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Democracy assistance excludes civil society
Carothers 04 – Co-director of the Democracy and Rule of Law Project @ Carnegie Endowment for International Peace [Thomas Carothers (Vice President of global policy @ Carnegie Endowment for International Peace), “Is Gradualism Possible? Choosing a Strategy for Promoting Democracy in the Middle East,” Originally published in 2003, Critical Mission: Essays on Democracy Promotion, 2004, pg. 243-244] 

Indirectly Promoting Democracy

The second identifiable U.S. strategy for stimulating gradualist … democratic civic education.
. 
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Obama wins – Nate Silver and Intrade consensus 
Huffington 3-20 [Ariana, creator of the Huffington Post, Sun Sentinel, Arianna Huffington: Obama's biggest opponent in 2012 is Obama, http://articles.sun-sentinel.com/2012-03-20/news/fl-ahcol-obama-2012-huffington-0320-20120320_1_president-obama-campaign-obama-worn-out-dogmas]

As the seemingly endless GOP nomination fight grinds on… strangled our politics."

And, Reid will avoid all budget debates now

Taylor 3-17 [Andrew, BusinessWeek, GOP preps for budget battle with Democrats, Obama; http://www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-03/D9TIDUO80.htm]

The annual budget .. with the nation’s budget.

Reelection key to the CTBT

Schneidmiller 11 [Chris, writer for GSN, "Senate Decision Key to Future of Test Ban Treaty," Global Security Newswire, 7-18, http://www.globalsecuritynewswire.org/gsn/nw_20110714_9351.php]
The Obama administration ../. place in Washington.   

Nuclear testing causes extinction
Peden and Hill 06 [William, nuclear analyst and researcher for Greenpeace International; Felicity is the political adviser on nuclear and disarmament issues for Greenpeace, “Testing the Test-Ban Treaty,” United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research, http://www.unidir.org/pdf/articles/pdf-art2489.pdf]

Without the CTBT’s entry … should all be directing our energy.

GOP win flips the aff – they roll back aid to the Arab Spring and externally ruin heg

Jilani 12 [Written by Erum Jilani, Master in Public Administration candidate at the Harvard Kennedy School, The Republican Approach To Foreign Policy: Less Is More; The Republican Approach To Foreign Policy: Less Is More, http://www.huffingtonpost.com/harvard-kennedy-school-democrats/gop-foreign-policy_b_1223382.html]

As President Obama's reelection campaign gears up… American power is at stake.
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Jackson Vanik will be repealed despite GOP opposition – key to Russian economic modernization

Sanati 3-19 [Cyrus, The biggest winners of a new Russia trade deal, http://finance.fortune.cnn.com/2012/03/19/russia-trade/?section=money_topstories&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+rss%2Fmoney_topstories+%28Top+Stories%29]

FORTUNE -- On Capitol Hill last week, senators debated the merits … Russia will truly play by the WTO rules. Only time will tell.
The plan drains political capital

McLaughlin, contributing writer – The Washington Diplomat, 5/31/’11
(Seth, “Key Foreign Policy Players Try to Master Capitol Hill,” The Washington Diplomat)

But it's not just politicos in Washington … trimmed by $39 million.

Obama’s capital is key

Allison and Blackwill 11 [Graham Allison and Robert D. Blackwill October 2011 Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs Harvard University Russia and U.S. National Interests: Why Should Americans Care? A Report of the Task Force on Russia and U.S. National Interest Graham Allison Director of Harvard Kennedy School’s Belfer Assistant Secretary of Defense in the first Clinton Administration Robert D. Blackwill is the Henry A. Kissinger senior fellow for U.S. foreign policy at the Council on Foreign Relations. Deputy national security adviser for strategic planning under President George W. Bush, presidential envoy to Iraq and was the administration’s coordinator for U.S. policies regarding Afghanistan and Iran]

Finally, given the disparities between U.S. and Russian interests and governance… policy toward Russia.

[Key to relations] Failure to repeal undermines US-Russia relations

Miller 11 [Jacqueline, senior associate, “The WTO and the Reset” EastWest Institute -- April 8 --http://www.ewi.info/wto-and-reset]

It took Barack Obama several months and some tough lobbying to finally win congressional approval for the New START treaty last December, which was seen as the key to the administration’s reset with Russia. Another fight could already be brewing over Obama’s support for Russia’s World Trade Organization (WTO) membership, … U.S.-Russia relationship. 

Relations solve nuclear war and turn the case

Allison and Blackwill 11 [Graham Allison, Director, Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs; Douglas Dillon Professor of Government; Faculty Chair, Dubai Initiative, Harvard Kennedy School, Robert D. Blackwill, International Council Member, Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs 10-30, "10 Reasons Why Russia Still Matters"http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/publication/21469/10_reasons_why_russia_still_matters.html]

That central point is that Russia matters a great deal … advancing our national interests.
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The Executive Board of the NED should vote to substantially increase its technical assistance to non-governmental organizations for democratic civil society support in Egypt.

Solves the case and avoids politics

Cohen & Küpçü 09 –Senior Research Fellows @ New America Foundation [Michael A. Cohen & Maria Figueroa Küpçü, “Revitalizing U.S. Democracy Promotion: a Comprehensive Plan For Reform,” New America Foundation in conjunction with Georgetown Law’s Human Rights Institute, April 2009, pg. http://www.newamerica.net/files/Revitalizing_US_Democracy_Promotion.pdf]

Traditionally, the National Endowment for Democracy …for local non-state actors.  Pg. 15-16
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The United States federal government should substantially increase its technical assistance to non-governmental organizations for civil society support in Egypt.

The counterplan does governance assistance without explicitly labeling it as “democratic”—this has the same material EFFECT as the plan while avoiding backlash, rejection, and political baggage
Carothers and de Gramont, 2011 [Big Tom and Dianne, Badasses for the Carnegie endowment, “AIDING GOVERNANCE IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES Progress Amid Uncertainties” Democracy and rule of law, November 2011, http://carnegieendowment.org/files/aiding_governance.pdf]
The Democracy Divide … democracy will tend to bolster governance.
Credibility
 “Credibility” is irrelevant --- states will evaluate threats based off current capabilities and interests --- basically every academic study is on our side and you’ll only have evidence from think tankers and pundits. 

Christopher Fettweis, Winter 2007-2008. Assistant professor of national security affairs in the National Security Decision Making Department at the U.S. Naval War College. “Credibility and the War on Terror,” Political Science Quarterly, 122.4.

The war in Vietnam marked … increase its "adventurism" in 
Anarchy makes the formation of reputation or credibility impossible --- pursuit of it only provokes more conflict.
Shiping Tang, Jan-March 2005. Associate Research Fellow and Deputy Director of the Center for Regional Security Studies at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in Beijing, Co-director of the Sino-American Security Dialogue. “Reputation, Cult of Reputation, and International Conflict,” Security Studies 14.1.

This article goes further than Mercer and argues that … so pervasive and persistent.79

Etzioni says our approach to dealing with Iran directly is the key
Amitai Etzioni, March-April 2011. Professor of international relations at George Washington University. “The coming test of U.S. credibility,” Military Review, http://icps.gwu.edu/files/2011/03/credibility.pdf.

American allies in other … responsibilities and live up to its
McInnis says proliferation will be determined by political relations with Saudi Arabia and Egypt, then clarifies that this requires forward deployment, not democracy assistance. Our support for Israel also overwhelms.

McInnis 2005

[Kathleen J., coordinator of the Project on Nuclear Issues and a research associate at CSIS, “Extended Deterrence: The U.S. Credibility Gap in the Middle East,” The Washington Quarterly • 28:3 pp. 169–186. http://www.twq.com/05summer/docs/05summer_mcinnis.pdf]

Taking into consideration … Cairo’s calculus today.
Iran won’t be agressive – empirics – they are rational, wouldn’t leak to terrorist, won’t be aggressive

Pillar April 12 (Paul, teaches in the Security Studies Program at Georgetown University and was the national intelligence officer for the Near East and South Asisa from 2000 to 2005, “We Can Live with a Nuclear Iran” Washington Monthly < http://www.washingtonmonthly.com/magazine/marchapril_2012/features/we_can_live_with_a_nuclear_ira035772.php?page=5>)

What difference would it make to Iran’s behavior and influence if the country had a bomb? Even among those who believe that war with the Islamic Republic would be a bad idea, this question has been subjected to precious little … alarmist conventional wisdom suggests.
No escalation

Fettweis, Asst Prof Poli Sci – Tulane, Asst Prof National Security Affairs – US Naval War College, ‘7
(Christopher, “On the Consequences of Failure in Iraq,” Survival, Vol. 49, Iss. 4, December, p. 83 – 98) 

Without the US presence… than outright warfare.

1NC backsliding

Expansionism will be contained and non-violent --- Russia won’t use force or go beyond the FSU.
Fyodor Lukyanov, 2/29/2012. Editor in chief of the journal Russia in Global Affairs (published with Foreign Affairs). “Russia’s Changing Political Climate and Its Impact on Foreign Policy,” CSIS Public Lecture, **this is a summary prepared by the Russia & Eurasia Program and edited by Dr. Andrew Kuchins, full audio transcript is available (http://csis.org/event/end-post-soviet-period-russian-foreign-policy-what-next), http://csis.org/files/attachments/120229_Lukyanov_Lecture_Summary.pdf.

Putin’s recent article… international politics.

Russia wont fight in the Baltic – only care about economics. 
HS, ‘9
[HELSINGIN SANOMAT, Helsingin Sanomat is the biggest daily subscription-based newspaper in Scandinavia, International Edition- Foreign, 9-4, http://www.hs.fi/english/article/Large+Russian+military+exercise+in+Baltic+Sea+area+involves+tens+of+thousands+of+troops/1135248663305]
Special Adviser Hiski Haukkala … heralded political changes. 

Seriously no war. Shut up. 

Kang, ‘10

[David, professor of international relations and business and director of the Korean Studies Institute at the University of Southern California, “Korea’s New Cold War,” 12-31, http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/koreas-new-cold-war-4653]

However, despite dueling artillery … fighting into a general war. 
Not funding FARC

Palast in ‘8

(Greg, Best-selling author and former Lecturer @ Columbia U., “$300 Million from Chavez to FARC a Fake”, 3-8, http://www.globalresearch.ca/index.php?context=va&aid=8273)

This past weekend, … CHAVEZ TO FARC A FAKE

Chavez solves drugs

Petras in ‘8

(James, Prof. Soc. @ Binghamton U., “Venezuela : Democracy, Socialism and Imperialism”, 4-17, http://www.globalresearch.ca/index.php?context=va&aid=8711)

In the period between 2007-2008, … virtuous exercise in ‘soft power’.38

1NC Democratic
SCAF says no.

Kagan 2/15 [Robert, Senior Fellow, Foreign Policy, Center on the United States and Europe, Reflections on the Revolution in Egypt, House Committee on Foreign Affairs, Subcommittee on the Middle East and South Asia, The Arab Awakening and Middle East Unrest, http://www.brookings.edu/testimony/2012/0215_egypt_kagan.aspx]

I review this history … reaping the consequences.  

Clintons unconditional aid green light thumps signal
Washington Post 3/22 [US green lights $1.5 billion in aid to Egypt despite democracy concerns, http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/congress/us-to-give-green-light-to-egypt-aid-lawmakers-raise-concerns/2012/03/22/gIQA09a4TS_story.html]
WASHINGTON — The Obama administration told Congress … any funds are transferred,” Granger said. 

Their Puddington internal link doesn’t apply --- it’s about successful democratization in the Arab Spring serving as a challenge to the “authoritarian bloc” that undermines Western UN initiatives and provides cover for other authoritarians. They have to win the plan actually causes democracy in Egyot, and even then its only one country. Puddington also cites multiple alt causes to the plan’s democratization efforts. 

Arch Puddington, September 2011. Researcher at Freedom House. “Democracy’s Stake in the Arab Spring,” http://israelcfr.com/documents/5-3/5-3-3-ArchPuddington.pdf.

To be effective, this effort … of law and minimize corruption.

Democratic signals do not spillover
Joshua Kurlantzick, CFR Southeast Asia Fellow, 5/19/11, "The Great Democracy Meltdown ," http://www.cfr.org/democracy-and-human-rights/great-democracy-meltdown/p25142
But China and Russia … And many of these c
Turn---civil society assistance causes sectoralization which flips the AFF.
Jenkins, 2001 [Rob Jenkins Birkbeck College University of London “Mistaking “Governance” for “Politics”: Foreign Aid, Democracy and the Construction of Civil Society” Prepublication version of a paper published in in Sudipta Kaviraj and Sunil Khilnani (eds.), Civil Society: History and Possibilities (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001), pp. 250-68. Please consult final, published version for purposes of citation or quotation.]
That donor agencies … ensure good governance.
Civil Society Support UNDERMINES Civil Society—NGOs will align their message with the US agenda to get more money AT THE EXPENSE of doing programs that actually resonate with the population

Hawthorne, 2004 [Amy, is an associate in the Democracy and Rule of Law Project at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. She is a specialist on Middle East politics and on democracy promotion, and is the editor of the Endowment’s Arab Reform Bulletin “ MIDDLE EASTERN DEMOCRACY Is Civil Society the Answer?”, Democracy and Rule of Law Project, Number 44]
Aid for prodemocracy … firms and dependent on expensive ‘expert’
Civil Society assistance fails

1st --- Groups are too fragmented to be an effective political force.
Hawthorne, 2004 [Amy, is an associate in the Democracy and Rule of Law Project at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. She is a specialist on Middle East politics and on democracy promotion, and is the editor of the Endowment’s Arab Reform Bulletin “ MIDDLE EASTERN DEMOCRACY Is Civil Society the Answer?”, Democracy and Rule of Law Project, Number 44]
The sector of civil society that does have a clear democratic agenda… bulwark against such a transformation.
2nd --- illiberal civil society organizations make assistance worthless.

Hawthorne, 2004 [Amy, is an associate in the Democracy and Rule of Law Project at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. She is a specialist on Middle East politics and on democracy promotion, and is the editor of the Endowment’s Arab Reform Bulletin “ MIDDLE EASTERN DEMOCRACY Is Civil Society the Answer?”, Democracy and Rule of Law Project, Number 44]
Sectors of civil society … seek Arab governments’ demise.

3rd --- Arab civil society groups are too apolitical

Hawthorne, 2004 [Amy, is an associate in the Democracy and Rule of Law Project at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. She is a specialist on Middle East politics and on democracy promotion, and is the editor of the Endowment’s Arab Reform Bulletin “ MIDDLE EASTERN DEMOCRACY Is Civil Society the Answer?”, Democracy and Rule of Law Project, Number 44]
Despite civil society’s … simply apolitical.

4th --- definition problems mean that we fund groups in contradictory ways.

Jenkins, 2001 [Rob Jenkins Birkbeck College University of London “Mistaking “Governance” for “Politics”: Foreign Aid, Democracy and the Construction of Civil Society” Prepublication version of a paper published in in Sudipta Kaviraj and Sunil Khilnani (eds.), Civil Society: History and Possibilities (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001), pp. 250-68. Please consult final, published version for purposes of citation or quotation.]
From the standpoint of the role … donors have set for themselves.
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China disad

China has been a friendly, economic power in the Middle East now—attempts to isolate them via democratic leadership will force an ideological turn

Bacik, November 27 [Gokhan, Columnist for Daily Zaman, the most-circulating English-language newspaper in Turkey. “The Arab Spring versus China? “http://www.todayszaman.com/columnist-264098-the-arab-spring-versus-china.html]

Is it correct, or even possible, to isolate China? The answer is that, for two major reasons, any isolationist agenda towards China is wrong and will prove counter-productive.

Firstly, China has so far acted … Turkey out of the EU.

And, China PERCEIVES the plan’s boost in democratic credibility as an attempt to isolate it, forcing direct confrontation and competition
Blumenthal 2005 (Dan, resident fellow at the American Enterprise Institute, country director for China and Taiwan at the Pentagon in 2002-4. “Providing Arms: China and the Middle East.” Middle East Quarterly: Spring 2005. 11-19. http://www.meforum.org/695/providing-arms.)
Chinese policy … than distance itself from these 
Failure to cooperate with China in the region and accommodate Chinese economic interests culminates in nuclear war—deterrence won’t check
Kugler, 2006 [  Professor of World Politics @ Claremont Graduate University JACEK KUGLER, “The Asian Ascent: Opportunity for Peace or Precondition for War?,” International Studies Perspectives, Volume 7, Issue 1, Pages 36-42 ]

Given the fundamental importance … from a nuclear war. 

