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Obama aggressively pushing repeal of Jackson-Vanik --- political capital is key

Frolov, 3/23 (Vladimir, 3/23/2012, Russia Profile, “Russia Profile Weekly Experts Panel: Will Russia Graduate From the Jackson-Vanik Amendment?” Factiva)

During the post-Soviet period, all U.S. administrations, from Bill 
repeal of Jackson-Vanik. Leading Russian opposition figures – Vladimir Milov, Boris Nemtsov, Garry Kasparov, Ilya Ponomarev and Alexei Navalny – signed a letter to Congress arguing that repealing Jackson-Vanik would be good for Russian democracy.
Pushing a more serious, sustained assistance program through congress requires massive political capital expenditure – this answers their aid now cards
Shank, Vice President at the Institute for Economics and Peace, 12/1 

(Iraq's Lesson for Libya: Thousands of Armed, Young, and Unemployed Men Now Need Jobs, Political Machine, Lexis)
The real obstacle to this proposal lies in 
a sustained initiative will be difficult.

Repeal is key to regenerate overall relations

Gvosdev, 2/10 --- on the faculty of the U.S. Naval War College (Nikolas, “The Realist Prism: Resetting the U.S.-Russia Reset,” 2/10/2012, http://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/11441/the-realist-prism-resetting-the-u-s-russia-reset)
After a period of healthier ties following the 
could end up being a fatal blow to the whole idea of the reset.
Relations solve several scenarios for extinction

Allison & Blackwill, 11 --- * director of the Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs at Harvard’s Kennedy School, AND **senior fellow for U.S. foreign policy at the Council on Foreign Relations and served as U.S. ambassador to India and as deputy national security adviser for strategic planning in the Bush administration (10/30/2011, Graham Allison and Robert D. Blackwill, “10 reasons why Russia still matters,” http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1011/67178.html)
House Speaker John Boehner recently delivered a fiery 
or failure, in advancing our national interests.
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Democracy assistance is tied to a particular understanding of a liberal democratic regime and a procedural agenda to bring it about- this conception of the political environment in emerging democracies legitimizes coercive interventions

Hobson 2009 (Christopher-, Department of International Politics Aberystwyth University, Alternatives, “The Limits of Liberal-Democracy Promotion”, #34)
Key actors seeking to support democracy abroad, such as 
conditions for agency are prevented by unfavorable local conditions.
The coercive expansion of liberal democracy is out of tune with globalization – approaching democracy within this frame puts human existence in jeopardy 
Connolly ‘02 (William E.-, Identity/Difference: Democratic Negotiations of Political Paradox, P. 23-25)

What are these anxieties about the future? It seems probable that affluent states 
exchange that destroys civilization or removes human life from the face of the earth.
Alternative- Reject the aff’s positioning of the U.S. as the expert on democracy with the correct prescription in lieu of a democratic dialogue that seeks to work with the people in question, to develop the democracy they desire.

The aff forecloses this opportunity by placing the U.S. in the role of the teacher, using the language of “assistance”, and focusing on “liberal” transformation. 
Kurki ‘10 

(Milja, Aberystwyth University, International Studies Review, “Democracy and Conceptual Contestability: Reconsidering Conceptions of Democracy in Democracy Promotion,” p. 380-381)

However, another far more serious line of attack 
the con- testation that currently exists.
1NC 3

Text: The United States federal government should provide substantial non-democracy assistance governance expertise for equitable water access in Libya

The CP competes – We’ve picked out of the “democratic” in democratic governance – any perm is severance and a VI

This is grounded in the literature – there are plenty of mechanisms that do governance work outside the “democracy assistance” template
Rakner  et al - Michelsen Institute- August 2007
Lise Rakner  (Chr. Michelsen Institute), Alina Rocha Menocal (Overseas Development Institute) and Verena Fritz (ODI), ASSESSING INTERNATIONAL DEMOCRACY ASSISTANCE AND LESSONS 
Over the past several years, donors have also 
informal and indirect. For a short overview of the V&A work undertaken by several leading donors in this area, please see Annex 1.

A separate framework is key – Doing governance work as democracy assistance takes on a explicitly ideological framework that politicizes governance issues 

Thomas Carothers and Diane de Gramont – VP, Carnegie – NOVEMBER 2011, Aiding Governance in Developing Countries: Progress Amid Uncertainties, Carnegie, http://carnegieendowment.org/files/aiding_governance.pdf
The Democracy Divide One further area of uncertainty, or perhaps more an area of complexity than uncertainty, is the relationship between strengthening governance and fostering democracy. Different aid organizations 
adjective “democratic” while at the same time making democracy strengthening an explicit goal of programs in some countries. 
The politicization of aid makes assistance look anti-Islamic – pushes a liberal democratic model  

Bassma Kodmani - Executive Director, Arab Reform Initiative – 2010, Democratization by whom?: Resistance to democracy promotion in the Middle East, In “New Challenges to Democratization” (book)

When democratic transformation becomes an explicit goal Western 
on tradition or force in the same way as other political systems, requires constant re-legitimizing.
This is especially true in Libya – the aff exacerbates suspicions that the US is anti-Islam – turns cred and destroys CT operations

Jason Pack and Barak Barfi - president of Libya-Analysis.com / research fellow with the New America Foundation - February 2012, In War’s Wake: The Struggle for Post-Qadhafi Libya, http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/pubPDFs/PolicyFocus118.pdf

Work with moderate Islamists and mainstream militias. When taking 
facilitate the loss of U.S. prestige.
Democracy assistance providers have no background in development theory – they pay locals salaries much higher than normal 
Tim Meisburger – Regional Director, Elections and Political Processes, The Asia Foundation – 1/17/12, Email exchange with Tim Meisburger, http://berkeleydebate.blogspot.com/

Its sounds like an interesting debate subject, and I do wish 
political sector the most capable and competent.

-----Original Message-----

From: Sarah Weiner

To: tmeisburger@asiafound.org

Date: Mon, 16 Jan 2012 18:36:44 -0800

Subject: Democracy Digest Post

Hello,

My name is Sarah Weiner, and I'm an undergrad political science major at the University of California, Berkeley. I am on Cal's debate team, and the topic for this year deals with the desirability of increased US democracy assistance to one of the MENA countries undergoing democratic transitions (namely Egypt, Yemen, Syria, Libya, Tunisia, and Bahrain). I was writing to ask about your post to Democracy Digest in October ( http://www.demdigest.net/blog/2011/10/emerging-democracies-weakest-link/ ). I'm interested in doing further research on the comparative advantages and disadvantages of different types of DG assistance (governance, political party, civil society, rule of law, etc.), and I was wondering if you could point me towards any particularly good resources. I'm especially interested in any literature on the "brain drain" caused by democracy assistance, but any advice you could offer would be greatly appreciated.
This draws the best and brightest away from government – hollows out governance  
Seppälä, Ruohomäki, Gould – 2001 (last cite)

(Dr. Pekka Seppälä and Dr. Olli Ruohomäki, advisors with the Unit for Sector Policy, Department for International Development Co-operation, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Finland and Dr. Jeremy Gould, affiliated with the Institute for Developing Studies, University of Helsinki), THINKING STRATEGICALLY ABOUT DEMOCRACY ASSISTANCE, MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF FINLAND

6.3. The risks of democratic governance intervention
6.3.1. Ineffective programmes

One major risk when supporting reformist and semi-authoritarian 
schoolteachers, nurses, sanitation engineers and accountants.
Good governance and talented technocrats will be essential – NTC has to show gains in the short term or it will lose credibility

Armstrong and Gurung – The Governance Network and Mercy Corps – August 11, 
Dr. Jim Armstrong, President of The Governance Network, and Dr. Sanjay Gurung, Mercy Corps Senior Program Officer for Governance, Beyond Gaddafi: http://www.governancenet.com/Capacity%20to%20Govern-Libya_26%20Aug%202011.pdfLibya’s Governance Context

Based on input from assessment participants themselves, immediate 
credibility in the eyes of the citizenry.
Turns stability – “democracy” alone won’t cut it

Anthony Cordesman – Chair in Strategy, CSIS – 11/8/11, RETHINKING THE ARAB “SPRING”, http://csis.org/files/publication/111102_MENA_Stability_Security.pdf

These data, however, only hint at how much sharper the 
these issues are addressed as well.
1NC Water Wars
No scientific data to support drought-induced conflict theory**

Buhaug et al, Professor Centre for the Study of Civil War at Peace Research Institute Oslo, ’12 (Halvard, Winter, “Climate Wars? Assessing the Claim That Drought Breeds Conflict” International Security, Vol 36 No 3, ProjectMuse)

In his acceptance lecture on the occasion of the Nobel Peace Prize award, President Barack Obama 
intercommunal relations and local land use disputes, and what role the state plays in ending or fueling these conflicts. [End Page 106]

Resource scarcity doesn’t cause conflict – newest robust studies prove

Buhaug et al, Professor Centre for the Study of Civil War at Peace Research Institute Oslo, ’12 (Halvard, Winter, “Climate Wars? Assessing the Claim That Drought Breeds Conflict” International Security, Vol 36 No 3, ProjectMuse)

The general expectation that failing precipitation could cause armed conflict draws on an 
of the “most likely” scenario than what has been presented in earlier empirical research.
Empirics disprove and no statistical date to support their claims – no risk of escalation

Katz, Enviro Studies Prof at Tel Aviv, ’11 (David, February, “Hydro-Political Hyperbole: Examining Incentives for Overemphasizing the Risks of Water Wars” Global Environmental Politics, Vol 11 No 1, ProjectMuse)

Critiques of the Water War Hypothesis A number critiques have been leveled against both the 
nearly three to one, and are five times more likely to be cited.48
1NC Water Leadership
There’s no correlation between hegemony and stability

Fettweis, ’10

[Christopher J. Fettweis, Assistant Professor of Political Science at Tulane University, “Threat and Anxiety in US Foreign Policy,” Survival, 52:2, 59-82, March 25th 2010, http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00396331003764603]

One potential explanation for the growth of 
peace and US military expenditure are unrelated.
Heg is doomed – rising powers will overtake us

Andrew J. Bacevich – prof if IR @ Boston University - August 17, 2011, Shaping a new world order, LA times, http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-bacevich-multipolar-world-20110817,0,6442079.story 

Chief among the problems facing the United States 
become an intellectual dead zone.
1- No escalation- crises will be resolved through negotiations

Alagappa, Distinguished Senior Fellow at the East-West Center, PhD in International Affairs from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, 2009 (Muthiah, “Nuclear Weapons Reinforce Security and Stability in 21st Century Asia”, Vol 4 No 1) 

The stabilizing effect of nuclear weapons 
has begun to characterize the bilateral relationship.
No risk of huge pandemic – genetic diversity

Townsville Bulletin ‘3

(“Bio-terror talk Professor says body can cope with viruses,” Australia, August 30, Lexis) 

Immunogenetics researcher Professor Alan 
that decimated the small foundling communities of the past."

Diseases “burn out” too fast to cause extinction – their ev is based on a sampling error

Washington Post 97 (John Schwartz, “Battling an Outbreak Of Hype”, 1-19, L/N)

Regis delights in deflating the scaremongers, and parodies 
their forces, and preparing to bring us 'the coming plague'." 
