryan were to have his way.

And the link to politics proves no increases in aid

VOA 3/21 “USAID Chief Defends Foreign Aid Budget for 2013” < http://blogs.voanews.com/breaking-news/2012/03/21/usaid-chief-defends-foreign-aid-budget-for-2013/>

The head of the U.S. Agency for International Development says … stiff opposition by lawmakers.
Current aid has all been reallocated from other parts of the budget- its not new spending

Yaros 3-3-2012 (http://www.tunisia-live.net/2012/03/03/hillary-clinton-and-senator-lindsey-graham-agree-on-increasing-transition-support-to-tunisia/, Bernard, writer and editor at Tunisia Live, BA in Political Economy from Williams College)

According to the … the State Department budget.

Won’t pass Congress and it’s not all unconditional aid

AFP 3-29 [Shaun Tandon, US to provide $100 million to Tunisia http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5hEu6OAJ6GKNrPCUlfHQ2AreDbt1w?docId=CNG.986cfcc24d5cff1f983c8f37ea3af555.61]

WASHINGTON — The United States said … in the Arab world.

Doesn’t hurt capital---issue was controlled by Congressional subcommittees

Dervis, 1/6

(VP Global Econ & Development-Brookings, Better than Expected U.S. Support for Global Development, http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2012/0106_us_global_development_dervis_kharas.aspx)

It probably also helped … loomed much larger.

Overview

Any aff solvency is intrinsically long-TF and low-probability --- filter

Walt 11 Stephen M. Walt, Professor @ Harvard "Requiem for the "Arab Spring?"" Nov 28 2011 walt.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/11/27/requiem_for_the_arab_spring

But if the history … patience is what is needed most these days.

And, it’s a controlling impact – cooperation prevents escalation of all of the aff’s conflicts

Blank, 09 - Research Professor of National Security Affairs at the Institute for Strategic Studies (Stephen, “RUSSIA AND ARMS CONTROL: ARE THERE OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE OBAMA ADMINISTRATION?” March, http://www.strategicstudiesinstitute.army.mil/pubs/summary.cfm?q=908)

For these reasons, even if anyone is skeptical about many of the claims made on behalf of arms control and deterrence, certain hard facts and outcomes remain indisputable. Certainly for Russia… deteriorates correspondingly.

US-Russian relations are the lynchpin of US primacy – others will challenge us, realignment, enemies will be emboldened.  

Simes 07 [Dimitri, President of the Nixon Center and Publisher of The National Interest, Nov/Dec 2007. “Losing Russia,” Foreign Affairs, Ebsco]

But if the current U.S.-Russian … catastrophic results.
2NC AT: Thumpers

Obama isn’t an idiot – election means its all posturing

Hoover 2-21 [Kent, Obama Sells Election Year Agenda: Congress Unlikely to Buy, http://www.portfolio.com/views/blogs/capital/2012/02/21/obama-sells-election-year-agenda-congress-unlikely-to-buy]

In this case, … after all this campaign season.

Debates happening now
ICTSD 3-21 [International Center for Trade and Sustainable Development, “US Lawmakers Begin Debate on Russia Trade Restrictions,”]
The highly-anticipated … a couple of months.”
Obama reaching out to the committees

Inside US Trade 2-10

The coalition is holding … these sources argue.

Capital is just about what he’s fighting for
Beckmann and Kumar 11 [Matthew N. Beckmann PhD and Associate Professor, Political Science School of Social Sciences at UC Irvine; and Vimal Kumar, “How presidents push, when presidents win: A model of positive presidential power in US lawmaking,” Journal of Theoretical Politics, 23: 3, Ebsco]

Fortunately for those … have missed most of it.

Vote coming soon
Novosti 3-16 (Ria Novosti, “U.S. to Debate Jackson-Vanik after Russia Ratifies WTO Deal,” http://goo.gl/TW5IT)

The U.S. Congress will consider … or June.

Yes PC
Obama capital as high as when he killed bin Laden
Huffington Post 3-28 [Obama Approval Rating Rises In New Poll, http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/03/28/obama-approval-rating_n_1386421.html]

A new poll released …minus three percentage points.

And, GOP numbers declining

Benen 3-29 [Steve, reporter for MSNBC, GOP favorability moving in the wrong direction, http://maddowblog.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/03/29/10920916-gop-favorability-moving-in-the-wrong-direction]

It was just a two weeks … the 2012 congressional races.

JV – 2NC Uniqueness
Repeal coming now – Obama has launched an all-out push. Capital is key

Verona 3-29 [Ed, pres and CEO of the US-Russia Business Council, “The true cost of Jackson-Vanik,” National Interest, http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/the-true-cost-jackson-vanik-6702?page=1
In January, the Obama administration … political opposition.

2NC Uniqueness
Extend Sanati – JV repeal coming now. Prefer this evidence, consensus of insiders, cites momentum, and assumes your GOP arguments and concludes it won’t be enough to derail the bill.

Prefer the direction of the link – Obama will be able to keep the GOP from backlashing as long as he has capital.  

More warrants

A. Consensus on repeal 

EWR Online 3-23 [Estonian Worker, “Cold war tools to be discarded to boost US-Russia trade relations,” http://www.eesti.ca/?op=article&articleid=35744]

The US president… pre-election campaign in Moscow.

B. Baucus agrees

Barkley 3-15 [Tom Barkley, “Obama's Push On Trade With Russia Raises Senate Concerns,” NASDAQ]
Senators from both parties raised concerns …avoid such an outcome."

C. IPR reform will get Senators on board

Inside US Trade 3-23 [U.S.-RUSSIA IPR 'ACTION PLAN' LIKELY MEANT TO BUILD SUPPORT FOR WTO VOTE, Lexis]

The United States and … WTO this summer."

D. Increasing pressure to pass

Fortin 3-13 [Jacey, staff writer, “The Jackson-Vanik Amendment: How Soviet-Era Trade Regulations Could Affect Human Rights in Russia,” Ibtimes, http://www.ibtimes.com/articles/313539/20120313/jackson-vanik-russia-human-rights-obama.htm]
As Russia prepares to join …WTO membership as their international competitors."

E. Our evidence is predictive

Herszenhorn 2-24 [David Herszenhorn, “U.S.-Russian Trade Ties Face Some Political Snags,” NYT]
In trying to overcome … more American jobs.”

Fiat Solves the Link

1. Even if you win this argument – there’s still backlash to the plan which drains Obama’s capital and triggers the link

2. Fiat is the least means necessary – Obama changes his mind and pushes it, that’s the most likely. Your interpretation would have every senator/representative change their mind. 

3. Politics DAs are good – key to neg ground, net benefit to tons of counterplans, the only way to access current events education. Important because debaters become policymakers. Defer to link specificity – this is a no risk unwarranted arg by the aff.

[Optional]

Still links – politics is about tradeoffs

Fitts 96 [Michael A., Professor of Law, University of Pennsylvania Law School, “THE PARADOX OF POWER IN THE MODERN STATE,” University of Pennsylvania Law Review, January, 144 U. Pa. L. Rev. 827]

While the president's … personally and politically.

Link Dbaet

Money frames the link debate – even if Congress likes the plan, they won’t pay for it – this is true even if the plan is reallocated

Richter, Chicago Tribune Washington bureau, 4/13/’11
(Paul, “Spending concerns sidetrack aid efforts,” http://m.spokesman.com/stories/2011/apr/13/spending-concerns-sidetrack-aid-efforts/)

WASHINGTON – The Obama administration’s … Congress, aides say.

Yemen funding gets caught up in terrorism controversy

AP, 7/20/’11
(http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5j4BMn6Kh3KFlbpDZMX66yJo_nimQ?docId=ce91b371021b433ebdf61038403af358)

WASHINGTON (AP) — A House panel on … live unscathed deep inside Pakistan.

And budget concerns

ABC News, 4/6/’11
(http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory?id=13306355)

The Pentagon program …well before the unrest took hold.

No turns -- 

a) Proponents will only defend existing programs

Rogin, staff writer – Foreign Policy, 8/4/’11
(Josh, http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/08/04/this_fight_aint_over?page=0,8)

Everyone … as the country heads into the 2012 presidential season.

c) Obama can’t get a win

Chubin, nonresident senior associate – Carnegie Nuclear Policy Program, 10/29/’10
(Shahram, “The U.S. Congressional Elections and Foreign Policy: The Dog That Did Not Bark,” http://www.carnegieendowment.org/2010/10/29/u.s.-congressional-elections-and-foreign-policy-dog-that-did-not-bark/fz9)

Unfortunately in the current climate…because of them.

Link Turns Case 1NR

The link takes out the aff – 

A.  Bipart is a pre-requisite to solving

NORRIS  3 – 18 – 11  Executive Director of the Sustainable Security and Peacebuilding Initiative
(John Norris, http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2011/03/rising_to_the_occasion.html)
The question is: …that such historic moments are few and far between.

B.  Fighting about the plan sends a mixed message that undermines the aff

ADESNIK & McFAUL  06   1.  member of the research staff at the Institute for Defense Analyses  2. Helen and Peter Bing Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institution; director of the Center for Democracy, Development, and Rule of Law at Stanford University; and a nonresident senior associate at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

[David Adesnik & Michael McFaul,  Washington Quarterly, Spring 2006]

Second, words mattered… including that of the president.

AT: Winners Win

Link outweighs on timeframe
Silber 07 [PhD Political Science & Communication – focus on the Rhetoric of Presidential Policy-Making – Prof of Poli Sci – Samford, [Marissa, WHAT MAKES A PRESIDENT QUACK?, Prepared for delivery at the 2007 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, August 30th-September 2nd, 2007, UNDERSTANDING LAME DUCK STATUS THROUGH THE EYES OF THE MEDIA AND POLITICIANS]

Important to the discussion … lame duck President must be developed. 

Obama can’t get momentum on foreign policy wins

Dickinson, professor of political science – Middlebury, 2/10/’11
(Matthew, “Egypt, Iraq and the Limits of Presidential Power,” http://blogs.middlebury.edu/presidentialpower/2011/02/10/egypt-iraq-and-the-limits-of-presidential-power/)

My point is not … might wish to be.

Obama thinks that pol cap is finite – he’ll back off controversial issues even if he’s winning

Kuttner, co-editor of The American Prospect and a senior fellow at Demos, author of "Obama's Challenge: America's Economic Crisis and the Power of a Transformative Presidency, 4/28/’9
(Robert, “Obama Has Amassed Enormous Political Capital, But He Doesn't Know What to Do with It,” http://www.alternet.org/economy/138641/obama_has_amassed_enormous_political_capital,_but_he_doesn%27t_know_what_to_do_with_it/?page=entire)

We got a small taste … defaults to the politics of accommodation.

AT: PC Not Key/Dickinson
Political capital is finite and drives decisionmaking 

Schier 9, Professor of Poliitcal Science at Carleton, (Steven, "Understanding the Obama Presidency," The Forum: Vol. 7: Iss. 1, Berkely Electronic Press, http://www.bepress.com/forum/vol7/iss1/art10) 

 In additional to formal powers… to impose his preferences. 

Their ev is a blog post, not peer reviewed and solely about court nominations – Dickinson concludes neg
Dickinson 9 (Matthew, professor of political science at Middlebury College. He taught previously at Harvard University, where he also received his Ph.D., working under the supervision of presidential scholar Richard Neustadt, We All Want a Revolution: Neustadt, New Institutionalism, and the Future of Presidency Research, Presidential Studies Quarterly 39 no4 736-70 D 2009)

Small wonder… preferences will come to a vote (Beckmann 2008, n.d.).    

Presidents perceive their capital as finite – our theory is true in practice

Marshall and Prins 11,  BRYAN W. MARSHALL Miami University BRANDON C. PRINS University of Tennessee & Howard H. Baker, Jr. Center for Public Policy  Power or Posturing? Policy Availability and Congressional Influence on U.S. Presidential Decisions to Use Force  Presidential Studies Quarterly 41, no. 3 (September) 2011

We argue that the … relationship with Congress.

Prefer issue specific evidence

Jacobs and King 10, University of Minnesota, Nuffield College, (Lawrence and Desmond, “Varieties of Obamaism: Structure, Agency, and the Obama Presidency,”  Perspectives on Politics (2010), 8: 793-802)  

Yet if presidential personality … for our future”.12
The plan is perceived by Russia as intruding in its sphere of influence – kills relations

MUHAMMAD ‘11    Founder of Africa PreBrief, a service for frontier and diaspora-based investors, political strategist and monetary economist and member of the African Union’s First Congress of African Economists 

(Cedric, January 31st, “A Coming Russia-U.S. Conflict Over Egypt?”, http://www.cedricmuhammad.com/a-coming-russia-us-conflict-over-egypt/)

The protruding fact … Egypt’s fluid paradigm shifts. 

Relations Brink

Relations are tense but not collapsing --- Putin’s rhetoric will fade into overall continuity with the past few years of relations.

Donald N. Jensen, 3/8/2012. PhD Government @ Harvard, Resident Fellow at the Center for Transatlantic Relations, Nitze School of Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins University. From 1996-2008 he served as Director of Research and Associate Director of Broadcasting at Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. “Russian Election Aftermath: Can the Reset Recover?” Voice of America, http://www.cdi.org/russia/johnson/russia-election-can-reset-recover-560.cfm.

Putin's fierce anti-American rhetoric during the campaign, intended to rally his political base, appeared to be shoving bilateral relations back toward their recent low point after the Russian invasion of Georgia in 2008. While on the stump Putin warned Russians of the US and NATO threats to Russia's security. He said Secretary of State Clinton sent an approving "signal" to street demonstrators after falsified parliamentary demonstrations last December. New US ambassador Michael McFaul was vilified by state-controlled media in a vicious campaign orchestrated show he has been trying to foment revolution. This tough campaign rhetoric and the high level of electoral fraud indicates that the Kremlin was not confident of its ability to win a fair election. Indeed, a significant part of the population, and apparently a majority in Moscow, does not accept the results as legitimate. Inventing an external enemy such as the United States was a convenient tool to mobilize domestic support. When compared to the regime's insecurity at home, Russian economist Sergei Guriev reminds us, good relations with the West are a second-tier issue.  Thus, those relations will henceforth be substantially shaped by developments inside Russia. Despite his victory on Sunday, the chances of things going badly wrong for Putin during his next term are significant. The society is polarized and more politically restive. Political institutions are corrupt and ineffective. The country's economic prospects are uncertain over the medium term. The ruling elites appear unable or unwilling to adjust to changing realities. The consequences, an excellent new Chatham House study of Russia's future concludes, are likely to play out in uncontrolled and unplanned events throughout Russia that could threaten the existence of the regime.  Privately, according to media reports, Russian officials have assured the Obama Administration that there will be no change in their policy toward the United States, though US officials have predicted that it will take some time to get past the harsh rhetoric, especially in the middle of the US election season. In any event Putin never really left power during the Medvedev interregnum, suggesting substantial policy continuity, though tensions over the Middle East, missile defense and other issues were increasing even before the Russian presidential campaign. But the past three months have shown that what happens on the streets of Moscow is as much a factor in Russian foreign policy as events in Brussels, Damascus or Geneva. In its never-ending effort to balance the promotion of democratic values with the pursuit of national interest, Washington would do well to remember that there are likely difficult choices ahead.

Things are tense but there is space to build a broader relationship.

Dmitri Trenin, 3/5/2012. Director of the Carnegie Moscow Center, Ph.D. Diplomatic History, Institute of U.S. and Canadian Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences. “Still a Delicate Balance,” NYT, http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2012/03/05/how-powerful-is-russia/the-delicate-balance-between-the-us-and-russia-continues.

Vladimir Putin’s election to the presidency should not change the course of Russia’s foreign policy; after all, Putin had never really left power. As president, his fate will largely depend on his government’s socio-economic and political performance. Thus, he will not want trouble with the United States. He can't be expected to offer Washington too many concessions on contentious issues, but he can be relied on to honor Russia’s commitments under the Afghanistan transit agreement. There is also some room for cooperation on Syria and Iran, as long as the United States does not resort to force against Damascus and Tehran. In an even more positive vein, Putin may open up Russia, including its energy sector, to U.S. investments. If that happens, the U.S.-Russian relationship will begin maturing beyond the traditional politico-military sphere.
JV – AT: Resiliency
Russia will directly retaliate 

Verona 3-29 [Ed, pres and CEO of the US-Russia Business Council, “The true cost of Jackson-Vanik,” National Interest, http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/the-true-cost-jackson-vanik-6702?page=1
But American competitiveness … dispute-resolution procedures.

