T
Democracy assistance is exclusively an activity between the USFG and the target state.
Toonstra 10. 
[Dick, Director - European Parliament Office for Promotion of Parliamentary Democracy, “Getting Acquainted: Setting the Stage for Democracy Assistance‖ http://www.europarl.europa.eu/pdf/oppd/Page_8/getting_acquainted_web.pdf]

Democracy assistance – one of the … , in particular socio-economic assistance.
Violation – the aff goes through an intermediary – once it becomes multilateral assistance it is no longer “offered by” the United States
Standards –

1. Ground: foreign intermediaries are negative CP ground and are critical to test the USFG portion of the resolution

2. Education: our interp allows for us to learn about the direct US mechanisms for democracy assistance, which are at the core of the topic.

T is a voter
1NC

1. Jackson-Vanik will be repealed now
Verona 3/29 (The True Cost of Jackson-Vanik, Ed Verona is president & CEO of the U.S.-Russia Business Council, http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/the-true-cost-jackson-vanik-6702?page=1)

In January, the Obama administration … Jackson-Vanik and extending PNTR.
2. Political capital is key to repealing Jackson-Vanik
Allison and Blackwill 11 (“Russia and U.S. National Interests: Why Should Americans Care? A Report of the Task Force on Russia and U.S. National Interest” Graham Allison Director of Harvard Kennedy School’s Belfer Assistant Secretary of Defense in the first Clinton Administration Robert D. Blackwill is the Henry A. Kissinger senior fellow for U.S. foreign policy at the Council on Foreign Relations. Deputy national security adviser for strategic planning under President George W. Bush, presidential envoy to Iraq and was the administration’s coordinator for U.S. policies regarding Afghanistan and Iran, October)
Finally, given the disparities between U.S. … like American policy toward Russia.
3. DA tanks Obama’s political capital – trades off with popular programs, spending, and objection to government waste
LA Times 11 (Los Angeles Times April 13, 2011 Wednesday Home Edition THE WORLD; Debt worries crimp aid for 'Arab Spring'; Congress has shut the door on new funds the administration says would shape change. BYLINE: Paul Richter, lexis) MV

U.S. lawmakers not only have … shifted from their scholarship programs.
4. Jackson-Vanik is key to improving relations – it’s the Rorschach test through which every other policy is interpreted

Lewis 8 (Finlay, Congressional Quarterly Weekly- 08.10.2008, Russia Longs to Graduate At the Top of Trade Class, http://www.ncsj.org/AuxPages/081009CQ_Jackson-Vanik.shtml)

President Obama has repeatedly stressed … the U.S.-Russia relationship,” he said.

5. Strong US-Russia relations prevent extinction – Iran prolif, US-Russia War, terrorism, heg and economic security

Allison and Blackwill 11 (10-30-11 Graham Allison, Director, Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs; Douglas Dillon Professor of Government; Faculty Chair, Dubai Initiative, Harvard Kennedy School, Robert D. Blackwill, International Council Member, Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs "10 Reasons Why Russia Still Matters"http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/publication/21469/10_reasons_why_russia_still_matters.html)

That central point is that … , in advancing our national interests.
1NC

The 1AC’s frame of IR Policy is inherently masculine- the plan cannot be separated from the patriarchy embedded in foreign policy.

Tickner 2001 J. Anne, prof  of IR @ USC Gendering World Politics: Issues and Approaches in the Post-Cold War Era pg 52, DJ

Does the fact that states' … be separated from political practice.
Feminist resistance to masculine IR is essential for sustained peace – without the alternative, the patriarchal drive for war ensures a spiraling continuum of armed conflict

Cockburn 10, Cynthia Department of Sociology, … the Study of Women and

Gender, University of Warwick, UK (2010) 'Gender Relations as Causal in Militarization and War', International Feminist Journal of Politics, 12: 2, 139 — 157

To summarize the argument made … exploitation of masculinity for war.
The alternative is to reject the masculine IR logic of the affirmative in favor of a feminist perspective. Rejection of a framework that normalizes masculine warfare is critical to adopt epistemologies centered on a feminist ethic of peace

Cohn and Ruddick 3 (Carol, Researcher … .genderandsecurity.umb.edu/cohnruddick.pdf) PJ

Both in philosophy and in “… , and about the frame itself.

1NC 

TEXT: The United States federal government should alter tax law for private foundations and individuals that contribute to substantially increase party development to Turkey for the Syrian National Council. The US should alter terrorist restrictions on philanthropic giving by implementing expansive and formal cost benefit analysis, creating safe harbors, altering Treasury ATF Guidelines, and revamping preexisting law governing procedures for international giving by private foundations.
Removing tax exemption restrictions encourages a wave of private aid

Crimm, 3

(Law Prof-St. John’s, “Through a post-September 11 Looking Glass: Assessing the Roles of Federal Tax Laws and Tax Policies Applicable to Global Philanthropy by Private Foundations and their Donor,” 23 Va. Tax Rev. 1)

The events of September 11 provided a … the encouragement of global philanthropy.

B. Special Tax Rules Applicable to Private Foundations and Income Tax Withholding Rules

1. Shared Concerns Like the charitable contribution deduction statutes, sections 4942 and 4945, which pertain to private foundations, pre-date the recent era of world globalization. Nonetheless, there is a shared recognition that sections 4942 and 4945 today remain valuable tools in a quest to promote accountability and transparency of grant-making domestic private foundations and foreign grantees. Those statutes and the pertinent regulations impose due diligence inquiry and reporting requirements, many of which are standard good business practices for grant-makers.

Notwithstanding the statutes' positive purposes, … efficient and effective global philanthropy.

Iran

No Iranian influence in Syria-it’s a lose/lose situation for Iran 

Ignatius, Former Frank Knox Fellow at Harvard. Associate editor and columnist for The Washington Post, 2011 

[David, Syria’s turmoil shakes Iran and Hamas, 4/29/11, http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/post-partisan/post/syrias-turmoil-shakes-iran-and-hamas/2011/03/04/AFXBunDF_blog.html]

The turmoil in Syria already … be more hostile to Iran.
Turn – Isolating Iran leads to lashout

Fisher, associate editor at The Atlantic, 2010 

[Max “The Risks of Isolating China,” The Atlantic, September 23, 2010, http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2010/09/the-risks-of-isolating-china/63470/]

Isolation is self-reinforcing. An … severe, and the cycle repeats.

Turn- Iran will replace Syria with Iraq- strengthens Iran and Hezbollah’s position

Alhomayed, Editor-in-Chief of Asharq Al-Awsat, 7-7-11

[Tariq, Iraq: Iran's Alternative To Syria, http://www.ostomaan.org/articles/news-and-views/9672, accessed 10-20-11] acs

There is a debate currently taking … Iranian axis in the region. 

However I do not believe that this means that the Americans should extend their presence in Iraq, on the contrary Washington must withdraw from there. There is an urgent need to reform the political situation in Iraq, and ensure that the followers of Iraq - most prominently the Nouri al-Maliki regime - are not allowed to solely control the pillars of the Iraqi state, particularly as the majority of Iraq's Shiite community are Arabists and are keen to ensure that their country does not become nothing more than a stage for Iran. This is a fact that is supported by historical and current evidence, most notably the size of the demonstrations currently taking place in Iraq against the Nouri al-Maliki government. Thus, Iran's new direction in Iraq must not be addressed through sectarian retrenchment, as happened in Lebanon, but through serious political solutions. This requires a genuine [political] reconciliation project in Iraq, in spite of the Nouri al-Maliki regime. So who will take advantage of this opportunity today, and carry out this vision? That is the question. 

Stability

Syrian instability wont spill over – region is resilient

Patrick Clawson (Director of Research at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy) February 2012 “Post-Asad Syria: Opportunity or Quagmire?” http://washingtoninstitute.org/opedsPDFs/4f4d4f131e288.pdf\
Some worry about the impact … the stability of its neighbors.
No civil war
Hussain Abdul-Hussain  There Will Be No Civil War in Syria 

Posted: 9/8/11 01:11 PM ET  http://www.huffingtonpost.com/hussain-abdulhussain/there-will-be-no-civil-wa_b_952370.html

Despite all the doom and … without fear from Assad's repression.
No Assad collapse- Multiple warrants

Dozier 3/10 (Kimberly Dozier, AP intelligence writer, “US officials: Syria's Assad under stress, but can count on still loyal inner circle, army,” Chicago Tribune, http://goo.gl/m37ZX)
Despite the Obama administration's predictions … near collapse, the officials said.

The plan causes Assad lashout – turns the case, causes CBW warfare, and escalates to a war between Israel and Iranian proxies 
Ceren 11 
[Omri, Founder and Editor of Mere Rhetoric, "Just How Bad Could a Syrian Collapse Get?," http://www.commentarymagazine.com/2011/08/01/syrian-collapse-israel/, AD: 9/22/11] jl 
During the weekend, Bashar al-Assad’s … strategy may turn out to be.

The basis for their predictions of collapse are opposition propaganda – instability is minor, the opposition is weak, and the regime is not divided

Narwani 12-19. 
[2011, Sharmine, Senior Associate, St. Antony's College, Oxford University, “Stratfor Challenges Narratives on Syria,” http://www.huffingtonpost.com/sharmine-narwani/stratfor-challenges-narra_b_1158710.html]

But we are now entering … the importance of information transparency.
Solvency

All their solvency evidence is in the context of the US acting with the EU in addition to Turkey – aff doesn’t solve.
Organizing the opposition is bad—allows Assad to better target and crush it. Process must be organic

Landis, director of the Center for Middle East Studies and associate professor at the University of Oklahoma, 8-10-11

[Joshua, “Syrians must win the revolution on their own”, Islam Daily, p. http://www.islamdaily.org/en/world-issues/middle-east/10010.article.htm] acs
Syria's opposition does not have … will decide. No one else."
Syrian opposition unification impossible – foreign aid just makes it worse. 

Telegraph 1-4. 
[“Syria opposition struggles to stay united” --http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/syria/8991760/Syria-opposition-struggles-to-stay-united.html]

DAMASCUS — Syria’s opposition was in … being hampered by the regime.
The status quo is the only logical option—Syria’s opposition must have more time to unite organically to avoid a catastrophic civil war and power vacuum when Assad inevitably collapses

Landis, director of the Center for Middle East Studies and associate professor at the University of Oklahoma, 8-10-11 [Joshua, “Syrians must win the revolution on their own”, Islam Daily, p. http://www.islamdaily.org/en/world-issues/middle-east/10010.article.htm] acs

Washington would be wiser to … this struggle on our own.".

The SNC is a giant failure – constraints on international engagement, domestic tactic flaws, and UN inaction doom solvency

Maalouf and Torbey, 12-16 

[Marwan Maalouf, an international human rights lawyer who oversaw human rights and democracy promotion in the Middle East for Freedom House from 2009 to 2011, and Khattar Torbey, an international lawyer and PhD candidate in Regional Integration in the Middle East and Kansas University,  “Breaking the Stalemate in Syria” 

… support for such an option.

No defections means no solvency – all key military leaders fear Libya’s path and won’t part ways with Assad
Friedman, 11-22 

[George Friedman, George Friedman is an American political scientist and author. He is the founder, chief intelligence officer, financial overseer, and CEO of the private intelligence corporation Stratfor. He has authored several books, including The Next 100 Years, The Next Decade, America's Secret War, The Intelligence Edge, The Coming War With Japan and The Future of War.[1]
Syria, Iran and the Balance of Power in the Middle East, http://www.thecuttingedgenews.com/index.php?article=53168&pageid=&pagename=]

Thus far al Assad has … alone would have significant repercussions.
Fragmented opposition, bureaucratic delays, and Russian influence block solvency

Rogin, 12-28 

[Josh, Josh Rogin reports on national security and foreign policy from the Pentagon to Foggy Bottom, the White House to Embassy Row, for The Cable, Obama administration secretly preparing options for aiding the Syrian opposition, http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/12/28/obama_administration_secretly_preparing_options_for_aiding_the_syrian_opposition]
But Washington is uncomfortable acting … thousands more could be killed.

Turkey

Turkey supports Iran’s nuclear program – flips the other advantage

Coughlin 10 (Con, a world-renowned expert on the Middle East and Islamic terrorism, Telegraph, http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/concoughlin/100043002/turkeys-alliance-with-iran-is-a-threat-to-world-peace/)

Turkey’s decision to veto the … , it is playing with fire.
Turkey-US Relations collapse inevitable- failure of domestic politics
Walker ’07 [Joshua, Graduate Fellow & PhD Candidate Princeton, Washington Quarterly, Winter ’07-’08, http://www.twq.com/08winter/docs/08winter_walker.pdf]
Although the United States and … United States in the region.
Turkey fails. Not free and will reinforce sexism.

LeVine 11 (Mark, , “Is Turkey the best model for Arab democracy?”, http://english.aljazeera.net/indepth/opinion/2011/09/201191684356995273.html, 09/19/2011)

Yet a slightly deeper look at … to copy the Turkish model.
US involvement makes Turkey into a stooge – causes backlash that guts solvency

Khakee et al 08 – International consultant … Democracy Promotion,” EuroMesCo, Paper 73, November 2008

5) This study finds that, … certainly also lead to a backlash.
Turkey working with the US guts solvency – they lose their credibility.
CSM 6-16-11 [Outsourcing democracy promotion; Turkey, after seeing atrocities in Syria, joins a club of other regional, democratic powers like Brazil and Indonesia helping their neighbors. CSM, Lexis]

Turkey - if it follows its … freedoms they have long sought.
Relation’s lead to Turkish adventurism

Carpenter, 99 (Ted Galen; Vice President for Defense and Foreign Policy Studies at the Cato Institute, 11/16 “Washington's Turkish Blinders” http://www.justice4cyprus.org/Archive_cato%20institute.htm)

In short, the Greeks are … a message the administration should heed.
This is the most probable scenario for escalation to global nuclear war

Blank ’99 (Stephen, Professor of Research – Strategic Studies Institute, US Army War College, Oil and Geopolitics in the Caspian Region)

Past experience suggests Moscow will … from the Balkans to China.
Relation’s lead to arms sales

Larrabee and Lesser 03 (F. Stephen, senior … an ally or a rogue state.15 P. 171-2
Arms acquisitions risk pre-emptive war Between Turkey and Greece

Dyer et al, 98 (Diplomacy and Arms: West Sends Mixed Messages to Aegean Adversaries by Tasos Kokkinides, Lucy Amis and Nino Lorenzini ;edited by Susannah L. Dyer) Basic Papers #29 www.basicint.org)
The Greek and Turkish arsenals … acquire four similar tanker aircraft.
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